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Major  moves 
to  kickstart 
Irish  talks 
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The  Prime  Minister  and  the 
Taoiseach  spoke  by  telephone 
last  night  to  finalise  details 

for  today's  brief  summit.  The 
breakthrough  came  as  the  i 
row  between  the  nine  Official ; 

Ulster  Unionist  MPs  and  min-  j 
isters  at  the  Northern  Ireland 

Office  over  Monday  night’s 
vote  on  the  Scott  report  flared 
to  a   dangerous  level. 
In  an  extraordinary  run- 

ning battle  on  the  airwaves. 
John  Major  and  his  senior 
colleagues  insisted  that 
"there  is  no  deal,  not  now,  not 
yesterday,  not  tomorrow,  not 
at  all”  with  the  Unionists  — 
or  any  of  its  rivals  —   over  the 
peace  process  in  return  for 
support  in  fighting  off 
Labour’s  attack  in  the  arms- 
to-Iraq  affair. 
The  row  overshadowed 

renewed  optimism  that  the 

peace  process  can  be  kick- 
started  into  life  via  early  elec- 

tions and  a   restored  IRA 
ceasefire,  thanks  to  flexibility 
between  the  two 

governments. 
Official  Dublin  sources  said 

Mr  Major  had  now  agreed  to 

their  proposals  for  Dayton- 
style  proximity  talks,  in 
which  all  the  parties  will 
meet  under  the  same  roof  but 
not  necessarily  around  the 
same  table  to  clear  the  way 
for  hill  negotiations.  These 
w' ill  be  called  "intensive 

multilateral  discussions”  and 
Dublin  is  pushing  for  a   start 
and  finish  date. 

Dublin  continued  to  insist 
that  a   specific  date  for  such 
talks  must  form  part  of  any 
Anglo-Irish  communique. 

The  Prune  Minister's  office 
confirmed  tliat  that  was  now 

Mr  Major's  wish. 
Sinn  Fein  warned  that  un- 

less the  date  came  well  before 

the  sectarian  "marching  sea- 
son” in  June,  a   renewed 

£   Despite,  the  bombs  .45%  of.'. 
Britons  think  the  peace"  •/  rl process  la  'stffl  continuing* ;   ̂ 

O   They  put  58%  untie  Warns  - 
-   tactile  breakdown  6}  • '   .x -   peace  process  on  the  BVWf- 
20%  on  the  Government 

Q   Half  the  popdatim-tfttaics  ■ Gerry  Adame  knew  the  IRA 

was  ending  fts  ceasefire,’ only a   quarter  believes  he  (Sdnl  7 

&   50%  of  Catholics  want 
Northern  Ireland  to  retain  ~ 
some  kind  of  fir*  with  Britain 

Q   57%  of  Catholics  think  the. 
border  ‘does  not  matter  and 
Is  not  worth  arguing  about!  . 

Q   Nearly  a   JMid  of  Britons 

think  Northern  Ireland  •   : 
should  become  an  7   -   •• Independent  country 

ceasefire  —   Sinn  Fein's  de 
facto  passport  to  the  talks  — will  be  difficult  to  secure. 

But  John  Hume,  leader  of 
the  nationalist  Social  Demo- 

cratic and  Labour  Party,  who 

saw  Mr  Major  In  mid-morn- 
ing, sounded  cheerier  —   not least  because  the  public  row 

with  the  Unionists  looked,  to 
all  but  the  most  suspicious 

MPs.  like  proof  of  the  “no deals"  pledge. 
Before  the  date  for  all-party 

talks  —   the  goal  which  eluded 
17  months  of  IRA  ceasefire  — 
is  reached,  the  “intensive 

multilateral  discussions’* would  be  used  to  decide  upon 
which  form  Northern  Ireland 

Public  backs 

compromise 
Martbi  Linton 

"THE  British  government 
I   can  rely  on  strong  public 

support  If  ft  a   more 
flexible  approach  to  the 
IRA  In  the  Irish  peace 
talks,  according  to  a   joint 
Gnardian-Irish  limes  poll 
published  today. 
Although  most  people 

blame  the  IRA  for  the 
breakdown  of  the  peace 

process,  many  of  them 
thfnk  the  British  govern- 

ment should  make  the  first 

move  towards  its  resump- 
tion by  setting  an  early 

date  fbr  all-party  talks. 

Only  one  precondition  — the  resumption  of  the  IRA 

elections  would  take. 

Each  party's  preferred  ter- ra uJ  a   increases  its  own 
chances  of  success,  hence  the 
tactical  alliance  between  the 

SDLP  and  Democratic  Union- 
ist Party  for  a   list  system  in 

which  the  whole  province 
would  be  one  constituency. 
Mr  Trimble  wants  each  of 

Northern  Ireland's  18  constit- uencies to  elect  five  members 
to  a   90-seat  assembly. 

The  version  finally  chosen 
would  affect  the  timetable. 
Unionists  claim  the  Hume- 
Paisley  "list”  plan  would 
require  months  of  prepara- 

tion. Mr  Hume's  all-Ireland referendum  scheme  is  also 
under  discussion. 

Unionists  are  stressing  the 
need  for  parties  to  accept  the 

six  “Mitchell  principles" 
which  renounce  using  vio- 

lence. They  fear  Dublin  will 
want  to  water  them  down  to 
make  it  easier  for  Sinn  Fein. 

Yesterday,  Mr  Bruton  told 
the  Dail  that  the  views  of  the 

two  governments  were  con- 
verging on  agreeing  a   date  for 

all-party  talks. 

Sinn  Fein’s  president, 
Gerry  Adams,  called  for 
“clear,  unambiguous  public 
assurances"  for  a   firm  date 

“without  any  preconditions''. Last  night  Dr  Paisley  said 
of  talks  including  Sinn  Fein: 
“There  would  be  more  absen- 

tees than  ever,  because  the 

ceasefire  —   would  be  de- 
manded by  a   majority  in 

Britain,  Northern  Ireland 
and  the  Irish  Republic, 

which  were  polled  simulta- 
neously over  the  weekend. 

Most  British  voters 
would  also  insist  on  an  IRA 
commitment  to  the  gradual 
decommissioning  of 

weapons  as  the  talkc  pro- 
gressed. But  even  Northern 

Irish  Protestants  do  not 
think  the  British  govern- 

ment need  demand  the  total 
decommissioning  of  all  IRA 

weapons  before  talks  start. 
Despite  the  resumption  of 

IRA  violence,  only  10  per 

cent  of  British  voters  think 

the  peace  process  is  “fin- 
ished for  good",  a   third think  it  is  “stalled  at  pres- 

ent" but  nearly  half  say  it 

is  “still  continuing". 

Details,  page  5 

British  government  could  not 
go,  the  Dublin  government : could  hot  go,  and  we  certainly  | wouldn’t”  j 

Mr  Trimble  spent  much  of  j 

the  day  denying  that  any 
horse-trading  between  his 

party  and  the  Government 
had  taken  place  before  the 
debate  on  the  Scott  report 

The  Ulster  Unionists'  deci- sion to  vote  with  Labour 

prompted  highly-placed  accu- sations that  &e  Unionist 
leader  bad  been  rebuffed  in 
his  “clandestine"  attempts  to 
trade  votes  on  Scott  for  con- 

cessions on  the  peace  process. 
Scarcely  concealing  his 

contempt  for  the  Northern 
Ireland  Secretary,  Sir  Patrick 
Mayhew,  and  his  deputy, 
Michael  An  cram.  Mr  Trimble 

accused  them  of  “pure  inven- tion" in  trying  to  cover  up 
their  own  attempted  deals 

with  Ian  Paisley’s  Democratic Unionists  over  the  electoral 
system  for  the  proposed 
forum. 
He  remained  courteous 

towards  Mr  Major  even  as  he 
dismissed  claims  that  bis 
chief  whip.  Martin  Smith,  had 
offered  to  sustain  the  Govern- 

ment’s fragile  two-vote,  major- 
ity for  its  last  12  months  in 

office  in  return  for  sympa- 
thetic treatment 

Scott  aftermath,  page  5; 

Loiters,  pageS 
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Pat  Buchanan,  the  Republican  front  runner  with  Bob  Dole  for  the  latest  US  primary  in  Arizona,  makes  the  most  of  a 

photo  opporutnity  at  the  OK  Corral  in  Tombstone  yesterday.KO'd  at  the  OK  Corral,  page  2   photograph:  eric  draper 

Making  a   pig’s  ear out  of  a   lost  purse 
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Blair  to  end  union  sponsorship 
Patrick  VWntour 
Chief  Political Correspondent    

ONE  of  the  chier  remain- 
ing historic  links  be- tween the  Labour 

Party  and  the  unions  is  to  be 

severed  today  when  the  par- 

ty’s national  executive  is  ex- 
pected to  agree  to  end  union 

sponsorship  of  MPs  and  par- 
liamentary candidates. 

The  move  is  part  of  reforms 

prompted  by  tlw  Nolan  Com- mittee's call  to  reduce  paid 
outside  influence  on  MPs. 
Nearly  ISO  of  the  230 

l.i  hour  MPs  are  sponsored, 

including  the  Labour  leader, 

Tony  Blair,  and  the  shadow 
chancellor,  Gordon  Brown. 

The  national  executive  will 
deride  that  unions  slwuld  no 

longer  explicitly  sponsor  indi- vidual MPs.  parliamentary 

candidates  or  would-be  rnndi- 
dales,  but  instead  sponsor 
consittucncy  part  ies. 

Tlie  change,  first  touted  by 
Mr  Blair  six  months  ago.  has  ] 
been  delicately  negotiated  j 
with  the  unions  and  most  of  I 

Shadow  cabinet’s  cash  support 

□   Tony  Blair:  sponsored  by 

Transport  and  General  Work- ers Union; 
□   John  Prescott:  sponsored 

by  RMT: □   Clare  Short:  Unison  pays 

£600  per  year  to  constituency, 
£2,100  election  expenses, 

£25.000  per  year  for  researcher: 
D   David  Blunkett:  Unison 

pays  40  per  cent  of  election 
expenses; 
□   Gordon  Brown:  spon- 

sored by  TGWU; •   i   Robin  Cook:  sponsored  by 

them  now  support  the  reform. 

A   potential  candidate  spon- sored by  a   union  arguably 
had  an  advantage  over  rivals 

in  any  parliamentary  selec- tion, since  the  constituency 
knew  he  or  she  could  bring 

union  financial  backing. 

The  new  procedure  will 

mean  that  unions  are  not  able 

directly  to  back  their  fa- 
voured candidate  before  win- 

ning a   constituency  selection, 
but  will  instead  support  the 

RMT.  Receives  help  from  Uni- son with  research; 

□   Harriet  Harman:  spon- 
sored by  TGWU.  Unison  funds research; 

□   Chris  Smith:  sponsored  by 
Communication  Workers Union; 

□   Jack  Straw:  sponsored  by 
GMB; 

□   Ron  Davies:  sponsored  by  ■ TGWU: 

□   George  Robertson:  spon- 
sored by  GMB  which  pays 

£600  per  year  to  constituency’. 

constituency  itself;  after  the 
selection  is  made. 
The  Labour  leadership 

hopes  the  reform  will  deprive 
the  Conservatives  of  the  accu- 

sation that  Labour  MPs  are 
creatures  of  their  union. 

MPs  first  received  contribu- 
tions from  onions  towards  the 

expenses  of  their  electoral 
organisations,  and  mainte- 

nance payments,  at  a   tune 
when  no  ofUcal  salaries  were 

paid.  But  as  MPs’  salaries 

have  risen,  the  relative  value 
of  union  support  has  fallen. 
Under  the  current  rules, 

first  established  in  1933  and 
last  revised  in  1979,  unions 
cannot  pay  more  than  80  per 
cent  of  the  election  expenses 
of  an  MP,  or  more  than  £600 

per  year  to  a   constituency 
party.  Between  the  1950s  and 
1970s.  around  a   quarter  of  all 
Labour  candidates  were  spon- 

sored. but  Labour  hopes  the 
new  rules  will  encourage 
unions  to  sponsor  marginal 
seats,  rather  than  MPs  in  safe 
Labour  seats,  which  is  the 

current  pattern. In  the  future,  Labour  is  also 

likely  to  tackle  the  practice  of 

unions  —   notably  Unison  — ' directly  funding  the  work  and 
salaries  of  front-bench 
researchers.  The  unions  will 
probably  be  asked  to  place  the 
money  into  a   central  fluid  for 
distribution  to  the  front 

bench  by  the  parts’,  so  reduc- 
ing claims  that  unions  are  di- 

recting the  policy  work  of front-benchers. 

Green  credential*,  page  4; 

Leader  comment,  page  8 

Keith  Harper 

Transport  Editor 

\   A   jfHEN  Marine  Jeffers l/il  found  her  purse  was 
V   V   missing  on  a   train 

journey  from  London  to 
Reading,  she  rang  Padding- 

ton station  and  was 
relieved  to  hear  it  was  wait- 

ing for  her  in  lost  property 
—   she  had  left  it  at  the 
ticket  office  by  mistake. 
But  when  she  arrived  to 

collect  it  three  days  later, 

she  got  a   nasty  shock:  Rail- 
track  employees  had,  with- out her  knowledge, 
removed  £9.50  of  the  £75  in 

the  purse.  The  removal  cov- ered a   £2  handling  charge. 

Morin  e   Jeffers   shocked 

by  Railtrack  ‘theft’  of  money 

she  was  told,  plus  10  per 

cent  of  the  amount  she  had  I 
mislaid.  j 

‘7  was  astonished Ms  Jef- 

fers said  last  night.  “This smacks  of  theft.  Nothing 

justifies  the  unauthorised removal  of  money  from  a 

private  and  confidential 

personal  belonging.” Railtrack  last  night  con- 
firmed that  it  takes  the 

handling  charge  and  a   10 
per  cent  levy  of  lost  money 
over  £50,  with  a   celling  of 

£10. 

Before  Railtrack  took 
over  running  the  network, 
British  Rail  used  to  charge 
a   nominal  sum,  usually  less 
than  £2,  for  handing  back 

lost  property. A   Railtrack  spokesman 

said  last  night  it  would 

apologise  to  Ms  Jeffers  be- cause the  wrong  proce- 
dures were  followed.  The 

correct  procedure  would 
have  been  to  take  all  the 

money,  put  it  in  the  bank, 
and  give  her  a   cheque  for the  amount  due  to  her  after 

the  deductions. 
Ms  Jeffers,  a   student 

from  Wimbledon,  south 
London,  said  the  charges 
were  "arbitrary  in  the 

extreme.” 

She  has  complained  to 
the  rail  regulator,  John 

Swift.  His  office  said  a   code 

of  practice  was  being 
drawn  up  which  would  en- sure that  charges  for 
return  of  property  were 

well  publicised. 
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MP  fights 
Guardian 

‘insult’ 
Sarah  Bosetoy 

A   LABOUR  MP  told  the 
High  Court  yesterd

ay 

he  was  offende
d  

by  a 

Parlia
mentar

y 

sketch 
 
in  the  Guardi

an  
in 

Februar
y  

last  year  which  al- 
leged he  had  foul-mo

uthed  
a 

broadca
ster  

in  Soho,  instead
 

of  apologi
sing,  

after  acciden
- 

tally bump
ing  

into  him. 

George  Howarth.  MP  for 

Knowsley  North  and  shadow 
home  affairs  minister,  denies 
the  incident  ever  took  place, 
Re  claims  the  article,  by 
Simon  Hoggnrt  caused  him 
grave  embarrassment  and 

greatly  injured  his  reputa- tion. 

On  the  opening  day  of  his 
libel  action  against  Guardian 
Newspapers  Ltd,  it  was 
claimed  the  article  would  lead 
readers  to  believe  Mr 
Howarth  was  boorish,  foul- 
mouthed  and  uncivilised 
and/or  a   drunkard  and  not  an 
appropriate  person  to  be  a 
shadow  minister. 
The  Guardian  denies  that 

the  article  could  be  so  inter- 
preted. but  claims  that  even  if 

the  words  do  bear  that  mean- 
ing. they  are  true. 

Mr  Howarth  told  the  court 
he  rarely  went  to  Soho  and 
had  never  met  Fritz  Spiegl, 
the  Merseyside  broadcaster, 
musician  and  writer  whom  he 
is  alleged  to  have  knocked 
into.  Mr  Spiegl  wrote  about 
his  encounter  with  an  un- 

named Merseyside  MP  in  the 
Liverpool  Daily  Post,  and  sent 
a   copy  to  Mr  Hoggart. 

Writing  about  a   Commons 

George  Howarth. .   ‘article 
caused  embarrassment' 

First  night 

Exploration  of  the 
language  of  love 
Michael  Billington 

AU  In  The  Timing 
Nottingham  Playhouse 

PUNT  and  Dennis,  the  TV 
comedy  team,  star  in 
David  Ives’s  All  In  The 

Timing  at  Nottingham  Play- 
house, six  wry.  language-ob- 

sessed plays,  seen  Off-Broad- 
way  in  1994.  which  frequently 
invoke  the  name  of  Woody 
Allen.  The  difference  is  that 

Ives,  lacking  Allen's  Borscht- 
belt.  stand-up  experience, 
does  not  always  go  for  the 

punch-line. 

Inevitably  some  of  Ives's half  dozen  are  better  than 
others.  I   warmed  very  much 
to  Sure  Thing  which  deals,  in 
AyckbournUh  fashion,  with 
the  different  routes  a   cafe-con- 

versation between  a   nian  and 
a   woman  can  take:  how  his 
reaction  to  her  rend  mg  Faulk- 

ner's The  Sound  and  the  Fury 
can  propel  them  towards 
snc  lal  d   isaster  or  to  the  altar. 

Ives's  Ingenuity  also  su  rfaces 
in  The  Universal  Language,  tn 
which  teacher  and  pupil  fall 
in  love  through  exploring  an 
Esperanto-like  language. 

LvesV  forte  is  clearly  a   deep 
romanticism  that  emerges 
through  the  potential  mine- 

field of  language.  But.  when 
heterosexual  union  is  not  at 
stake,  he  sometimes  flogs  an 
idea  todenth.  In  Words. 
Words.  Words,  he  swiftly  de- 

molishes the  proposition  that 
three  monkeys  typing  into  in- 

finity could  produce  Hamlet 

The  Guardian  Wednesday  February  281996 

Lottery  pressure  prompts  deregulation  of  £800  million  bingo  industry 

Big Pat KO’d  at 

debate  on  Sunday  pub  open- ; 
mg,  for  which  Mr  Howarth 
was  a   Labour  spokesman.  Mr 

i   Hoggart  used  Mr  Spiegl's  de- scription of  the  incident,  but 
named  the  MP. 
Mr  Howarth  told  the  court 

“I  feel  very  offended  ...  it 
never  happened,  and  to  make 

out  that  I'm  the  sort  of  person 
who  goes  wandering  around 
the  streets  shouting  abuse . . . 

it  is  out  of  character. " 
In  justification,  the  Guard- 

ian cites  other  incidents.  It 
claims  the  MP  punched  Mail 
on  Sunday  journalist  Alan 
Cochrane  on  one  occasion  in 
a   Commons  bar.  Mr  Howarth 

said  he  had  “had  some 
words"  with  Mr  Cochrane 
over  an  article  about  his  send- 

ing his  11-year-old  son  to  a 
school  outside  Knowsley borough. 

But  according  to  Mr 
Howarth.  it  was  Mr  Coch- 

rane, “the  worse  for  drink" 
who  was  the  aggressor.  “He came  lunging  at  me  shouting 

I   abusively."  he  told  the  court. He  said  he  thought  Mr  Coch- 
rane might  strike  him  and 

put  bis  hand  up.  “I  think  it . 

may  have  caught  him."  he said. 

Mr  Howarth  admits  writing 
to  Guardian  columnist  Ed- 

ward Pearce,  objecting  to 

comments  about  “whingeing 
Liverpudlians",  but  be  denied tacking  on  a   postscript  telling 

Mr  Pearce  he  could  “fuck 
off".  The  MP  told  the  court  he 
was  making  a   joke  to  tighten 

the  tone.  ‘1  put  if  you  are  not 
prepared  to  accept  these  argu- 

ments. you  can  asterisk,  as- 

terisk. asterisk  off." Counsel  for  the  Guardian. 
Manuel  Barca,  reminded  Mr 
Howarth  that  he  had  not 
taken  offence  over  an  earlier 
remark  In  a   sketch  by  Mr 

Hoggart,  that  he  looked  “like 
a   serial  axe  murderer”.  Mr Howarth  had  written  a   wry 
letter  that  was  printed  in  the 

Guardian,  warning  that  “ap- 
pearances are  not  always 

deceptive". A   Parliamentary  sketch 
was  “something  ephemeral 
and  Dee  ting  and  not  to  be 

taken  too  seriously,”  sug- gested Mr  Barca.  But  when  it 
came  to  a   damaging  allega- 

tion about  an  incident  that 
had  not  taken  place,  Mr 
Howarth  felt,  readers  did  not 
differentiate  between  a   news 

story  and  a   sketch. 
The  case  continues. 

»   —   —   m-  — —   -   - 
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■   IKE  an  elderly,  legend  of 

j   ■   the  .   old  West  suddenly 
Bwholng  a-  machine  gun. 

Pat  Buchanan,the  protection- ist'Republican  candidate, 

stood  helpless  in  Tombstone’s 
OK  Corral  yesterday  as  the 

forces  of  global  capitalism  de- 
ployed  against  him. 
-   As  Mr  Buchanan  posed 

with  a   Colt  45  and  a-  gunsling- er's snarl  at  the  scene  of  the 

moat  famous  shoot-out  of  the 
Wild -West,  the  chairmen  of 

Senator  Robert  Dole's  presi- . deritial  campaign  announced 

that  Germany’s  BMW  com- 
pany was  bringing  2,000  new 

jobs;  with  a   $250  million -(£165  million)  expansion,  to 

South  Carolina.  The  state's primary  on  Saturday  Is  the sexton  the  campaign  trail 
;   .'Tat  Buchanan  wants  to 

put  a   tariff  wall  around  Amer- ica that  would  keep  these 

good  jobs  out,”  warned  the .current  and  past  governors  of 
the  state,  co-chairmen  of  the 

Dole  campaign,  as  Mr  Bu- 
chanan's photo-op  'suddenly took  on  the  funereal  trap- 

pings of  Boot  Hill. 

Opinion  polls  had  the  pri- mary too  close  to  call  as  the south-west  gfatte  of  Arizona 
went  to  the  polls  yesterday.  A 

massive  final  television  ad- 
vertising blitz  by  the  million- 

aire publisher  Steve  Forbes 
steam-rollered;  Mr  Buchan- 

an's, far  weaker  television 

QMripalgn 

Privately,  Mr  Buchanan's 
campaign  staff  fear  that  their expected  small  majority  on 

polling  day  will  be  out- weighed by  the  massive  effort 
Mr  Forbes  put  into  getting  ab- 

sentee ballots  hi  December 
and  January,  when  he  was 
riding  high  in  the  polls. 

As  the  news  of  the  BMW  in- 
vestment came  in,  Mr  Bu- 

chanan sniffed  a   new  conspir- 
acy- He  railed  against  the 

European  Union  —   “another 
arm  of  the  New  World  Order” which,  be  said,  was  aimed  at 

setting  up  a   world  govern- ment “to  steal  away  the  sover- 

eignty of  these  United  States. 
And  rm  gonna  take  it  back. 

Take  it  back.  America." The  -visit  to  the  OK  Corral 

had  been  a   clever  idea  far  a 

campaign  gimmick.  It  is  now 
a   museum,  where  life-sized models  of  Wyatt  Earp  and  his 
sheriff  brother  and  the  ban- 

dits they  gunned  down  stand 
with  revolvers  drawn  on  the 

site  of  the  gun  battle  on  Octo- ber^, 1881. 

.One  of  the  bandits  was 

called  Billy  Clanton,  and  a   lit- tle chalk  transformed  his 

name  board  to  read  “Billy Clinton”,  so  Mr  Buchanan 
could  strike  a   glowering  pose 

and  promise  a   shoot-out  in the  November  election. 
But  when  Mr  Buchanan 

then  headed  for  the  most  fam- 
ous of  the  Wild  West  burial 

grounds,  on  the  small  rise that  overlooks  the  old  mining 
town  of  Tombstone,  be  found, 
it  under  new  management 
“Boot  Hill  Graveyard  —   and 

Jewish  Memorial”,  said  the 

sign,  deterring  his  caravan from  its  planned  stop. 

.assgap 

A   long  way  from  Dartford. .   .Sharon  Stone  and  friends  in  Casino,  the  latest  hit  film  with  a   gambling  theme 

Gambling  controls  to  be  swept  away 
Thirteen  towns  added  to  list  of  Casino 
sites  as  bookies  are  allowed  to  advertise 

Dan  Atkinson 

SWEEPING  reforms 
planned  for  Britain's gaming  laws  propose 
a   fundament

al  
shift 

away  from  social  controls  and 
towards  gambling  on  demand. 

The  £800  million  bingo  in- 
dustry will  be  almost  com- 
pletely deregulated,  bookies 

will  be  allowed  to  advertise  in 

newspapers  and  jackpot  ma- 
chines may  be  able  to  pay  out 

thousands  of  pounds. 
Thirteen  towns  would  be 

added  to  the  current  list  of  63 
areas  in  which  casinos  may 
be  sited.  They  are  Oxford, 

Slough.  Peterborough,  Swin- 
don, Gloucester,  Hastings. 

Ipswich,  Croydon.  Dartford, 
Redbridge.  Folkestone,  More- 
cam  be  and  Weymouth. 

The  shake-up  —   announced 
by  the  Home  Office  yesterday 
—   is  already  generating  con- 

troversy. Junior  minister 
Timothy  Kirkhope  said  he 
would  be  looking  at  legalising 

side-betting  on  the  National 
Lottery.  But  the  heritage  de- 

partment, fearing  the  loss  of 
"good  cause"  money  to  book- 

makers. said  this  “is  some- thing ...  we  are  adamant  we 

do  not  want  to  see". 
Meanwhile,  parts  of  the  in- 

dustry were  suggesting  the 

and  then  has  nowhere  to  go. 

Even  a   playlet  about  Trotsky's miraculous  survival  for  36 
hours  with  a   raoimta in-climb- 

er's axe  stuck  in  his  head  runs out  of  steam. 

The  one  new  piece  in  the 

collection.  Degas — C’est  Moi. confirms  Ives  is  at  his  best 
when  his  cerebral  and  roman- 

tic instincts  are  battling  it  out. 
It  is  based  on  the  Thurberish 
idea  or  an  average  New  York 
guy  imagining  he  is  the  great 
artist.  Although  finally  disil- 

lusioned, he  learns  to  accept 
the  beauty  of  diurnal  reality 
through  observing  his  girl 

friend’s  fluency  or  movement 
What  might  simply  hare  been 
an  intellectual  conceit  turns 
into  something  quite  touching 

through  Ives's  access  of feeling. 
Although  the  plays  cry  out 

for  an  all-American  cast  in  an 
intimate  space,  director  Hugh 
Wooldridge  does  his  best  to 
cover  up  the  culture-gap. 
Oddly,  Steve  Punt  and  Hugh 
Dennis  rarely  get  the  chance 
to  work  together.  When  they 
do  the  results  are  good,  but  the 
acting  honours  are  taken  by 
Debra  Beaumont,  especially 
as  the  earnest  language  stu- 

dent, and  by  Mabel  AJtken  as  a 
sharp-tongued  cafe-customer 
and  a   waitress. 

Ives  palpably  has  a   talent; 
but  the  real  test  will  come 
when  he  translates  his  Woody 
Alien -type  tension  between 
head  and  heart  to  the  de- 

mands of  a   full-length,  play. 

Theatre,  G2  pages  12-1 3 

Trafalgar  faces 
billion-pound 
takeover  by 
Norwegian 

shipyards 
conglomerate 

Roger  Cowe  on  a   new 

business  challenge 

THE  QE2  and  other  rem- 1   nants  of  the  Trafalgar 
House  empire  are  in  danger 
of  slipping  Into  the  hands  of 
a   Norwegian  conglomerate 

in  a   potential  billion- 
pound  takeover. 
Rvaemer,  the  Norwegian 

owner  of  shipyards,  pulp 

and  paper  mills  and  oil  in- terests. stressed  yesterday 
that  it  would  only  go  ahead 

with  the  agreement  of  Tra- 
falgar's board.  Two  months 

ago  the  Norwegian  corn- 

proposed  relaxation  did  not 
go  for  enough.  Alan  Gooden- 
ough.  chief  executive  of  the 
Ritz  casino  owner.  London 

Clubs,  said  yesterday's  par- tial shift  towards  regulating 

gambling  as  a   commercial 
rather  than  a   social  phenome- 

non may  prove  unstoppable. 
Shares  In  the  bingo  giant 

Rank  Organisation  jumped  on 
the  news,  as  did  those  of  Bass, 

owner  of  the  Coral  bookmak- 
ers, Ladbroke  and  London 

Clubs. 

The  proposals,  published 
nearly  a   year  later  than 
planned,  represent  a   response 
to  pressures  on  the  British 
gaming  industry,  notably  the 

impact  of  the  National  Lot- 
tery and  competition  from 

overseas  gaming  centres. 

Mr  Kirkhope  said  the  mea- 
sures were  “a  balanced  pack- 

age of  reform"  designed  to update  rules  dating  from  the 
late  1960s.  In  a   reference  to 
the  concerns  of  that  time,  he 

pledged:  "Regulation  will  be 
maintained  to  ensure  the  in- 

dustry stays  crime  free" . These  proposals  will  go  out 
for  consultation  until  May  31. 
Hie  most  radical  measure 

is  the  effective  severance  of 

Britain's  970  bingo  clubs  from 
tough  controls  on  the  119  casi- nos. The  consultation  paper 

described  the  game  as  “a  very 

popular,  low-risk  form  of 

gambling*'. 

Under  the  plans,  btngo  sites 
will  no  longer  have  to  form 
members-only  clubs,  and  the 
24-hour  "cooling-off”  period 
between  joining  and  playing 
will  be  scrapped.  Punters  will 
be  able  to  play  on  Impulse. 

All  advertising  restrictions 
would  go,  as  would  licensing 

Justices’  powers  to  refuse 
lingo  licences  on  the  grounds 

of  “Insufficient  demand". Limits  on  the  extent  to  which 

operators  can  subsidise 
prizes  would  be  scrapped,  and 
the  limit  on  national-game 
multiple  bingo  prizes. 
For  casinos,  the  package 

moves  towards  abolishing  the 

members-only  principle  for 
"hard”  gambling.  The  46-hour 
“ cooling-off '   period  is  halved, 

and  punters  will  be  able  to 
apply  for  membership  by 
post,  instead  of  in  person. 

The  limit  of  six  jackpot  ma- 

chines per  club  should  be  in- creased to  64,  and  the  £250 

jackpot  prize  limit  either raised  or  abolished. 

Licensing  hours  —   cur- 
rently limited  to  midnight  — should  be  brought  into  line 

with  those  of  nightclubs  (2am, 
and  3am  in  central  London), 
and  limited  advertising 

should  be  permitted  in  tele- 
phone directories  and  tourist 

guides. 

Casinos  and  bingo  clubs 
will  be  permitted  to  accept 

payment  by  debit  but  not credit  cards. 

Britain’s 
casinos 

ljUERS 

Bingo  Licensed  bingo  dubs;  UK 
Gala  (owned  by  Bass)  127 

Rank  Organisation 

Carlton  24  #   London  has just  16%  of  the 
country's  casinos,  but  accounts 

Walker  22.  tar  70%  of  al  money  gambled. 
(P  Half  a   million  people  play  bingo 

Cascade  21  everyday. 
#   Mors  than  ESOOm  Is  bet  on 

Pontins  15  bingo  a   year. 

Trafalgar  House Stock  market  value  (£m) 

2000 

The  QE2 . . .   reputation  damaged  by  disastrous  cruise 

mam 
The  Ritz. . .   once  a   prize  asset  but  sold  last  year  for  £75m 

pany  was  given  a   bloody 
nose  by  shareholders  of 
northern  building  company 
Amec,  after  only  10  per 
cent  of  them  voted  for  a 
£360  million  offer. 

Trafalgar’s  directors  will wait  for  a   formal  offer  from 
Kvaemer,  but  their  deci- 

sion will  be  influenced  by 
the  interests  of  the  Hong 

Kong-based  Jar  dine  em- 
pire. The  Jardine  subsid- iary, HongKong  Land,  owns 

a   quarter  of  Trafalgar's 

shares  after  identifying  it 

as  a   vehicle  for  UK  expan- 
sion and  taking  advantage 

of  its  initial  foil  from  grace 

in  1992. At  Its  peak,  Trafalgar 
owned  prize  assets  such  as 
London's  Ritz  hotel  as  well 
as  the  Cunard  shipping  line 
and  the  Daily  Express 
group.  It  was  built  np  in  the 1960s  and  1970s  by  Nigel 
Broakes,  who  was  knighted 

by  Margaret  Thatcber  in 

1984. 

Despite  his  pedigree.  Sir  | 
Nigel  failed  to  capitalise  on  { 

the  1980s  free-for-all  which 
saw  the  likes  of  Lard  Han- son rocket  to  the  top  of  the 

industrial  pile.  In  1991  Tra- 
falgar bought  Davy  Corpo- 

ration. a   high-quality  con- struction company  fallen 
on  hard  times.  But  one  of 
Davy’s  worst  contracts,  to 
build  a   North  Sea  oil  rig. 
landed  Trafalgar  with  huge 

losses  and  led  to  final  disil- 
lusionment with  Sir  Nigel 

and  his  second  in  com- 

mand, Sir  Eric  Parker. 
Trafalgar  was  forced  to 

ask  shareholders  for  more 
money  in  the  first  of  four : share  issues.  They  also 

opened  the  door  to  Hong- 1 
Kong  Land,  the  Jardine subsidiary.,  which  snapped 

np  16  per  cent  of  the  com- 
pany in  October  1992- Sir  Nigel  and  Sir  Eric : 

soon  gave  way  to  Jardine  I appointees.  Meanwhile, Cunard ’s  reputation  was 
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hit  by  the  disastrous  1994 
Christmas  cruise  of  the 

QE2,  which  resulted  in  mil- lions of  pounds  of  damages 
to  customers  who  found 

refitting  work  still  continu- 
ing while  they  were  at  sea. New  chief  executive  Nigel 

Rich  concentrated  on  shed- 
ding unwanted  assets  in  an 

attempt  to  focus  on  interna- tional construction  engi- 
neering which  remains 

Trafalgar’s  most  promising 
.   business. 
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With  comfortable  seats,  porcelain 

plates  and  fine  wines,  Electa  Club  is  the 

gourmet’s  Business  Class. 
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Your  Private  Airline 

For  information  and  booking  see  your  travel  agent  or  phone  Meridiana  on  01 71/339-2222. 
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‘In  the 

summertime 

I   couldn’t  sit 
in  my  back 

garden 
because  of 
the  smell. 

We  got  big 
black  flies 

buzzing  over 
the  fence  all 

the  time’ 

Frank  Bray 

on  Flossie  the  pig 

Flossie  the  Vietnamese  pot-bellied  pig  at  the  centre  of  the  dispute  between  Paul  Telford,  and  Frank  Bray,  above  left  main  photograph  will  walker 

Pet  pig  causes  stink  between  neighbours 
Sally  Wealo 

Along-running  dis- 
pute between  neigh- bours over  Flossie,  a 

2001b  Vietname
se 

pot-bellied
  

pig.  ended  up  in 

court  yesterday 
 after  a   cou- 

ple claimed  they  had  been 
driven  out  of  their  garden 

by  the  animal's  stench. 
'Frank  and  Mary  Bray  had 

been  looking  forward  to  a 
quiet  life  when  they  moved 

into  their  semi-deta
ched 

bungalow 
 
in  Tynemouth

. 

Tyneside, 
 
more  than  seven 

years  ago  with  their  more 

convention
al  

pet,  a   labra- 
dor-collie called  Jet. 

But  soon  after  Paul  Tel- 
ford, a   35-year-old  company 

director,  moved  in  next 
door  be  began  to  complain 
about  Jet's  barking,  New- 

castle upon  Tyne  county 
court  was  told. 

Mr  Telford  tape-recorded 
the  dog  then  blasted  the 
sound  through  the  walls  to 

annoy  his  neighbours.  “It would  go  on  for  about  20  to 
25  minutes  and  it  would  re 

set  itself  and  start'again  10 
minutes  later,”  Mr  Bray 
told  the  court.  “Once  it 
went  from  2pm  to  7pm  then 
came  on  again  at  8.15pm 

until  2am  the  next  day.” 
There  were  also  com- 

plaints that  the  computer 

firm  boss  revved  his  cars' 
engines,  slammed  doors and  tinkered  with  his  jet 
ski  at  all  hours  of  the  day 
and  night-  The  noise  was  so 
bad,  the  Brays  claimed, 
that  ornaments  fell  from 

their  shelves  and  cracks  ap- 
peared in  the  walls. 

But  the  crunch  came 
when  Mr  Telford  pur- 

chased Flossie.  She  was 

kept  in  an  outhouse  at  the 
rear  of  the  bungalow,  free 
to  roam  the  back  garden 
which  was  allowed  to  be- 

come overgrown. The  court  heard  that  a   pig 

like  Flossie  can  produce  be- 
tween three  and  four  kilos 

of  slurry  every  day,  but  Mr 

Telford  had  made  no  proper 

arrangements  to  deal  with 
the  problem.  Excrement 
and  urine  were  allowed  to 
lie  around  the  garden,  pro- 

ducing not  only  an  appall- 
ing smell,  but  attracting 

flies,  mice  and  rats,  which 

invaded  the  Brays’  garden. Traps  set  by  Mr  Bray,  aged 

61,  caught  up  to  tbree 
dozen  rodents. 
“In  the  summertime  I 

couldn't  sit  in  my  back  gar- 

den because  of  the  smell," Mr  Bray  told  the  court 
“We  got  big  black  flies 

buzzing  over  the  fence  all 

the  time." 

For  four  years  he  and  his 
wife  have  been  trying  to 

sell  up  and  move.  Their 
once  cherished  bungalow  is 
on  the  market  for  £69,950. 
“Unfortunately,  no  one 

will-  buy  it  because  of  Mr 
Telford,"  Mr  Bray  said. "That's  what  the  estate 

agents  have  told  me.  1   had 
three  different  estate 

agents  —   and  two  of  them 

have  given  up  on  it" Mr  Bray,  a   retired  fac- 

tory Inspector  with  a   his- tory of  heart  problems,  has 
had  a   heart  attack  since 

launching  his  legal  case.  He 
claimed  Mr  Telford  was 

waging  a   vendetta  against him  and  had  caused  75  per 

cent  of  his  health  problems. 
Phillip  Walling,  acting 

for  Mr  Telford,  said  a   doc- 
tor’s report  from  the  Free- 
man Hospital,  Newcastle, 

described  Mr  Bray  as  hav- 

ing "quite  an  obsessive 

personality”. 

Mr  Bray  denied  the 
charge.  “I  like  things  to  be 

more  correct  than  the  aver- 

age person,"  he  conceded. “I  wouldn't  say  I   am  obses- 

sive. It  comes  from  the  pro- fession I   follow,  being  an 

inspector  in  engineering. 

Everything  has  to  be  mi- 

nutely correct.’* 

The  hearing.  In  which  the 
Brays  are  seeking  damages 

and  an  order  to  stop  Mr  Tel- 

ford being  a   nuisance,  con- tinues today. 

Innocent  Briton  dies  in  Russian  mafia  shooting 

Murder  scene . . .   The  city-centre  Nevsky  Palace  Hotel 

James  Meek  in  Moscow, 

Duncan  Campbell, 

and  Yevgenia  Borisova 

in  St  Petersburg 

A   BRITISH  lawyer  was 
among  three  people 

billed  when  Kalashni- 
kov-wieldin

g  
hitmen  opened 

fire  on  a   suspected  gangster 

in  a   St  Petersburg
  hotel,  Rus- 

sian police  said  yesterday
. 

John  Hyden.  aged  41.  from 
the  Edinburgh  area,  was 

apparently  hit  by  accident  as 
lie  sat  alone  on  Monday  drink- 

ing coffee  in  the  Cafe  Vienna, 

part  of  the  five-star  Nevsky 
Palace  Hotel.  He  worked  for 

the  London  company  of  Sin- 
clair. Roche  and  Temperley. 

•■We  understand  he  was  not 

the  intended  target."  a 

spokesman  at  the  British  em- 
bassy in  Moscow  said. 

Two  men  walked  into  the 
cafe  with  coats  over  their 

arms,  produced  Kalashnikov 
automatic  rifles  from  under 
the  coats  and  sprayed  bullets 
at  a   group  of  men,  killing  two 
and  seriously  injuring  a   third. 
They  escaped,  leaving  their 

weapons  at  the  scene  —   a trademark  of  Russian  hitmen. 
Yesterday  there  were  still 

bullet-holes  in  the  cafe's  win- dows but  increased  security 
at  the  hotel.  The  killing  of  a 

foreigner  in  such  circum- 
stances is  seen  as  highly  dam- 

aging to  the  city's  attempts  to establish  itself  as  a   business 
and  tourism  centre. 
Mr  Hyden,  a   Russian 

speaker  who  was  married,  had 
not  been  staying  at  the  hotel 
and  appeared  to  have  simply 
stoppeo  for  a   coffee  before 
returning  to  Moscow.  He  is 
understood  to  have  moved  to 

Russia  in  1994  to  work  in  busi- 
ness development.  For  the  past 

fortnight  he  had  been  a   consul- 
tant legal  specialist  working 

with  the  European  Bank  for 
Reconstruction  and  Develop- 

ment on  a   water  project. 

A   hotel  spokeswoman,  Na- 

talia Belik,  said:  "We  were 
proud  that  we  had  the  reputa- tion of  one  of  the  safest  places 
in  the  city  and  we  paid  a   lot  of 
attention  to  keeping  this 
image  and  protecting  our 

guests.  But  we  are  dependent 
on  the  situation  in  the  city 

itself." 

The  other  two  men  killed 
are  understood  to  have  been 

bodyguards  of  the  intended 
victim,  who  was  seriously  in- 

jured and  is  under  police 

guard  in  hospital.  Police 
sources  named  him  as  Victor 

Gavrilenkov,  a   Russian  busi- 
nessman and  a   member  of  the 

Tambov  criminal  group, 

named  after  the  city  south- 
east of  Moscow. 

Philip  Dacker,  the  manag- 
ing partner  of  the  Edinburgh law  firm  Dun  das  and  Wilson, 

for  whom  Mr  Hyden  worked 

until  1994.  '   said  last  night "We  are  all  desperately  sad  to 
learn  of  the  untimely  death  of 
John  Hyden.  He  played  a   key 
role  in  the  work  undertaken 
by  us  in  St  Petersburg  during 

his  time  here." 

Assassinations  of  business- 
men and  gangsters,  often 

reportedly  over  minor  debts and  territorial  squabbles, 

have  become  common  in  Rus- 
sia in  recent  years,  particu- 

larly in  Moscow  and  St Petersburg. 

Murders  run  at  the  rate  of 

about  three  a   day  in  St  Peters- 
burg. a   city  of  5   million 

people.  Police  claim  that  they 
solve  around  25  per  cent  of 
crimes  involving  foreigners. 

Last  year,  a   Briton  was  in- jured in  a   shooting  incident 

in  a   popular  restaurant  on 
Novy  Arbat.  in  the  centre  of Moscow.  According  to  one 
version,  the  gunmen,  walking 
through  the  restaurant  after 
killing  their  victim  in  a   back 
office,  shouted  at  everyone  to 
lie  on  the  floor,  but  the  Brit- 

ish man  did  not  understand 
Russian  and  was  shot  dead. 

£1  bn  debt 
write-off  for 
rail  sale 
Keith  Harper 

and  Alex  Brimmer 

THE  Government  has 

agreed  to  write  off 

£1  billion  of  Rail- track's 
 
notional £1.5  billion  debt  to  make  the 

company  more  attractive  to 
potential  investors  and  to  pre- 

pare it  for  sell-off  in  May. 

The  deal  has  been  con- firmed in  a   letter  from  the 
Government  to  Bob  Horton. 
Railtrack's  chairman.  It 
reveals  that  ministers  have 

approved  a   debt  reduction  to 
£589  million,  a   deal  which  Mr 

Horton  will  regard  as  some- 
thing of  a   victory. The  move  was  attacked  by 

Labour's  shadow  transport 
secretary,  Clare  Short,  as  a 
"disgraceful  and  cynical 
move  designed  to  keep  the 

British  public  in  the  dark 
while  the  Government  manip- ulates considerable  public 

fluids. " 

Hie  £1.5  billion  debt  figure 
was  arrived  at  by  accountants 

preparing  Railtrack  for  sale 
based  on  information  gath- 

ered since  it  started  operating 
in  1994. 

The  decision  to  write  off  the 

money  is  a   serious  climb- down  after  ministers.  worried 

about  being  seen  as  too  soft  in 
previous  privatisations,  had 
held  out  for  better  terms. 

As  part  of  the  deal.  Mr  Hor- ton has  had  to  agree  to  invest 
more  than  £500  million  into 
the  Thamesltnk  2000  project 

joining  services  between north  and  south  London.  In  a 

Commons  announcement  yes- 

terday, the  Transport  Secre- tary. Sir  George  Young,  said 
the  project  would  quadruple 
existing  services  from  six  to 
24  trains  an  hour  in  each , 
direction. 

Sir  George  said  the  Govern- ment would  be  expected  to 
add  about  £100  million  of  the  j 

£650  million  cost.  The  centre- 

piece will  be  a   new  station  at St  Pancras  adjoining  the 

Channel  Tunnel  rail  link  ter- minal. the  contract  for  which 
has  been  secured  by  a   consor- 

tium including  Richard 

Branson. 
Mr  Horton  has  beeen  fight- 

ing an  open  battle  with,  the Department  of  Transport  to 

reduce  Railtrack's  debt.  The £1  billion  reduction  will  give 

Railtrack's  balance  sheet  a 
more  respectable  look  in  the 
City  and  make  its  flotation  go 
more  smoothly,  unless 

Labour  comes  out  with  a   posi- tive statement  that  a   Labour 

government  would  re-nation- alise  Railtrack. 
It  also  emerged  yesterday 

that  the  Government  has  de- 
cided to  sell  the  whole  of  Rail- track  and  not  the  51  per  cent 

to  which  it  is  already  commit- 
ted. This  would  make  it  even 

more  difficult  for  Labour  to 
renationalise.  Labour  has 
been  reluctant  to  reveal  its 

plans  for  fear  of  being  drawn 
into  an  argument  about  costs. 

Sir  George  said  that  the 
Thames  link  project  would  in- volve two  new  rail  flyovers  at New  Cross  and  Bermondsey 

and  rebuilding  at  existing 
stations. 

It  would  also  enhance  links 

between  Gatwick  and  Stan- 
sted  airports,  and  create  addi- tional track  and  stations. 

Confirmation  of  Railtrack's 
involvement  in  the  project, 
due  to  be  ready  in  six  years, 

came  when  Sir  George  indi- cated that  it  would  carry  out 

the  "remaining  infrastruc- 
ture works”  including  devel- 

opment at  St  Pancras  station. 
Ms  Short  welcomed  the  an- 

nouncement but  said  It  had 

been  delayed  by  at  least  five 

years  and  would  cost  the  tax- 
payer much  more  because  of 

privatisation. 
City  Notebook,  page  1 1 

Aitken  apology 

over  arms  firm 
David  Hencke,  Westminster 
Correspondent 

JONATHAN  AJTKEN.  the 

former  chief  secretary  to 

the  Treasury,  has  apolo- 
gised to  Parliament  for  failing 

to  register  a   £10,000  director- 
ship with  Astra  Defence  Sys- tems Ltd,  the  company  being 

investigated  for  sending  arms 
to  Iran  via  Singapore. 

He  la  the  first  MP  to  apolo- 
gise to  Parliament  since  the 

appointment  of  Sir  Gordon 
Downey,  the  Parliamentary 
Commissioner  for  Standards, 

as  part  of  the  Nolan  Commit- tee recommendations  after 

the  "cash  fbr  questions"  scan- dals. He  apologised  directly  to 
the  Committee  on  Standards and  Privileges. 

The  ruling  by  the  commis- 
sioner is  a   fresh  embarrass- ment for  the  Government 

coming  a   day  after  it  just  sur- vived a   Commons  vote  over 
the  Scott  Report. 

It  is  also  unfortunate  tim- 
ing for  Mr  Aitken  as  he  will 

next  Wednesday  be  ques- 
tioned by  the  Commons  Trade 

and  Industry  Committee 
about  his  knowledge  of  the 

company's  covert  military  ex- 
ports to  Iran  while  he  was  on 

the  board  from  1988  to  1990. 
Sir  Gordon  has  made  his 

ruling  foUowing  a   complaint from  Stephen  Byers,  Labour 
MP  for  Wallsend.  that  he 

should  have  declared  his  di- 
rectorship when  Astra 

changed  its  name  from 
BMARC  (British  Manufacture 
and  Research  Company).  Sir 
Gordon,  after  checking  at 

Companies  House,  discovered 
there  were  two  companies, 

registered  as  BMARC  and  As- 
tra. during  the  period  in  ques- tion. He  concluded  after  legal 

advice  that  since  at  various 
times  both  companies  used 
the  name  Astra.  Mr  Aitken broke  the  rules  by  failing  to 

notify  the  change  of  name which  would  have  been  used 
in  business  correspondence. 
Mr  Byers  complained  that 

Mr  Aitken  drew  a   distinction 

between  the  two  companies  to 
minimise  the  number  of 

board  meetings  he  attended  at 
BMARC  after  the  disclosures 

about  the  company’s  involve- ment in  Project  Lisi,  a   con- tract to  supply  naval  guns  to 
Singapore  which  ended  up  in 
Iran.  He  told  the  Times  he 
had  attended  three  BMARC 

meetings,  but  had  attended 
five,  two  under  the  name 
Astra. Mr  Aitken  says  he  bad  no 

intention  to  minimise  his  in- 
volvement, saying  he  had 

been  approached  by  journal- ists late  one  evening  about  his 

involvement  with  BMARC. 
The  Times  asked  only  about 
his  involvement  with  BMARC 
so  his  secretary  had  provided 

them  only  with  diary  dates  of 
BMARC  board  meetings.  He 
realised  he  should  have  in- 

cluded the  Astra  meetings 
after  Mr  Byers  complained. 
"At  no  time  have  I   inten- 

tionally sought  to  draw  a 
proper  distinction  between BMARC  and  Astra  Defence 

Systems,  neither  have  I   made 
attempts  to  hide  my  atten- 

dance at  board  meetings." 
Mr  Byers  said  yesterday: “Jonathan  Aitken  drew  a   clear 

distinction  between  the  two 

companies  —   a   distinction  he 

foiled  to  make  in  the  register." 
Politics,  page  5;  Letters, 
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Blair  puts 
environment 

centre  stage 

.T^«...»uM,w.HnpSdav  February
  28 1996 

Paul  Brown 

Brnriromiicnt  Correspondent 

TONY  Blair  promised 
yesterday  to  cut  fuel 
bills  and  create  50,000 

jobs  through 
 
a 

scheme  to  improve  energy  ef- 

ficiency, as  one  of  his  mea- 
sures aimed  at  putting  the  en- 

vironment at  the  centre  of 

Labour's  policy. 
In  his  first  speech  on  the 

environment  since  becoming 
party  leader  Mr  Blair  said 

Labour  wa s   planning  a   trans- 
port policy  designed  to  en- 

courage people  to  get  out  of 
their  cars  by  offering  attrac- 

tive alternatives. 
Among  the  proposals  was  a 

parliamentary  environmental 
audit  committee  which  would 
keep  government  policies 
constantly  under  review,  and 
a   commitment  to  cut  carbon 
dioxide  emissions  by  20  per 
cent  by  2010  ■—  3   Ear  tougher 
target  than  the  Government's pledge  of  stabilisation  by  the 
year  2000. 
Mr  Blair's  speech  delighted environmental  groups. 

Charles  Secrett.  director  of 

Friends  of  the  Earth,  said:  *‘It 
is  good  to  hear  the  Labour 
leader  has  understood  that 
environmental  protection,  a 
healthy  economy  and  social 

justice  bo  hand  in  hand." Mr  Blair,  speaking  at  the 
Royal  Society  in  London  last 
night,  made  a   pitch  for  the 
Labour  Party  to  be  seen  as  the 
natural  home  of  environmen- 

talists. "The  essence  of  the 
left  of  centre  is  that  it  believes 
the  individual  prospers  best 
within  a   strong,  cohesive 
society,  and  that  such  a   soci- 

ety has  to  be  built  around  a 
sense  of  mutual 
responsibility. 
"Our  relations  are  not  sim- 

ply market  based.  They 
require  social  and  moral  prin- 

ciples to  underpin  them.  This 

is  what  the  concept  of  stake- 

holding is  all  about  —   we have  to  balance  the  interests 
of  all  —   not  just  the  producer 
but  the  consumer,  not  just 
economic  growth,  but  the  en- 

vironment ...  As  everyone  in 1 
society  should  have  a   stake  In 
the  economy,  so  we  all  have  a   j 

stake  in  the  health  and  trite  g- 1 

rity  of  the  environment" He  chided  the  Government 
for  failing  to  take  action  on 
global  wanning,  saying  that 
the  ability  to  meet  its  current 
target  was  because  of  the 
switch  from  coal  to  gas  and 
the  serious  recession.  The  en- 

ergy efficiency  scheme  to  help 
the  old  and*  vulnerable  and combat  global  warming  bad 
been  cut 

Labour  would  change  that  1 
with  20  per  cent  carbon  diox- 

ide cuts  by  2010.  He  promised 
a   nationwide  energy  effi- 

ciency scheme  for  homes,  a 
new  transport  strategy  en- 

couraging the  use  of  swift  and 
environmentally  friendly 
forms  of  transport  and  a   part- 

nership with  industry  and 
business  to  drive  down  their 
emissions. 

Mr  Blair  said  the  party  had  1 
to  work  constructively  in 
Europe  to  ensure  policies  i 
which  did  not  destroy 
competitiveness.  , 
He  said  environment  ver- 1 

jsus  Jobs  and  environment 

versus  competitiveness  were  1 
outdated  ideas.  Most  industrl-  i 
alised  countries  wasted  ener- 

gy and  resources  and  pro- duced far  more  pollution  than 
was  necessary  for  their  level 
of  economic  activity. 
Mr  Blair  said  many  good 

initiatives  had  been  taken  by 
local  authorities  to  improve 
the  environment.  Labour 
would  place  a   duty  on  them  to 
promote  the  economic,  social 
and  environmental  well  being 
of  their  areas. 

Leader  comment,  page  8 

1 5   charged  with  watching 
cockfight  face  fines  and  jail 

FORTY  police  and  RSPCA  I   that  John  Lee.  aged  48.  orga- officers  who  raided  a   shed  nised  the  cockfight,  outlawed ■   officers  who  raided  a   shed 
at  a   caravan  site  to  stop  a 
cockfight  found  four  dead 
birds  in  bags.  Thames  magis- 

trates were  told  yesterday. 
The  spectators  fled,  but 

police,  backed  up  by  a   heli- 
copter. arrested  15  of  them. 

As  well  as  the  four  dead  birds, 
two  badly  injured  cocks  were 
found  at  the  site  in  Belvedere, 
south-east  London,  on  April  9 
last  year. 

Officers  in  Operation  Fog- 
horn found  a   board  stating 

the  rules  of  the  pit.  It  read: 
“As  soon  as  birds  are  in  the 
pit  the  fight  is  on ...  the  bird 
that  goes  down  two  minutes 
three  times  is  deemed  to  be 
loser.  Once  the  birds  are 
down  in  the  pit  they  must  not 
be  touched  unless  agreed  by 
large  parties.  Any  person  who 

doesn't  abide  by  these  rules 
must  state  before  pitting  his 
bird.  Belvedere  Rules 

Apply  s" 
The  prosecution  alleges 

that  John  Lee.  aged  48.  orga- 
nised the  cockfight,  outlawed 

150  years  ago,  and  that  police 
found  bundles  of  cash  and 
notebooks  on  Malcolm 
Cooper.  51.  who  told  them  he 
believed  the  event  was  just  an 
auction  of  game  birds. 

Police  also  found  cockfight- 
ing equipment,  Including  a 

set  of  scales  and  waxed  twine 
tor  lying  spurs  on  to  the 
birds'  heels. 

Fifteen  people  are  accused 
under  the  Protection  of  Ani- 

mals Act  1911  of  being  present 
when  animals  were  placed 
together  for  the  purpose  of 
fighting.  Six  face  further 
charges,  including  involve- 

ment in  organising  cockfight-, 
ing  and  causing  unnecessary 
suffering.  Fourteen  deny  all 
the  charges,  the  15th  toiled  to 
appear  in  court  They  fece 

fines  of  up  to  £3,000  for  attend- 
ing a   cockfight  and  £5,000  or 

six  months’  jail  for  cruelty. 
The  hearing  continues today. 

The  late  duke  reviewing  his  private  army,  the  AthoU  Highlanders,  on  his  estate  in  1988.  The  militia  was  given  semi-official  status  by  Queen  Victoria  photograph.-  Glasgow  mswld 

South  African  inherits  ancient  Sects  title 
‘Horrified’  peers, 

family  dash,  land 

signed  away.  Blend 
Gouston  reports 

A   N   ELDERLY  South 

1   a   \   African  land  surveyor M%was  last  night  digest- 
I   a   lung  the  news  that  he 
had  inherited  the  293-year-old 
dukedom  of  AthoU.  complete 

with  Europe's  only  private 
army  and  an  apartment  in  a 
13th  century  Highland  castle,  \ 

The  elevation  of  John  Mur- 
ray. aged  87,  followed  the  i 

death  yesterday  of  his  third  I 
cousin,  George  Ian  Murray, 
the  10th  duke,  at  the  age  of  64. 
The  news  was  received , 

with  dismay  by  Harold  | 
Brooks- Baker,  publishing  di- 

rector of  Burke's  Peerage. 
“This  points,  up  the  weak- 

nesses in  the  peerage  sys- 
tem,” he  said.  “It  is  a   sad  day 

for  the  other  dukes  I   have 
talked  to  —   they  are 

horrified.” 

Scotland  was  more  relaxed 

about  the  prospect  of  a   com- moner succeeding  to  the 

country's  sixth  most  senior 
title.  "These  things  happen  all 
the  time,  there's  nothing  un- 

usual about  it.”  said  the  Lord 
Lyon  King  of  Arms,  Sir  Mal- colm tones  of  Edinsight 
Mr  Murray  has  not  been 

greatly  enriched  by  his  good 

.   ..  .   -***- 
 ■ 

--- 

I 

Blair  castle:  previous  tenants  include  Mary  Queen  of  Scots  -photograph  murdomacleoo 

fortune.  Two  days  ago  tt  was 
revealed  that  the  bachelor 
loth  duke,  a   former  chairman 
of  the  Westminster  Press 

group,  had  made  over  his  an- cestral home  and  virtually  all 

of  his  70,000  acres  to  a   charita- 
ble trust  "to  preserve  it  for 

the  people". 

The  revelation  sparked, 

speculation  of  a   family  fell- 
ing-out. with  Mr  Murray  de- 

picted as  the  mercenary  out- sider punished  for  displaying 

too  commercial  an  attitude 

|   during  an  earlier  inspection of  the  Murray's  Perthshire 

|   seat  However,  the  estate’s 
public  relations  team  was : 

stressing  yesterday  that  rela- 1 tions  between  the  two  men 
had  been  good. 

“There  was  no  animosity," 
friction,”  a   spokeswoman 
said.  “The  heir  will  be  quite 

saddened  to  hear  of  the  duke's death."  Later  she  reported 
that  Mr  Murray,  who  has  two 

sons  and  a   daoghter,  had  sent 

his  condolences. 
The  blood  line  that  ties 

Blair  Aiholl  to  South  Africa  is 

so  dilute  as  to  be  almost  in- visible. The  10th  duke  himself 

only  succeeded  to  the  title 
through  convoluted  family 
links  with  the  third  duke, 

who  died  to  1774.  Inquiries have  been  hampered  by  the 
duke’s  reluctance  to  pass  on 
information  to  genealogists. 

*T  assume  it  was  because  he 

'   was  so  unproud  of  what  was 

happening."  said  Mr  Bcooks- 

I   Baker.  Nonetheless,  a   succes- 
sion which  dates  back  to  a 

mediaeval  Celtic  earldom  has 
always  had  a   strong  soap 

opera .   dement  In  17 46  the Jacobite  Lord  George  Murray 

besieged  his  brother,  the  Han- overian second  duke,  in  Blair 
Castle  —   a   family  feud  ended 

Vy  the  marriage  of  the  respec- tive son  and  daughter. 
The  11th  duke  will  inherit 

several  thousand  acres  his 
predecessor  had  kept  for  his  | 
own  use,  as  well  as  the  family 
crest  which  features  a   sayage 
in  chattia  and  the  tongue- 

twisting motto  'Furth  For-  j 

tune  and  Fill  the  Fetters'.  If ! he  wants,  he  can  assume  the  , 
colonels  hip  of  the  Atholl 

Highlanders,  the  UO-strcmg 
domestic  militia  which  pa- 

rades irregularly  for  de- 
lighted tourists  In  Blair  Ath- oU and  Edinburgh. 

The  “soldiers",  who  have  I 

artillery  and  pipe  band  de- ; 
tachments,  were  given,  semi- 

official status  by  Queen  Vic- toria during  a   Royal 

expedition  to  the  area  in  1845. 
Although  they  have  never fired  a   shot  to  anger  they 
have  an  illustrious  pedigree 

as  descendants  of  the  77fii 
Atholl  Highlanders  raised  to 
fight  in  the  American  war  of 

independence. 
Recruiting  is  by  the  colo- nel’s highly-prized  invitation, with  membership  usually 

1   confined  to  people  who  work 
and  live  in  the  vicinity  of 
Blair  castle.  There  is  no  pay, 

but  the  blue  tunics,  kilts  and 

equipment  are  provided  free. Mr  Murray  is  expected  to 

spend  at  least  part  of  every 
year  in  the  ducal  quarters  of  a 
building  which  is  a   familiar whitewashed  landmark  to 
travellers  on  the  A 9   linking 

Perth  and  Inverness.  - Previ- ous tenants  include  Mary 

.Queen  of  Scots  and  Prince Charles  Edward  Stuart  aka 
Bonnie  Prince  Charie. 

The  old  duke,  a   former  pres- 

ident. of  _   the  Scottish,  Land- owners Federation,  had  a 
1   mixed  reputation  among  en- 

ffiw  -ehcOUr- 

agwgnwrt  of  native  woodland 

was  admired,  but  he  was  felt 
to  have  the  wrong  attitude  to 

predator  control  and  deer 
numbers.  There  were  also  oc- 

casional run-ins  with  hill- 
walkers,  such  as  when  he 
wanted  to  transfer  a   right  of 

way  from  a   mountain  pass  to 

a   path  beside  the  A9. 

“He  wasn’t  that  bad  an  egg, 

just  part  of  an  old-fashioned 

tradition  of  running-estates,” said  Dave  Morris,  Scottish  of- 

ficer of  the  Ramblers.  “We look  to  the  new  duke  to  adopt 
policies  which  are  less  biased 
towards  sporting  objectives 

and  more  towards  conserva- tion claims  and  public 

access" 

Obituary,  page  IQ 
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Beer  today  and 

gone  tomorrow 
may  be  epitaph 
for  the  widget 

Chriatopher  EIBcrtt 

THE  wjdget,  immortal- 
feed  by  comedian  Jack 

Dee  in  television  commer- 
cials, is  being  canned  by 

Britain's  largest  indepen- 
dent brewer. 

Charles  Wells,  which 
brews  Bombardier.  Eagle 
and  Fargo  ales,  is  dropping 

the  plastic  device  that 
releases  gas  whoa  a   can  is 
opened  to  give  beer  a 
‘‘draught  beer  taste**, 

following  customers*  com- j 
plaints  that  It  masks  the taste  of  stronger  ales. 

The  brewery  plans  to  in- , 
troduce  a   new  “nitrogen flush”  system.  '   j 

But  a   spokesman  for CrafnnesB,  which  in  1989  i 

was  the  first  brewer  to  in- ! 
troduce  the  widget, 

following  a   £5  miUlonre-  I search  programme,  said  the  , 

company  stood  by  its  “wid- 1 
Retry”,  insisting  there  bad 
been  no  complaints. Scottish  Courage,  which 

brews  Britain’s  biggest  sell- ; 
ing  widget  beer  in  John 
Smiths,  selling  25  million ! 
cans  a   year,  also  denies 
receiving  any  complaints 
from  customers. 

Health  chiefs  told  to 
reverse  cuts  in  care 
David  Brindfo,  Social 
Services  Correspondent 

MINISTERS  yesterday 

ordered  a   “signlfl- cant”  number  of 

health  authorities  to  reinstate 

services  —   earlier  cut  —   for 

the  elderly  and  long-term 
sick. 

The  move  represents  a   tacit 
admission  that  the  National 
Health  Service  has  to  parts  of 

Britain  lost  sight  of  its  com- mitment to  offer  care  from 
the  cradle  to  tile  grave. 

At  the  same  time,  ministers 
are  acknowledging  that 
"some”  health  authorities 

have  been  trying  to  introduce 
formal  policies  which  would 
deny  care  to  patients  properly 
entitled  to  ft.  to  particular, 
authorities  have  been  told 

they  cannot  impose  unreason- able limits  on  care  for  the  ter- 
minally ill 

“Very  short  time  limits  (for 

instance  of  the  order  of  a   cou- 

ple of  weeks)  are  not  appro- 
priate and  any  time  limits 

should  be  applied  flexibly  In 
the  light  of  individual  circum- 
stances,"  authorities  have 
been  told. 

Local  policies  on  eligibility 
for  long-term  care  are  doe  to 

take  effect  on  .   April  I.  after 
controversy  over  a   number  of 
cases  including  that  of  a 
Leeds  man  denied  farther 
NHS  care  after  suffering  a 
stroke  which  left  hfrri  unable 
to  move,  eat  or  talk. 
The  Department  of  Health  j 

has  reviewed  each  authority’s draft  eligibility  criteria  mid  ' 
present  provision  for  long- 

term care.  The  department’s overall  findings  were  set  out 

yesterday  in  a   circular  to  au- thorities, NHS  trusts  and 
social  services  directors. 

According  to  the  circular, ‘‘a  significant  number  of- 
health  authorities  are  likely 

to  need  to  mlw  change  to 
the  level  and/or  balance  of 
their  spending  on  continuing 

health  care  to  address  on-go- 

ing gaps  in  services  or  to achieve  a   more  appropriate 

balance  of  services". 
The  main  areas  identified 

are  community .   health  ser- vices and  specialist  support 

and  rehabilitation.  This  im- 
plies that  authorities  will  be 

told  mainly  not  to  re-open  tra- 
ditional geriatric  care  hospi- 

tal beds,  but  to  re-invest  to 
other  forms  of  care. A   Health  Department 

spokesman  confirmed  there would  be  no  extra  fending  for 

the  authorities  concerned. 
The  department  issued 

guidance  on  eligibility  crite- 
ria last  August  According  to 

the  circular,  checks  on  local 

drafts  have  revealed  “a  num- ber of  points  where  eligibility 
criteria  could  be  applied  to  a 

way  which  was  not  in  line with  the  intention  of  the 

national  guidance”. _   Criteria  have  to  be  sensi- 
tive to  the  complexity,  or  in- 

tensity, or  unpredictability  of 

a   person’s  needs  —   and  need 
not  hinge  on  continuing  medi- cal care,  as  opposed  to 

nursing. 

The  department's  com- ments lend  official  endorse- ment to  criticisms  of  many  of 
the  draft  criteria.  A   survey 

last  week  by  the  Alzheimer’s Disease  Society  found  that 
limits  of  as  little  as  three weeks'  care  for  the  terminally 
111  were  common. 

John  Bowls,  junior  hnaTfe 
minister  responsible  for  long- 

term care  policy,  said:  “Health authorities  should  be  able  to 
implement  the  ha.cfo  parts  of 
their  guidance  by  ApriL  More 

remains  to  be  dona" 
Labour  said  the  circular 

showed  the  Government’s folly  in  refusing  to  set national  criteria  for  care. 

O   Juan  Pablo  Roque  had  flown  info  Havana  first  class   
long  before  the  incident  that  put  US-Cuba  relations  back  in 
the  deep  freeze  of  the  Cold  War.  He  had  succeeded  in  dunino 
one  of  America*  most  suspicious  movements,  burrowina  hk 
way  into  the  heart  of  the  other  Cuba— -the  nation  ttuitlives in  permanent  exile      

CI2cover  story 
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Meeting  between  old  enemies  raised  alarm  before  Commons  debate,  and  controversy  over  voting  procedures 

Murky  trail 
from  Ulster 
led  PM  to 
fall  out  with 
Trimble  over 
crucial  vote 

David  Trimble  on  Monday  night  after  his  party  bad  voted against  the  Government 

THE  trail  that  led  John 
M*yor  to  fall  out  with 
his  Ulster  Unionist  al- 

lies and  yet  win  Mon- 

day night’s  vote  on  the  Scott 
report  is  murky,  byrantine 
and  dripping  with  intrigue. 
The  Ulster  Unionists,  the 

largest  unionist  party  and  Mr 

Major’s  oldest  ally,  first  smelt 
a   rat  on  Friday,  when  a   rare 
meeting  took  place  between 
two  old  enemies  —   John 

Hume,  leader  of  the  national. 
1st  SDLP,  and  the  Rev  Ian 
Paisley,  leader  of  the  Demo- 

cratic Unionist  Party  (DUP). 
The  two  parties  had  agreed 

to  back  elections  to  the  Peace 
Convention  by  a   party  list 
system  in  which  the  Northern 
Ireland  electorate  voted  as  a 
whole,  rather  than  by  the  18 
parliamentary 
constituencies. 
David  Trimble,  the  new 

leader  of  the  Ulster  Unionist 
Party  <UUP>,  very  much 
regards  the  Peace  Convention 
as  his  baby  and  had  long  been 

PHOTOGRAPH;  GRAHAM  TURNER 

arguing  for  elections  in  18 
constituencies  with  five  seats 
in  each. 

His  suspicions  deepened 
when  the  DUP  on  Friday  an- 

nounced its  three  MPs  would 
abstain  in  the  Scott  vote, 
throwing  a   rare  Paisley  life- 

line to  Mr  Major. 
Mr  Trimble  had  wanted  to 

maximise  the  role  of  the 

Patrick  Wintour  reports  on  how  the  UUP 

ended  up  voting  against  the  Government 
SDLP  leader  John  Home  yesterday  ...  his  meeting  last  Friday  with  Ian  Paisley  had 
alarmed  the  Official  Unionists  photograph  martin  abules 

Peace  Convention  in  any  all- 

party  talks,  and  felt  a   full  sal- 
aried 90-strong  assembly 

elected  from  parliamentary 
constituencies  would  help  es- 

tablish a   body  in  embryo  to 
run  Northern  Ireland.  The 
UUP  also  feared  that  a   list 

system  election  would,  in  ef- 
fect. turn  into  a   plebiscite  on 

the  popularity  of  the  party 
leaders. 

On  Saturday,  Ken  Magin- 
nis,  the  UUP  security  spokes- 

man, met'  a   senior  Northern 
Ireland  Office  official  in  Dun- 

gannon who  told  him  the  Gov- ernment had  clinched  a   secret 

arrangement  with  the  DUP. 

Mr  Trimble  despatched  his 
deputy,  John  Taylor,  to  make 
further  inquiries  on  Saturday 
as  to  whether  the  DUP  and 
SDLP  had  cut  a   deal  with  the 
Northern  Ireland  Office  over 
the  voting  system. 

By  Sunday,  the  Ulster 
Unionists  were  openly  sug- 

gesting for  the  first  time  that 
they  might  vote  against  the 
Government  Until  then,  it 
had  been  assumed  they  might 

abstain.  The  previous  week 
Mr  Trimble,  a   former  law  lec- 

turer, had  been  suggesting 
that  William  Waldegrave 

probably  deserved  to  “get off”,  but  he  fell  the  Attorney- 
General,  Sir  Nicholas  LyeLL, 
was  clearly  culpable. 

By  Sunday  Mr  Trimble  had 
agreed  to  meet  Mr  Major  be- 

fore the  vote.  The  nine  UUP 
MPs  would  meet  at  around 

8.30pm  on  Monday  to  make 
their  final  decision,  so  maxi- 

mising Mr  Trimble's  bargain- ing strength. 

But  prior  to  this.  Sir  Pat- 

rick Mayhew,  the  Northern 
Ireland  Secretary,  sent  a   let- 

ter to  Mr  Maginnis,  promis- 
ing there  had  been  no  deal 

betweeen  the  Government 
and  the  DUP. 

Just  before  6pm  on  Mon- 
day, the  Ulster  Unionist  whip, 

the  Rev  Martyn  Smyth,  met 
the  Conservative  chief  whip, 
Alistair  Goodlad,  and  were 

soon  joined  “as  if  by  chance" 
by  the  Northern  Ireland  min- ister Michael  Ancram.  Mr 
Smyth  admits  this  meeting 
occurred  at  his  instigation. 
He  also  accepts  that  he 

raised  three  or  four  concerns 
—   the  method  of  election  to 
the  Peace  Convention,  the 

need  for  the  intensive  proxim- 
ity talks  including  Sinn  Fein 

to  be  held  after,  rather  than 
before,  the  elections,  and  the 
terms  of  any  referendum 
north  and  south  of  the  border. 
Mr  Smyth  insists  the  Scott 

vote,  on  a   knife  edge  and  only 

four  hours  away,  was  not  dis- 
cussed. However,  no  one  pres- 

ent could  have  been  unaware 
of  the  context  in  which  their 
discussions  were  taking  place. 
Mr  Trimble  met  Mr  Major 

about  half  an  hour  later  in  the 

Prime  Minister's  room  in Westminster.  By  then,  Mr 

Trimble  was  furious  that  offi- 
cials were  once  again  meeting 

Sinn  Fein,  so  soon  after  the 
Docklands  and  Aldwych 
blasts.  That  anger  was  shared 

by  the  Conservative  Party 
chairman,  Brian  Mawhinney, 

an  Irishman  with  strong  con- 

nections with  the  Unionists.  ' He  felt  Northern  Ireland 
ministers  would  have  been 

politically  astute  not  to  have 
held  this  meeting  until  Tues- 

day, after  the  vote. Accounts  of  this  first  of  two 

Trimble-Major  meetings  con- 
flict but  all  sides  agree  that 

Mr  Mzqor  insisted  he  would 

not  play  Ulster  politics  with Scott  Mr  Trimble  is  ftirlous 

at  suggestions  that  he  offered 
a   13-month  deal  in  return  for 

concessions  on  the  referen- 
dum. all-party  talks,  and  the 

voting  system  for  the  election. “Do  you  think  seriously  I   am 

going  to  give  him  a   blank 

cheque  of  13  months?” 

All  sides  at  least  agree  that 
the  meeting  was  inconclusive. 
Mr  Trimble  then  met  his  own 

party  which  agreed  to  vote 
against  the  Government  The 
news  rocked  some  ministers. 
It  looks  as  if  prior  to  that 

meeting,  Tory  whips  had  been 
quietly  confident  they  were 

going  to  win  the  vote. 
Shortly  before  9pm,  Mr  Ma- whinney sent  a   message  to  Mr 

Trimble  saying  he  wanted  to 
meet  Mr  Mawhinney  urged 
him  to  see  Mr  Major  again. 

Mr  Smyth  joined  Mr  Trim- ble and  the  Deputy  Prime 
Minister.  Michael  Heseltine, 

with  Mr  Major.  Mr  Mawhin- 
ney was  also  present  and.  by 

some  accounts.  Mr  Major  was 

surprised  to  see  Mr  Trimble 
again.  Both  sides  confirm  Mr 
Heseltine's  account  that  Mr 

Major  only  Insisted  that  he had  not  done  a   deal  with  the 

DUP,  a   point  he  was  making 

within  45  minutes  or  the  vote 
that  might  have  triggered  the 

collapse  of  the  Government. 
Mr  Trimble  claims  they  chat- 

ted inconclusively  about  the 

differing  electoral  systems. Mr  Trimble  and  Mr  Smyth 

left,  and  the  Ulster  Unionists 

quickly  reconfirmed  amongst themselves  on  the  Commons 
benches  that  they  would  vote 

against  the  Government. At  that  point,  Tory  whips 

felt  defeat  was  as  likely  as  vic- 
tory. Preparations  were  being 

laid  for  a   confidence  vote. 
Their  chief  hope  lay  in  the  un- 

predictable Rupert  Allason. 
MP  for  Torbay.  With  less  than 15  minutes  to  the  vote,  the 

public  services  minister, 

Roger  Freeman,  gave  Mr  Alla- son an  undertaking  —   of  lim 
ited  value  —   that  he  will  pro- 

vide government  time  to 
debate  further  the  use  to 
which  PH  certificates  should 

be  put  Mr  Allason.  possibly 
in  search  of  a   get-out.  grabbed 

it,  voting  with  the 

Government 

Most  Catholics  in  north 

reject  united  Ireland 

Who’s  for  peace? The  view  from  Britain,  Northern  Ireland  and  the  Republic 

Martin  Linton 

ONLY  a   minority  of 
Northern  Ireland  Cath- 

olics support  the  goal 
of  a   united  Ireland  and  most 
back  some  kind  of  continuing 
link  with  Britain,  according 

to  a   joint  Guardlan-Irish 
Times  poll. 

Given  four  possible  futures 
for  Northern  Ireland  —   part 

of  the  UK,  part  of  a   united  Ire- 
land, linked  to  both,  or  an  in- 

dependent country  —   only  27 
per  cent  chose  a   united  Ire- 

land. As  many  as  42  per  cent 
wanted  Northern  Ireland  to 
have  a   constitutional  link 
with  both  Britain  and  Ireland 
and  another  18  per  cent 
wanted  to  remain  part  of  the 

UK. 
There  is  slightly  more  sup- 

port for  a   united  Ireland 
among  voters  in  the  Irish 
Republic  where  it  Is  the  pre- 

ferred option  with  30  per  cent, 
but  that  comes  only  just 
ahead  of  a   federal  solution  on 

29  per  cent  The  Northern 
Irish  Protestants  are  the  only 

croup  who  fovour  the  union 

with  Britain,  by  an  over- 
whelmingly majority,  with  81 

per  cent  wanting  to  remain 

part  of  the  UK. 
Among  British  voters  the 

preferred  option  is  that 

Northern  Ireland  should  be- 
come an  independent 

country,  chosen  by  32  per 

cent.  Only  17  per  cent  want  it 

to  remain  part  of  the  United 

Kingdom. 

But  perhaps  the  most  aston- 

ishing response' in  the  poll  — conducted  simultaneously  in 
Britain,  Northern  Ireland  and 
the  Irish  Republic  —   came 
when  people  were  asked  how 
much  the  border  between 
Northern  Ireland  and  the 
Republic  mattered  to  them. 

The  British  tended  to  think 
that  the  border  did  not  mat- 

ter. The  Northern  Ireland 
Protestants  felt  very  strongly 
that  it  did,  though  only  a 

quarter  thought  it  was  worth 

fighting  for. The  Catholic  comm  muni  ty 

in  Northern  Ireland,  how- 
ever, in  whose  name  the  ERA 

waged  war  on  Britain  for  26 
years,  are  mainly  of  the  opin- ion that  the  border  does  not 

matter  and  is  not  worth  argu- 

ing about The  answers  give  an  insight 
into  one  of  the  paradoxes  of 
Northern  Ireland  politics  — 
that  most  Catholics  are  not 

that  bothered  about  the  bor- 
der. In  polls  where  the  choice 

is  restricted  to  Britain  or  Ire- 

land, they  say  they  would  pre- 
fer to  be  in  Ireland.  But  as 

soon  as  the  choice  is  opened 
out  to  include  some  kind  of 

federal  solution  where  North- 
ern Ireland  bas  joint  sover- 

eignty or  federal  status,  sup- 
port for  a   united  Ireland  falls 

away  rapidly. 
The  poll  may  give  a   few 

clues  to  John  Major  and  John 
Bruton  who  meet  in  London 

for  the  Anglo-Irish  summit 

today.  It  shows  that  the  public 
is  much  less  despondent 
about  the  fixture  of  the  peace 
process  than  the  politicians. 

Unlike  the  many  politicians 
who  declared  the  peace  pro- 

cess dead  after  the  IRA’s  Lon- 
don bomb,  most  people  in  Ire- 
land think  it  is  just  “stalled  at 

present”  and  most  Britons 

think  it  is  “still  con  tinning". If  the  process  has  broken 
down,  respondents  were 
asked  how  they  would  appor- 

tion blame  betweeen  the  IRA, 

the  British  and  Irish  govern- 
ments, the  Ulster  Unionists 

and  anyone  else. 
The  Irish  and  the  Catholics 

in  Northern  Ireland  tended  to 

blame  the  British  govern- 
ment, while  the  Northern 

Irish  Protestants  and  the  Brit- 
ish tended  to  blame  the  IRA. 

But  British  voters  still  put  a 
substantial  20  per  cent  share 
of  the  blame  on  the  British 
government,  11  per  cent  on 
the  Irish  government  and  8 
per  cent  on  the  Ulster 
Unionists. 
Northern  Irish  Catholics 

and  voters  in  the  Irish  Repub- 
lic put  nearly  a   third  of  the 

blame  on  .the  IRA  and  the 
Irish  put  another  13  per  cent 
on  the  Ulster  Unionists. 

Total  decommissioning  of 

all  weapons  is  not  seen  as  a 
realistic  precondition  in  any 
country.  The  British  and 
Northern  Irish  Protestants 
will  be  happy  with  gradual 
decommissioning  as  talks 

progress. 

How  would  you  describe  the  futons  of  the  peace  process  in 

Northern  Ireland  since  the  resumption  of  IRA  bombing? 
GB  Nl  Pro  Cat  IR 

It's  finished  for  good  10  26  32  17  IB 
It's  stalled  at  present  35  57  51  67  56 
It's  still  continuing  46  15  15  14  23 
Bold  represent  tho  rughost  ligiire  Hi  sacti  column.  Pro=  Protestant  Caf=CaBiolle 

If  the  peace  process  has  broken  down,  how.  would  you 

apportion  the  blame  between  then  organisations? 
GB Nl Pro Cat IR 

!   Irish  Government 11 4 4 3 6 
British  Government 20 25 8 52 46 
IRA 58 61 81 

32 

29 
Ulster  Unionists 8 5 3 7 13 

Anyone  else 
3 2 2 3 

•   1 

Who  should  make  the  first  move 
bi  any  attempt 

to  resume 

the  peace  process? 

GB Nl Pro 

Cat 

IR 
The  British  government  by  setting 

an  early  date  tor  all-party  talks 

’   26 

27 

12 50 

46 

The  IRA  by  announcing  a   resump- 
tion of  the  ceasefire 38 62 

80 

36 32 
The  Unionists  by  agreeing  to  talks 
without  conditions 4 5 4 B 12 
The  Irish  government  by  putting 
forward  its  own  peace  plan 

17 

*   2 

1 2 7 

What  precomfitionB  If  any  should  be  laid  down  for  Sinn  Fein's 
participation  in  aB- party  talks? Nl  Pro  Cat  IR 

18  6   36  *   26 No  preconditions 
IRA  must  resume  its  ceasefire 

IRA  should  gradually  decommission 
weapons  as  talks  progress 
IRA  must  decommission  all 

weapons  before  talks  start 
Bold  figures  cansutute  a   majority  in  weft  column 

GB 
11 32  35  33  37 

36 

27  15  14  18  24 

28  31  46 
10 

Which  of  these  possible  sofutioitK  would  you  personally 
prefer  for  Northern  Ireland? 

It  should  remain  pert  of  UK 

Become  part  of  a   United  Ireland 
Linked  both  to  UK  and  Irish  Republic 
Become  an  independent  country 

Ireland  and  the  Republic? 

The  .border  matters  and  people 

should  be  prepared  to  fight  for  it  if 

necessary 

The  border  matters,  but  is  not  worth 

risking  sny  lives  for 
The  border  does  not  matter  and  is  not 
worth  arguing  about 

John  Major  has  proposed  an  early  election  in  Northern  Ire- 
land to  an  assembly  which  would  discuss  a   settlement. Would  that 

GB  Nl  Pro  Cat  IR 
Help  to  restore  peace  30  33  46  14  23 
Make  little  difference  either  way  35  40  39  40  33 
Make  the  situation  worse  19  23  10  43  34 

John  Hume  has  proposed  a   referendum  in  both  Northern  Ire- 
land and  the  Irish  Republic  asking  people  ff  they  want  to 

renounce  violence  and  N   they  want  ad-party  talks.  Would  that 

Help  to  restore  peace 
Make  tittle  difference  either  way 

Make  the  situation  worse 

GB Nl 

Pro 

Cat IR 

17 

65 81 

18 

11 

14 

12 2 

27 

30 

18 23 11 42 29 
32 6 4 8 22 

der  is  between 
Northern 

GB Nl 

Pro 

Cat IR 

6 17 26 5 7 

37 42 46 35 47 

44 38 26 57 42 

GB Nl 

Pro 

Cal IR 

53 

44 33 64 

64 

29 41 48 28 26 
6 11 

15 

6 5 

Cat  IR 

Senator  George  Mitchell  completed  the  report  on  decommis- 

sioning of  explosives  and  arms.  Would  his  intervention  at  this 
Which  of  these  do  you  think  is  closer  to  the  truth? 

GB  Nl  Pro 

Gerry  Adams  knew  the  IRA  were 
planning  to  end  the  ceasefire  and 
said  nothing  about  iL 

Gerry  Adams  was  kept  in  the  dark and  knew  nothing  about  it 

-to  the  As public  c* /refer*  the  Martel  Bnaen reft  Bureau  ottra/and  Interviewed  1J30D  adults  on  Thunoav  22  and  Friday  23  February  Inn*  views  wore  conducted  gmn  me  country  and weighted  to  be  representative  of  all  adults.  In  Northern  Ireland  MR Bl  Interviewed  T.0SW  adults  ow  IS  on  Friday  23  and  Saturday  24  February.  Interview*  were  conducted  across  me 
province  and  results  wobbled  to  be  repreaantatlvo  of  all  adulta.  In  Britain  tCU  interviewed  Ijtttt  adults  ever  15  on  Saturday  24  and  Sunday  25  February  inter  views  were  conducted 
across  die  country  or  phene  amt  results  weighted  to  be  representative  of  all  adufts. 

GB Nl 

Pro 

Cat IR 
50 55 73 30 29 

Help  to  restore  peace 

27 

28 21 

37 

57 Make  little  difference  either  way 
42 52 57 46 29 

26 37 

21 

62 56 
Make  the  situation  worse 

12 

14 

15 

12 5 

Unlikely 

alliance 
seeks 

voting 

benefit 
David  Stianrock 

Ireland  Correspondent 

Elections  may  be 

regarded  by  many  as  the 

purest  expression  of  de- mocracy1, but  in  Northern  Ire- land they  have  often  proved 
to  be  a   source  of  more 
division. 

The  latest  wrangling  proves 
the  point,  with  each  party 

adopting  positions  which 

they  trust  will  leave  them  “on top"  after  an  election. This  is  particularly  true  of 
the  two  Unionist  parties, 

which  have  for  years  con- 
tested the  right  to  speak  on 

behalf  of  the  majority  Protes- tant community. 
Last  Friday  saw  the  highly 

unusual  creation  of  an  alli- ance between  the  nationalist 

John  Hume's  SDLP  and  the 
hardline  unionist  Ian  Pais- ley’s Democratic  Unionists, 

against  David  Trimble’s  Ul- 
ster Unionists  —   Northern Ireland's  largest  party. 

Mr  Trimble  wants  —   but  it 

appears,  will  not  get  —   an election  based  upon  the  18 
Westminster  constituencies 

using  the  single  transferable 
vote  system  with  five  seats  in 
each.  leading  to  a   90- member time-limited  assembly. 

The  DUP  wants  a   "list  sys- tem" election,  by  propor- 

tional representation,  to  a 

body  with  specific  roles. Northern  Ireland  would  be 

treated  as  a   single  constitu- ency. with  voters  choosing 

parties,  although  the  DUP 
favours  appending  the  names 
of  politicians  to  party banners. 

The  advantage  of  the  UUP 

proposal  is  that  legislation  is 
already  on  the  statute  book  so that  an  election  could  proceed 
with  haste. 

The  advantage  of  the  DUP 
proposal  is  that  fringe  parties 
such  as  the  small  loyalist 

groups  would  stand  a   better 
chance  of  getting  a   represen- tative elected. 
Neither  the  SDLP,  Sinn 

Fein,  nor  the  Dublin  govern- ment want  an  election,  but 
Mr  Hume  has  signalled  that 

nationalists  could  live  with 

one,  provided  that  it  led swiftly  and  irrevocably  into 

all-party  negotiations. He  has  also  suggested  an 
all-Ireland  referendum  asking 
voters  if  they  oppose  violence 
and  if  they  want  all-party 
talks. 

Mr  Hume  describes  his 

election  idea  as  an  "index  sys- tem" but  really  It  does  not  dif- 

fer from  Mr  Paisley’s  plan. The  reason  why  these  two 
men,  diametrically  opposed 
in  their  political  objectives, 
can  find  common  cause 

against  Mr  Trimble  is  that 
they  both  stand  to  gain. 
When  Northern  Ireland  is 

treated  as  a   single  constitu- 
ency, as  in  the  elections  to  the European  parliament,  Mr 

Paisley  always  tops  the  poll 
and  Mr  Hume  comes  a   close 

second,  squeezing  the  Ulster 
Unionists  into  third  place. 

This  is  because  both  men  at- tract an  enormous  personal 

vote. 
At  Westminster  elections 

the  DUP  vote  can  dip  as  low 
as  13  per  cent,  rising  to  18  per 

cent  in  district  council  elec- tions, but  soaring  to  29  per 
cent  at  a   European  poll  By 

contrast  the  Ulster  Unionists 

regularly  attract  more  than  30 

per  cent  at  Westminster  elec- 
tions, and  29  per  cent  for  dis- trict councils,  but  only  21  per cent  for  Europe. 

Should  John  Major  press 
ahead  with  the  election  plan, 
it  is  therefore  likely  that  Mr 

Paisley  would  emerge  as  the 
strongest  unionist  voice. 

Freeman’s  remarks  on  floor  of  House  on  gagging  orders  which  made  Tory  critic  change  mind  ‘only  reflects  existing  state  of  law’  •   Information  campaigners  back  MP’s  bill 

lUlillictPFQ  fftarilF  Concession  to  ,racl  machine  tools  warning  in  Matrix  Churchill ministers  ueny  concession  to  reoei  letter  .shows  need  to  protect  whistleblowers- 
Richard  Norton-Taylor 

THE  Government  yester- 
day denied  it  had  made 

concessions  to  Rupert 

Allason.  the  Tory  MP  for  Tor-
 

toy  and  spy  writer
  whore 

last-minute  change  of  mind
 

during  Monday  night’s 
 debate 

on  the  Scott  report  gave  it  a 

dramatic  single-vote 
 victory. 

Mr  Allason  said  he  was  per- 

suoded  to  vote  for  the  Govern- ment after  concessions  by 

Roger  Freeman,  the  Civil  S
er- 

vice minister,  on  the  law  cov- 
ering public  interest  immunity 

defended  the 
iflcates  in  the 
111  arms-to-Iraq 
that  in  future 
ion  should  be 

ther  than  sup- 

ized  on  this  at 

and  ay  night's 
overnment  in- 
that  Mr  Free- no  more  than 

sting  state  of ;   following  a 

Roger  Freeman . . .   would  Rupert  Allason . . .   switched 

look  again  at  PH  law  vote  after  minister's  words 

ruling  by  the  law  lords  in 
1994,  two  years  after  the 
Matrix  Churchill  trial. 

to  a   case  called  Wiley,  the 
law  lords  rejected  the  claim 
made  by  Sir  Nicholas  Lyell, 
the  Attorney  General,  in  the , 
Matrix  Churchill  case  that 
ministers  bad  a   duty  to  claim 
PH  on  a   wide  range  ctf  official 
documents  regardless  of  their 
contents.  They  said  that  minis- 

ters in  future  should  give  pri- 
ority to  disclosure  and  look 

closely  at  the  information  con- 
tained in  the  documents. 

Mr  Freeman  said  no  more 
in  the  Commons  than  that  the 
Government  would  look 
again  at  Pn  law  to  see 
whether  It  should  be  made 
more  liberal,  but  he  gave  no 
specific  commitment.  Ian 
Lang,  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  said  the  Gov- 

ernment would  seek  the 
views  of  MPs.  A   spokesman 
for  Sir  Nicholas  said  yester- 

day the  Attorney  General 
wanted  to  consult  with  law- 

yers and  other  interested  par- 
ties. The  Government  has 

given  no  guarantee  it  will  ac- 

cept Sir  Richard  Scott’s recommendation  that  PII 
claims  should  never  again  be 

used  in  a   criminal  trial  in  the 
blanket  way  they  were  to  the 
Matrix  Churchill  case. 

Opposition  MPs.  mean- while, seized  on  a   passage  in 

Mr  Freeman's  speech  in  the Commons  on  Monday  night 

which  they  said  did  not  corre- spond with  the  findings  of  the 
Scott  inquiry.  He  told  MPs: “Non-lethal  equipment  did 

not  include  dual-use  equip- 

ment if  intelligence  was  avail- 
able that  there  would  be  mili- 

tary end-use". 

The  Scon  report  shows  that 
ministers  knew  from  intelli- 

gence reports  that  Matrix Churchill  machine  tools  were 

being  used  by  Iraq  to  make 
arms,  but  agreed  to  let  them 

go,  partly  to  maintain  the flow  of  information  to  MJ6 
from  Paul  Henderson,  the 
company’s  former  managing 
director  and  chief  defendant 
at  the  trial 

The  report  says  that  Wiliam Waldegrave,  then  a   Foreign 
Office  minister,  was  warned 
in  1969  that  Iraqi  intended  to 
use  Matrix  Churchill  ma- 

chine tools  far  “armaments 
and  munitions  factories".  Mr Waldegrave  responded: "Screwdrivers  are  also 

required  to  make  H   bombs”. Menzies  Campbell,  Liberal 

Democrat  defence  spokes- 

man, said  yesterday:  "Once 
again  a   Government  spokes- man either  misrepresented  or 
ignored  a   crucial  finding  of 

Sir  Richard  Scott". •   Michael  Heseltine,  the  dep- 
uty prime  minister,  will  be 

questioned  about  his  evi- dence to  the  Scott  inquiry 

today  by  the  Commons  public 
service  committee. 

Richard  Norton-Tayfor 

A   CRUCIAL  warning  by  a 
Matrix  Churchill  em- 

ployee that  Saddam  Hus- sein was  using  machine 
tools  to  make  weapons  was 

ignored  for  more  than 
three  years,  highlighting 
the  urgent  need  for  a   law  to 
protect  whistleblowers, 

supporters  of  the  measure 
say  today. 
The  letter,  from  an  un- 

identified employee  at  the 
Coven  try -based  firm,  was 
sent  to  Lord  Howe,  the  then 

foreign  secretary,  in  Janu- 
ary 1988.  It  said  that  the 

company  was  “working  on a   £30  million  order  for  . . . 

lathes  to  be  used  for  muni- 

tions production  in  Iraq" and  that  "these  machines 

are  going  to  be  used  in  ma- 

chine shell  cases”. 
The  Scott  report  said  that 

the  letter  provided  "inde- pendent, usable,  informa- tion’* to  stop  export  li- 

cences and  that  it  “should have  been  recognised  as 

highly  significant”.  It  was 
sent  by  Lord  Howe's  advi- sers to  the  Ministry  of  De- 

fence, the  Department  of 
Trade  and  Industry,  and 

MI6.  but  was  never  shown 

to  ministers. Officials  wrongly  assumed 
that  the  whistleblower  had 
asked  for  the  Information  to 

be  kept  confidential.  If  it 

had  been  heeded,  “subse- quent events  would  have taken  a   markedly  different 
turn",  says  Public  Concern 
at  Work,  a   charity  sponsor- 

ing the  Public  Interest  Dis- closure Bill  to  be  debated  in 
the  Commons  on  Friday. 

Guy  Dehn,  the  charity’s 
director,  said  yesterday 

that  civil  servants  would have  been  more  likely  to 

have  acted  on  the  warning if  the  whistleblower  had 
been  protected  from  repri- 

sals by  management.  Under 
the  bill,  whistleblowers Would  also  be  protected  if 

they  publicised  their  con- 
cerns when  employers  ig- 
nored them.  The  letter, 

which  finally  emerged  be- 

fore the  Matrix  Churchill 
trial  in  1992,  was  one  of  the 
key  factors  behind  Michael 
Heseltine’s  reluctance  to 

sign  a   Public  Interest  Im- 
munity certificate,  a   so- 

called  gagging  order. 
Told  about  the  letter  by 

his  officials,  be  noted  that “it  told  me  that  everybody 

knew”  the  company’s  ma- chine tools  were  being  used 

by  Iraq  to  make  arms. The  letter  was  one  of 

many  doenments  covered 

by  ministers’  PH  certifi- cates. Mr  Heseltine,  the 
then  trade  secretary,  noted 

that  "in  the  Matrix  Chur- 
chill case,  no  rational  per- 

son, who  had  looked  at  the 
files,  could  have  said  that 
the  documents  should  not 

have  ben  disclosed”. 

The  Public  Disclosure 

Bill,  which  is  also  backed 
by  the  Freedom  of  Informa- 

tion Campaign  and  has 
cross-party  support,  has been  tabled  by  the  Labour 
MP  for  Islwyn,  Don  Touhig. 
Richard  Shephard,  page  g 
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Rogue 
MP 

trumpets 
cause 

across 
outback 

Wednesday f^b
nMT281996 

Graeme  Campbell 
covers  a   vast  area 

to  woo  voters  and 

annoy  the  Labour 
Party,  reports 
Christopher  Zi  nn 

THE  dusty  outback  seat 
or  Kalgoorlie  is  said  to 

be  the  biggest  constitu- 
ency in  the  world.  Ten 

times  the  size  of  Britain,  it 
is  a   suitably  epic  arena  for 
Australia’s  most  outspoken 
politician  and  bone  of  the 
Labour  Party. 
Oxford-born  Graeme 

Campbell's  constituency 
spreads  from  the  rugged 
Kimberleys  across  almost  a 
third  of  the  continent  to  the 
Nullarbor  Plain  in  the 

Crossroads . . .   Maverick  MP  Graeme  Campbell  finds  a   local  resident  with  whom  to  discuss  his  options.  All  the  places  signposted  are  in  his  gigantic  constituency 

south.  It  Is  arid,  sheep- 
farming  land,  but  rich  in 
gold  and  other  minerals. 
To  represent  it  in  far-off 

Canberra  requires  stamina 
and  sacrifice.  Mr  Camp- 

bell's wife  Michelle  said 
that  in  one  262-day  period 
last  year  he  was  at  home 
for  Just  31  nights. 

He  said:  “It's  one  way  to 

save  a   marriage.” But.  after  16  years.  Mr 
Campbell  could  be  on  the 
verge  of  losing  his  seat  in 

Saturday's  federal  election. 
Tbe  maverick  MP  who 
turned  Kalgoorlie  from  a 
safe  Liberal  to  a   safe 
Labour  seat  is  fighting  this 
time  as  an  independent.  In 
November  he  was  finally 
e.vpeUed  from  the  Labour 
Party  after  years  of  scath- 
ingootbursts. 

It  probably  did  not  help 
when  he  said  the  best  thing 
the  prime  minister,  Paul 
Seating,  could  do  for  Aus- 

tralia was  to  “have  a   state 

funeral”.  But  when  the  MP 
who  arrived  in  Australia  at 

the  age  of  ll  as  a   £10  mi- 
grant helped  launch  a   new 

party  called  Australians 
Against  Further  Immigra- 

tion, he  finally  lost 
Labour’s  endorsement 
“A  lot  of  people  reckon 

he's  a   bloody  idiot  bat  no- 

body argues  that  his  heart’s always  with  Kalgoorlie. 
Most  think  he’s  a   pretty 

good  member,”  said  Jan 
Saw,  publican  of  the  Picca- 

dilly Hotel  in  Kalgoorlie City. 

The  gold-mining  town, 
noted  for  having  a   street 
full  of  brothels,  has  cer- 

tainly taken  Mr  Campbell 
to  Us  heartl  Stella  Strong, 
who  runs  the  Red  House 

bordello,  wrote  to  the  Kal- goorlie  Miner  newspaper: 
“He  has  always  treated  my 

staff  and  me  as  equals." Bat  in  the  fight  with  the 
endorsed  La  bo  nr  candidate 
Tan  Taylor,  a   popular  state 

MP,  such  support  mighunot be  enough. “It's  very,  very  hard  to 

win  as  an  independent  but  X 
think  I   can  hold  It.  I 
wouldn't  put  it  any  higher 
than  that,”  Mr  Campbell said  last  night 

He  is  not  patting  bis 

money  on  his  former  par- ty’s chances  after  13  years 

in  power,  and  the  polls back  him  up. 

“Tbe  Libs  will  win.  No 
one’s  voting  for  John 

Howard  [the  opposition 

leader}  with  any  enthusi- asm. .   They  are  voting 

against  Keating.” Mr  Campbell  is  an  out- and-out  populist.  He  boasts 
that  be  is  Angio-Celttc  and 

proud  of  it.  He  claims  to have  the  support  of  many 

immigrants  who,  he  be- lieves, want  to-be  part  of  a 
robustly  Australian  and 

not  a   “politically  correct” culture. 
He  also  claims  to  have 

the  support  of  many  of  the 

Aborigines  who  live  in remote  communities  in  bis constituency. 

He  has  great  respect  for 
his  electorate.  They  “have a   sense  of  .independence, 

honesty  and  commonsense 

you  don't  find  elsewhere  in Australia,”  he  says. 
And,  until  Saturday  at 

least,  they  will  be  repre- sented by  the  sort  of  MP 
you  don't  find  anywhere 
else  In  Australia  either. 

Vietnam’s  wildlife  losing  the  peace 
Rampant  poaching 

and  large-scale 
destruction  of  the 

rainforest  to  fuel  the 

struggling  econo- 
my is  posing  more 

of  a   threat  to  imper- 
illed animals  such 

as  the  langur  mon- 
key, right,  than  50 

years  of  warfare,, 
writes  Tony  Perry 

IF  HALF  a   century  of  war was  bad  for  the  wild  ani- 
mals or  Vietnam.  20  years 

of  peace  .are  proving  even 
worse.  The  Indochina  tiger 
which  once  roamed  the  coun- 

tryside is  rarely  seen.  Ele- 
phants. bears,  peacocks,  the 

clouded  leopard,  deer,  mon- 
keys and  other  wildlife  are 

disappearing  because  of  ram- 
pant poaching  and  large-scale 

destruction  of  the  forest. 
Even  the  deadly  cobra  Is  in 
full  retreat. 

At  greatest  risk  are  brightly 
cnhnired  monkeys  called  lan- 

gurs that  exist  in  the  wild 
only  m   Vietnam  and  now  are 
on  the  verge  of  extinction. 

But  a   group  of  American  and 

China  pours 
scorn  on 

the  ‘failure’ 
John  Major 

German  zoos  and  the  Ameri- 
can branch  of  the  World  Wide 

FUnd  for  Nature  are  working 
with  the  Vietnamese  to  save 
threatened  species. 
"You  have  wildlife  that 

somehow  managed  to  survive 
50  years  of  warfare  but  may 
not  survive  the  next  15  to  20 

years  of  economic  growth." said  Karen  KiLtmar,  associate 
curator  of  mammals  at  the 

San  Diego  Zoo. 
"In  many  ways  Vietnam 

was  closed  to  outside  ideas  for 

many  years  and  missed  the 
entire  environmental  move- 

ment.’’ said  David  Hulse,  a 
WSVF  official  in  Hanoi. 

In  an  attempt  to  prime  its 
struggling  economy,  the  com- 

munist government  is  felling 
forests  to  provide  land  for 
farms  and  factories.  With  a 

population  of  75  million  grow- 
ing annually  by  2   per  cent, 

Vietnam  is  one  of  the  most 

densely  populated  and  fastest 
growing  countriesin  Asia. 

Up  to  half  the  forests  were 
damaged  or  destroyed  by  the 
war.  The  Vietnam  News 
Agency  estimates  that  with 
several  hundred  thousand 
acres  being  cleared  annually 

they  will  disappear  com- 
pletely within  decades. ’■It’s  as  if  everything  that  is 

flat  is  being  cultivated."  said Dennis  Pate,  curator  erf  the 
Metro  Washington  Park  Zoo 
in  Portland.  Oregon. 

Our  Correspondent 
in  Hong  Kong 

JOHN  MAJOR’S  travails appear  to  have  finally  led 
tlv  i   'h  mi ‘sc  Communist  Party 
to  ditch  iLs  predilection  for 
i   islilh  um  Western  politicians 
Mr  Maim',  who  is  expected 

t.*  nun  l hi’  Chinese  prime 
minister.  Li  Peng,  in  Bangkok 
tomorrow,  luis  been  described 

hv  Boiling's  mouthpiece  in 
Hong  Kong  as  the  failed 
Ji-.idiT  ufa  failed  party. 
"M.nor  lias  . . .   revealed 

ImtiscK  lacking  In  the  %‘ision. 
uxpurioncv  and  knowledge  of 
n   leader."  an  editorial  in  the 
newspaper  Wen  Wei  Po  says. 
"Only  a   Labour  Party  govern- 

ment ran  save  Britain.” 
Sn wring  at  the  Conserva- 

tive’-. desire  to  learn  from 
Asia’s  “tiger"  economies. 
Wen  Wei  Po  says  Mr  Major’s 
government  is  beset  by 
"rebellion,  internal  splits,  the blows  of  repealed  scandals 

and  economic  slump”. 
Beijing  has  long  hold  West- 

ern conservatives  in  high 
regard,  particularly  Edward 
Hrath  and  Richard  Nixon. 
Relations  cooled  under 

Margaret  Thatcher,  who 

angered  China's  then  leader, 
Deng  Xiaoping,  with  com- 

ments about  the  sanctity  of 
the  19th  century  treaty  that 
ceded  Hong  Kong  to  Britain. 

But  Mr  Major  appears  to 
have  sunk  the  relationship  to 

a   new  low  with  his  continu- 
ing support  for  the  Hong 

Kong  governor,  the  former 
Tory  Party  chairman  Chris 
Patten. 

Tibetans  die  in 
desert  of  snow 
Andrew  Higgins 
In  Hong  Kong 

THE  wore!  snow  storms 
for  a   century  an*  endan- 

gering the  lues  of  tens 
of  thousands  of  Tibetan 
nonuuls  by  devastating  the 
herds  of  yak  and  sheep  they 

depend  upon  for  food,  cloth- 
ing and  fuel. The  Yushu  Autonomous 

Prefecture  in  the  Chinese 
province  of  Qinghai  is  at  tbe 
Centre  of  what  aid  workers 
warn  could  be  a   humanitar- 

ian catastrophe.  The  district 
is  the  site  erf  the  secret  labora- 

tory that  built  China's  first nuclear  bomb  and  a   labour 
camp  archipelago. 
Medecins  sans  Front  ieres 

reports  that  temperatures  in 
the  ansa,  high  on  the  Tibetan 
plateau,  have  dropped  as  low 
as  -47C.  killing  more  than 
three-quarters  of  livestock. 

Aid  workers  who  have  vis- 
ited Yushu.  an  area  of  104,000 

square  miles  inhabited  by 
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"If  the  yaks  die.  the  people 
die  too,"  said  Serge  Depotter, 
an  MSF  field  worker,  speak- 

ing by  telephone  from  the 
Qinghai  capital  Xining.  a   20- 
hour  journey  by  jeep  from  the 
more  accessible  parts  of  the 
district.  The  area  is  too  high 
for  crops  or  trees  so  nomads 
trade  cattle  for  the  firewood 
they  need  to  survive. 
"They  are  getting  very 

close  to  the  end  oT  their  food 

supplies.”  said  Mr  Depolter. who  visited  the  area  last  week 

and  was  told  there  was 

enough  food  for  a   week. 
Officials  estimate  that 

25.000  people  have  lost  all 
their  cattle,  and  a   further 
55.000  have  lost  more  than 
80per  cent.  At  least  700.000 
yaks  and  sheep  are  thought  to 
have  died. 

China,  with  help  from  Can- 
ada. provided  emergency  sup- 

plies at  the  start  of  the  year 
but  these  are  now  exhausted. 
Some  16,000  people  are  suf- 

fering from  frostbite  and  an- 
other 12.000  from  snow  blind- 

ness. a   condition  in  which  the 
cornea  is  damaged  by  glare. 

"This  is  the  first  time  we 

have  had  to  deal  with  a   “white 
desert’.  We  are  used  to  seeing 
starvation  in  the  deserts  erf 
Africa  and  the  Sahal  but  this 

is  a   desert  of  snow,”  said  the MSF  regional  director  in 

Hong  Kong,  Alain  Gutooux. 
The  district  of  Ganzl  in  the 

neighbouring  Sichuan  is  also 
badly  hit  The  United  Nations 
department  of  humanitarian 
afihlrs  quoted  official  Chinese 
reports  cf  48  confirmed  dead 
there. 

Yushu  in  Qinghai  is  inhab- 
ited by  ethnic  Tibetans,  who 

call  the  area  Jyekundo  and 

prize  the  medicinal  proper- 
ties of  the  local  caterpillar. 

The  area  forms  part  of  greater 
Tibet  which  is  united  by  the 
Buddhist  faith  and  loyalty  to 
the  Dalai  Lama  but  was 
carved  up  under  Chinese  rule 
into  separate  administrative 

regions. The  veteran  dissident  Wei 
Jingsheng  spent  much  df  the 
15-year  jail  sentence  imposed 
in  1979  in  Qinghai. 

"You  end  up  with  a   series  of 

steep  hillsides  that  are  avail- 
able for  wildlife.  They're  like disconnected  islands,  and 

that’s  not  a   good  way  to  man- 

age habitat." 

William  Langbauer.  direc- 
tor of  research  at  the  Pitts- 

burgh Zoo.  said:  “If  we  don't do  something  quick  ,   a   lot  of 

indigenous  species  will  go  ex- 
tinct Vietnam  is  ripe  for  en- 

lightened conservation-" Ttlo  Nadler,  a   German  film- 
maker and  conservationist 

works  with  Vietnamese  park 
rangers  seeking  poachers  and 
timber  thieves.  On  a   single 
night  they  found  two  lorries. 
10  ox-drawn  darts  and  46  bicy- 

cles carrying  wood  cut  in  tbe 

park. 

Vietnam  has  some  of  the 

strictest  laws  in  AsJa  to  pro- 
tect endangered  species  but 

their  enforcement  leaves 
much  to  be  desired.  A   black 
market  in  forbidden  animals, 
both  live  as  pets  and  dead  for 

their  medicinal  parts,  flour- 
ishes openly  in  most  cities. 

WWF  is  also  training 
national  park  guards  to 

counter  poachers  and  is  urg- 
ing the  Vietnamese  to  expand 

sanctuary  areas. 
In  April  the  wildlife  group 

is  co-sponsoring  with  a   Viet- 
namese business  organisation 

and  the  American  Chamber 
of  Commerce  a   conference  in 
Ho  Chi  Mmh  City  fo  discuss 

ways  in  which  economic  de- 
velopment and  animal  sur- 

vival can  co-exist.  —   Los  An- 

gelas Times. 

News  in  brief 

Hutus  kill 
46  refugees 
Hutu  rebels  killed  46  people 
in  refugee  camps  in  two 
attacks  in  north-western  Bu- 

rundi, an  army  regional  com- mander said  yesterday. 
Colonel  Luclen  Rufyiri  said 

30  people  were  killed  and  two 
soldiers  wounded  in  attacks 

on  Monday  in  Cibitoke  prov- ince. Rebels  killed  16  people 

in  another  raid  in  the  prov- 
ince on  Friday.  —   Reuter. 

Dhaka  crackdown 

Bangladeshi  police  arrested 
another  two  key  opposition 

figures  yesterday  in  what  ap- pears to  be  a   continuing 

crackdown  on  government  op- 
ponents. They  were  Tofayel 

Ahmed  of  the  Awami  League 
and  Abdul  Kader  MoIIah  of 

the  Jamaat-e-Islami. — AP. 

PLO  minister  ill 
Farouk  Kaddoumi.  who 
serves  as  the  PLO’s  foreign 
minister,  has  been  taken  to 
hospital  in  Tunis  with  heart 

problems.-- AP. to  die  in  pile-up 
At  least  to  people  died  yester- 

day when  more  than  120  lor- ries apd  cars  crashed  and 

burst  into  flames  in  thick  fog 
on  a   motorway  near  the 
northern  Belgian  city  of 

Ghent  — AP. 

Temporary  support 

Managers  of  a   struggling  fac- 
tory in  the  southern  Russian 

city  of  Voronezh  are  unable  to 

pay  their  workers  in  ‘roubles 
—   so  have  started  paying 

them  in  bras  instead.  The  ma- chine-building plant 

apparently  traded  some  of  its 
products  for  a   shipment  of 
Chinese-made  bras.  —   AP. 

Cuba  defiant  in  face  of 

US  strong-arm  tactics 
Mark  Tran  In  Now  York 

THE  United  States  used 

all  its  diplomatic  mus- cle yesterday  to  push 
a   statement  through 

toe  United  Nations  Security 

Council  deploring 
 
Cuba’s shooting  down  of  two  civilian 

aircraft 
The  council  also  asked  the 

International  Givil  Aviation 
Organisation,  a   UN  agency,  to 

investigate  toe  inrident 

Despite  China's  request  for 
a   delay  to  give  Cuba's  foreign minister,  Roberto  Robainia 
Gonzalez,  a   chance  to  address 
tbe  council,  the  US  insisted 
on  immediate  action.  The 
result  was  a   16-hour  session 

yesterday  and  harsh  ex- 
changes between,  the  US  am- 

bassador, Madeleine  Al- 
bright. and  her  Chinese 

counterpart,  QinHnasun. 
The  council  adopted  a   presi- 

dential statement  censuring 

Cuba,  but  shrank  from  a 
weightier  formal  resolution. 
Although  the  US  secured 

prompt  action,  the  final  state- 
ment was  toned,  down ’   sub- 

stantially. Instead  of  con- 
demning Cuba,  the  council said  it  strongly  deplored 

Cuba's  action.  A   reference  to 
Cuba  as  a   threat  to  world 
order  was  deleted- 

Cuba,  which  says  it  shot 
down  .the  two  US  civilian 

planes  in  defence  of  its  air- space after  issuing  warnings, 
reacted  with  defiance. 

“Cuba  neither  fears  nor  ac- 

cepts threats.”  toe  foreign 
ministry  said  in  a   statement 
published  an  the  front  page  of 
tbe  Communist  Party  daily 

Gra nma. Cuban  television  produced 

a   pilot  who  worked  with  the Miami-based  Brothers  to  toe 

Rescue,  a   group  of  Cuban  ex- iles who  regularly  fly  over  the 
Florida  Strait  Juan  Pablo 

Roques,  who  appeared  to 

have  infiltrated  tbe  group  on 

behalf  of  the  Cuban  govern-, 
meat,  said  that  Brothers  to 
the  Rescue  had  planned 
attacks  in  Cuba  and  hoped  to 

assassinate.  Presidents  Fidel 

Castro.  V?  ̂  

Mr  Robaiaa  was  expected  to 

provide'  evidence  to  toe  coun- 
cil last  night  that  toe  two 

planes  were  intercepted  in- 
side Cuban  airspace.  Mb  .Al- 

bright was-  expected  to  bring 
charts  and  maps  to  argue  that 

the  planes  wri^  in. interna- tional airspace. 
When  -toe  statement  was 

adopted.  Ms  ■   Albright  -   scud: "The  Cuban  crime  has  been 

really  shown  in  the  council, 
where  we  have  deeply  de- 

plored the  acts  of  tbe  Cuban 
air  force  for  having  shot 
down  two  unarmed  civilian 

aircraft” 

Russia's  ambassaor.  Sergei 
Lavrov,  expressed  sympathy 
for  Cuba’s  position,  saying 

that  an  investigation  should 

also  cover  the  provocation  of 
earlier  flights  by  Brothers  to 
toe  Rescue  into  Cuba.  The  US 

administration  has  been  criti- 
cised by  some  analysts  for  not 

acting  to  prevent  Brothers  to 
toe  Rescue  from  violating  Cu- ban sovereignty. 

Diplomats  attributed  Amer- 
ican baste  at  the  .UN  to  the 

Intense  domestic  pressure  on 
bBjresidleht (£lintgn .to  adopt. a., 
tom  jjosttrre.  •Jtfiflr  thfciflpior>  , 

ida  primary  twfr' weeks'  aWay,  ■ 
Mr  ‘   Clintob's  ■Republican, 

rivals' in  the  presidential  cam- 
paign are  Jockdying  for  politi- cal advantage. 

•   Senator  Robert  Dole,  the 

Republican  front-runner, 
said:  “After  months  erf  mov- 

ing toe  wrong  way —towards coddling  Castro  —   President 
Clinton  has  yet  to  understand 
that  the  only  way  to  deal  with 
Castro's  tyranny  is  with  real 

firmness  and  pressure." Jonathan  FVogdtand,  02  front 

Colombia  considers  Nixon-style 

solution  to  Samper’s  Watergate 
Pressure  is  growing  forthe  president  to 

go  before  the  case  against  him  is 
resolved,  writes  Phil  Gunson  in  Bogota 

WHAT  did  President 

Ernesto  Samper  of 

Colombia  know  about 

the  drugs  money  that  alleg- 
edly financed  his  1994 

campaign? 
When  did  he  know  it,  and 

did  he.  os  his  former  defence 

minister  and  campaign  man- 

ager claims,  mount  a   "gigan- tic cover-up"  when  word 
began  to  teak  out? 

These  are  some  of  the  ques- tions, to  be  resolved  by  a 

parliamentary  commission 
which  reopens  its  hearings 

today  Into  a   case  reminiscent 
of  the  Watergate  scandal 
which  cost  Richard  Nixon  toe 
US  presidency  20  years  ago. 

Having  declared  in  Decem- ber that  there  was  no  case  to 

answer,  the  commission  was 
obliged  to  reconvene  when 
Fernado  Botero,  toe  former 

defence  minister  who  is 

himself  awaiting  trial  in  con- nection with  the  scandal, 
changed  his  testimony  and 
directly  implicated  the 

president A   fortnight  ago  toe  govern-' mentis  independent  prosecu- 
tor, Alfonso  Valdivieso,  pre- sented the  commission  with 

allegations  against  Mr 

Samper  based  largely -on  Mr Botero’s  statements,  includ- 
ing electoral  fraud,  misuse  of 

government  funds  and  “ma- noeuvres aimed  at  covering 

up  the  facts”. 

Those  doe  to  be  questioned 
include  not  only  the  presi- 

dent, but  his  forefen,  interior 
and  communications  minis- 

ters. All  can  theoretically  be 
senttojail. 
The  president  continues  to 

proclaim  his  innocence  and 

has  rejected  repeated  calls from  the  church  and  business 
community,  among  others,  to 

step  aside  for  the  good  of  the 
country. 

Constitutionally .   the  presi- dent's fete  is  in  the  bands  of 

toe  legislature,  whose  mem- 
Bers  are  held  in  low  esteem 

by  an  apathetic  and  cynical 

public. 

The  case  seems  likely  to 

drag  on  for  months  and  end  in 
a   second  exoneration  —   un- 

less, that  is,  moves  afoot  to 

Ironically,  for  a   country 
that  rewrote  its  constitution 
as  recently  as  1991,  the  coup 
proposal  is  not  tbe  only  plan 
that  is  outside  the  legal 
framework. 

Last  week  the  newspaper  El 

Espectador  suggested  a   con- stitutional amendment  to 
allow  fresh  elections.  The 
plan  has  some  support:  even 
the  president  has  not  ruled  it 
out,  though  he  continues  to 
say  his  innocence  must  be  es- tablished first Under  the  constitution,  if 
he  were  impeached  or  stepped 
down  voluntarily  the  vice- 
president,  Humberto  de  la 

The  case  seems  likely  to  end  in  a 
second  exoneration  unless  moves  to 

change  the  rules  of  the  game  succeed 

change  the  rules  of  the  game 

succeed. 
*Tf  the  impeachment  pro- 

ceedings take  another  six 

months,  this  country  is  fin- 
ished,” said  the  Liberal  sena- tor Luis  Guillermo  Gxraldo, 

one  of  the  members  of  the president’s  own  party  calling 
for  his  resignation. 

Retired  General  Jose  Joa- 

quin Matallana,  a   former chief  of  the  joint  staff,  says: 
"While  Samper  is  president 

the  country  will  remain 

ungovernable." 

Gen  Matallana  openly 

favours  a   “technical  coup”  to 
put  a   miUtary-civilian  junta 
in  power  while  fresh  elections 
are  prepared. 

"The  moment'  trill  coma," 

he  says,  “when  the  solution 
will  have  to  be  outside  toe 

constitution." 

Although  the  armed  forces 
have  publicly  maintained  a 
united  front  a   source  close  to 
the  high  command  claims 

that  the  generals  are  almost 

evenly  split  over  a   proposal  to resign  en  masse. 

Calle,  would  serve  out  his 
term. 
Although  this  solution  was 

initially  popular,  particularly 
with  Conservative  opposition 
leaders,  it  has  lost  steam  in 

recent  weeks. Gen  Matallana  points  out 

that  Mr  de  le  Calle  “was elected  on  the  same  ticket  and 

whether  he  knew  [about  the 

drug  cartel  contributions]  or 

not,  he’s  in  the  same  boat”. Another  solution  which  ap- pears to  be  gathering  support 
is  aj punto final  (fhH  stop)  law, 

vaguely  modelled  on  toe  Ar- 
gentine law  of  the  same  name 

that  granted  amnesty  to  mili- 
tary officers  accused  of 

human  rights  abuses  under the  dictatorship. 
Senator  Jaime  Dussan,  a 

Samper  supporter  who  plans 
to  present  a   full  stop  bill  this week  for  public  debate,  says 
it  would  cover  all  those 
accused  of  crimes  against  the 
state,  including  drug  traffick- 

ers. guerrillas  and  corrupt 

politicians. 

Trials  would  continue  but 
sentences  would  be  negoti- 

ated. and  the  politicians  who agreed  to  be  covered  by  the law  would  be  banned  from 

holding  public  office. Others  favour  a   full  am- 
nesty in  return  for  permanent 

withdrawal  from  public  life,  a 
solution  some  feel  would 
allow  Mr  Samper  a   dignified 

way  out  of  the  crisis. It  would  be,  in  the  words  of 

one  senator,  “a  Nixon  solu- 

tion a   la  Colombiana" . leader  comment,  page  8 
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Both  sides  in  Chechenia  are  replenishing  ‘stocks’  for  swaps,  writes  Andrew  Harding  in  Grozny 

Prisoners  of  war  for  sale 
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On  the  other  side,  Anzm e   of 
Russian  mothers  are  ventur- 

Into  the  mountains  hop- 
ing to  strike  deals  with  Che- 

chen fighters  holding  their 
sons  as  PoWs  after  14  months Of  fighting, 

"It's  like  the  Middle  Ages 
here  —   things  have  got  worse 
and  worse,”  said  Hussein 
Khammidov,  head,  of  a   volun- 

tary service  which  helps  Che- 
chens in  their  search  for relatives. 

Mr  Khammidov,  who  set  up 
his  missing  persons  centre 
after  his  two  sons  were  hiipH 

in  the  war,  said  the  exchange 
"business”  was  booming 
following  the  breakdown  of 
peace  talks  last  autumn  and 
the  suspension  of  official  pris- 

oner swaps. 

There  is  now  strong  evi- 
dence that  both  sides  are  try- 
ing to  replenish  their 

"stocks'*,  the  one  taking  more 
Russian  soldiers  hostage,  the 
other  detaining  young  Che- 

chen mm  who  dare  to  run  the 

gauntlet  of  Russian  check- 
points outside  Grozny. 

The  disappearance  of  an  es- 
timated 2,000  Chechen  civil- 

ians has  been  condemned  by 
the  Organisation  for  Security 

and  Co-operation  in  Europe’s 
miRSlnr)  jn  Ownhwiia  Paral. 
lets  have  been  drawn  with  the 
situation  in  Argentina  in  the 

1970s. “There  are  dozens  cf  fresh 
cases  every  month  of  young 

Chechen  men  who  are  ar- 
rested. often  on  arbitrary 

‘They  are  beaten,  deprived 
of  food  and  tortured, 

including  mock  executions’ 
grounds,  and  then  disappear 

into  the  Russian  camps,”  said an  OSCE  representative, 

Roman  Wasilievskt  “Same 
buy  their  way  out,  but  by  all 
anecdotal  evidence  —   and 
same  cases  directly  known  to 
us  —   they  are  beaten  system- 

atically, deprived  cf  food  and 
.tortured,  Including  mock 

executions.” 

'   Ramzan  Musallev,  a   French 
journalist  who  witnessed  last 
week’s  brutal  Russian  assault 

an  the  town  af  Novogroz- TMaroiri,  said  he  saw  three 

Chechens  being  viciously 

beaten  by  troops.  Another 
prisoner  was  kept  overnight 

almost  naked  in  a   gmaTi  pit 

dug  in  a   muddy  field. 
The  journalist  was  lucky  to 

survive  his  time  in  a   Russian 
camp.  On  the  way  there,  six 
men  were  shot  and  another 

two  suffocated.  “When  we  got 

there,  they  beat  me  uncon- 
scious — three  in  all.” Families  hoping  to  buy  free- 

dom for  their  Chechen  rela- 
tives have  to  pay  about  S   mil- lion roubles  (£1,000).  But 

those  who  have  the  money 
often  encounter  new 

problems. 

"The  Russians  told  me  they 

have  my  brother,”  said  a   tear- fhl  Chechen  woman,  Madina 

Mogamadova. “First  they  wanted  money. 

but  then  they  told  me  to  find  a 
Russian  prisoner  cf  war  to 
swap  for  him,  i   found  one, 
called  Sergei  Limonov,  in  the 
mountains.  But  then  they  told 

me  that  Limonov  is  a   de- serter. and  that  I   must  find  a 
Russian  officer  instead.  Now 
they  tell  me  they  no  longer 

have  my  brother  —   that  he has  been  sentenced  to  15 

years  in  prison.” 

Russian  parents  looking  for 
their  soldier  sons  often 
receive  little  better  treatment 
from  their  own  government 
"They  tricked  us  —   the 
scum,’’  said  Tamara  Todesei- 
chuk,  who  travelled  thou- 

sands of  mile*  from  die  Pa- cific coast  to  search  for  her 

son  Sergei,  who  was  captured 

two  mouths  ago  by  niMghgn 

fighters. 
She  found  f»fm  “fet  and healthy,"  living  in  a   moun- 

tain village  with  h**  Chechen 

capfor*-  “I  held  his  hand   

the  Russians  agreed  to  a   swap 
—   they  said  they  would  bring 
26  Chechens  to  exchange  but 

they  never  turned  up  —   for ‘technical  reasons',  they 

said.” 

Finally,  one  Chechen  pris- oner was  exchanged  for  four 

Russians,  but  “the  Chechen 
was  in  such  a   terrible  state  he 

died  within  a   week." 
Chechen  fighters  have  gen- 

erally won  praise  from  Rus- sian parents  for  the  way  they 
look  after  their  prisoners.  But 

hospitality  sometimes  comes 
at  a   high  price. 

“They  want  $40,000  from me,"  one  elderly  Russian 

man.  He  said  people  in  his 
home  town  were  helping  him 
to  raise  the  money  to  buy 

back  his  officer  son.  but  he 
was  worried  about  heading 
into  the  mountains  with  so 
much  cash,  after  hearing 
stories  of  similar  journeys 

ending  in  tragedy. 

Underdog  bares  teeth  to  halt  Bosnia’s  ‘carve-up’ 
Julian  Borger  in  Sarajevo 

THE  former  Bosnian 
prime  minister  Haris  Si- 
lajd2ic  accused  Serb, 

Croat  and  Muslim  nationalist 

parties  yesterday  of  splitting 
the  country  three  ways,  in  de- 

fiance of  the  Dayton  peace  ac- 
cord, and  laid  out  his  plans 

for  a   new  multi-ethnic  politi- 
cal movement  to  fight  for  a 

unitary  state  in  this  year’s elections. 

Mr  Sifejdzic,  who  resigned 
as  bead  of  the  government 
last  month,  said  the  new 
party,  as  yet  unnamed,  would 
be  launched  within  the  next 
fortnight. 

But  In  an  interview  yester- 
day at  his  modest  new  office 

in  a   central  Sarajevo  tower 

block,  he  said  he  did  not  ex- 
pect the  elections,  scheduled 

for  September  at  the  latest  to 
be  free  and  fair. 
He  accused  the  governing 

Party  of  Democratic  Action 
(SDA),  the  Muslim  movement 
which  expelled  him  earlier 
this  month,  cf  using  commu- 

nist-style tactics  to  limit  ac- 
cess to  the  media,  and  of  co- 

opting generals  and  religious 
leaders  into  its  executive. 

“It  increasingly  looks  like  a 
bad  copy  of  the  old  commu- 

nist system,”  he  said  in  his 
most  outspoken  attack  to  date 
on  his  former  party. 
The  Dayton  accord,  signed 

In  December,  envisages  a   uni- 
tary Bosnia  consisting  of  a 

Muslim -Croat  federation,  and 
a   Serb  republic  (Republika 

Srpska).  But  Mr  Silajdzfc  ar- 
gued that  all  three  leading  na- 

tionalist parties  —   the  SDA, 
the  Serb  Democratic  Party 

(SDS).  and  the  Croatian  Dem- 
ocratic Union  (HDZ)  —   were 

working  towards  a   three-way 
partition  of  the  country. 
He  made  his  remarks 

against  the  backdrop  of  a   con- 
tinuing exodus  of  Serbs  freon 

the  five  Sarajevo  suburbs  due 
to  be  transferred  to  federation 

control,  egged  on  by  SDS  lead- 

ership under  Radovan  Karad- 
zic. That  exodus  has  been 

given  impetus  this  week  by  a 
Nato  offer  to  provide  security 
for  Bosnian  Serb  military 

trucks  helping  to  remove 
Serb  residents. 

"The  whole  aim  of  Karadzic 

is  to  partition  Bosnia  and,  if 

they  extract  the  Serbs  from 

Sarajevo,  he  knows  the 

Croats  and  the  Bosnian  Mus- 
lims will  not  be  able  to  go 

back  to  the  Republika  Srpska 

and  tht*  is  the  goal  that  the 

international  community  par- 
ticipates in  because  it  is 

convenient” 
He  added  that,  while  he  was 

prime  minister,  some  former 

SDA  colleagues  had  shown  “a 
lack  of  enthusiasm”  for  en- 

couraging Serbs  to  stay  on. 
“The  Serb  exodus  spells  the 

end  of  a   moderate,  multi-eth- 

nic core  around  Sarajevo,” 
said  one  diplomat  “Those  are 
all  potential  SUajdzic  voters 

you  see  leaving.” The  50-year-old  former  his- 
tory professor  was  pessimis- tic about  the  fixture  of  the 

Muslim-Cro&t  federation, 

which  he  said  had  become  lit- 
tle more  than  a   front  for  the 

creation  of  two  separate  eth- nic states. 

Nearly  two  years  after  the federation  was  formed  under 

pressure  from  the  United 
States,  there  has  been  virtu- 

ally no  reintegration  of  Mus- lim and  Croat  populations. 

A   pilot  project  agreed  at 
Dayton  to  allow  refugees  to  go 

home  to  four  federation-held 
towns  to  restore  their  pre-war 
ethnic  mt*  has  also  ground  to 
a   halt  in  the  face  of  resistance 
from  local  SDA  and  HDZ 
chieftains. 
“How  come  the  two  parties 

that  have  a   majority  in  the 
parliament  and  ran  do  any- 

thing politically  on  the 
ground . . .   now  have  the  prob- 

lem of  implementing  the  fed- 
eration?" Mr  Silajdzlc  asked. 

The  future  cf  the  federation 

is  generally  viewed  as 

pgBgntiai  to  the  survival  of  the 

Dayton  peace  plan.  Jf  it  fells 
apart,  there  win  be  scant chance  of  the  federation  and 

the  Republika  Srpska  knit- 

ting together. The  consequence  of  failure, 

Mr  Sifejdxic  said,  would  be  a 

romp  Islamic  state  sand- 
wiched between  a   greater  Ser- 

bia »nd  a   greater  Croatia.  The 
Bosnian  army  fought  for  14 
months  to  prevent  such  a   par- 

tition, but  now,  Mr  Silajrizic 
says,  fixe  SDA  leadership  is 
willing  to  acquiesce. 

‘1  think  it’s  a   power  prob- 

lem,” he  said.  TIhe  SDA 

thinks]  it’s  better  to  have 
mare  power  in  a   smaller 
space  than  less  power  on  a 

wider  space.” 

The  next  steps,  Mr  Silajdzic 

predicted,  would  be  the  radi- 
calisation  of  the  Mm%  mini- 
state,  and  a   new  war  within 
five  years,  in  which  the 
Croats  and  the  Serbs  would 

seek  to  partition  the  Muslim 
rcunp. 

He  said:  “In  that  case  Tm 
afraid  we’re  looking  at  more 
trouble  in  the  Balkan*  for  at 

least  a   decade  to  come." Political  observers  here find  it  impossible  to  predict 

Mr  Silajdzlc’s  electoral 
chances,  but  be  will  enter  the 
race  as  the  underdog. 
The  nationwide  television 

networks  are  controlled  by 
the  nationalist  parties,  and 
even  in  federation  territory 

the  government  is  blocking 
the  creation  of  an  indepen- 

dent national  channel. 

Mr  Silajdzic's  party  organi- 
sation stretches  to  three  cam- 
paign workers  in  a   pair  of 

rooms  financed,  he  insists, 

out  of  his  own  pocket  He  ad- mits he  has  so  far  not  raised 
any  campaign  funds,  and  is 

hoping  for  donations  from 
businessmen  among  the  Bos- 

nian diaspora  in  Scandinavia and  Germany. 

Against  these  daunting 
odds,  Mr  SOajdzic  is  gambling 

on  what  he  terms  the  “demo- cratic dissident”  strand  in 
history.  Asked  to 

provide  evidence  that  the 

spirit  of  tolerance  has  sur- vived 43  month*  of  WET,  he 

gestured  at  his  spartan  office 

and  laughed 

"You're  looking  at  it,"  he 
said. 

Moving  day . . .   A   young  boy  waits  outside  his  home  in  Hijas,  a   suburb  of  Sarajevo,  as  his  parents  prepare  to  join  the  Serb  exodus 

AT  LEAST  14  people  were  killed  and  dozens  injured  after 
120  vehicles  ploughed  into  each  other  in  thick  fog  on  a 

Belgian  motorway  yesterday.  Police  said  at  least  one 
French  and  one  Dutch  national  died  in  the  mile-long  pile- 
up  on  the  E 17  motorway,  which  links  Antwerp  in  the  north 
to  the  French  city  ofLille  in  the  south.  They  believed  all 
survivors  had  been  freed  from  their  vehicles,  but  said  the 
death  toll  could  rise  if  more  bodies  are  found  in  the  burnt- 
out  wreckage.  The  accident  happened  yesterday  morning 
close  to  file  north  western  town  ofDeinze.  The  police  said 

motorists  had  been  surprised  by  a   sudden  thick  fog.  “We 
drove  into  a   wall  of  fog,”  said  an  Englishman  living  in 
Belgium.  Marc  Schoonackers,  police  commander  of  the 
nearby  town  of  Anzegem,  who  saw  the  start  of  the 
accident,  said  there  was  a   series  of  small  explosions  and 
then  fire  spread  quickly  through  the  cars.  A   petrol  tanker 
loaded  with  5,000  gallons  of  petrol  was  involved  bat  did 
not  catch  fire.  —   Reuter,  Deinze 

SA  welcomes  Cuban  doctors 

SOUTH  AFRICA’S  minister  of  health  marked  the  arrival  of  96 
doctors  from  Cuba  yesterday  by  railing  at  Britain  far  pinching 

her  country’s  trained  medical  personnel.  “We  are  not  pleased 
with  what  Britain  is  doing  here  and  we  are  having  discussions 

with  them.”  said  Dr  Nkosazana  Zuma.  “Obviously  they  do  notfeel 
compassionate  towards  us  if  they  are  willing  to  take  the  few 

doctors  that  we  have.” 
Supporters  cf  the  ruling  African  National  Congress  chanted 

anti-American  slogans  in  welcome  to  the  Cubans,  who  are  on 

three-year  contracts  to  fin  some  ofthe  country's  2,000 vacant 
health  posts.  The  decision  to  hire  Cubans  drew  some  critic  ism 

from  the  South  African  medical  profession  when  it  was  an- 
nounced last  year,  but  a   subsequent  tact-finding  team  returned 

from  a   visit  to  the  island  startled  by  the  high  standards  ofhealth 
care  under  Fidel  Castro. 

“They  are  not  totally  familiar  with  an  the  drugs  or  techniques 

we  use,  but  all  the  pegs  are  there  to  hang  our  methods  an  to,” Professor  David  Morrell  said  yesterday,  speakingfor  the  medical 
selection  committee  which  oversaw  the  hiring  cf  the  Cubans. 

In  another  gesture  of  solidarity  with  Cuba  yesterday ,   South 

Africa’s  North  West  regional  government  announced  it  was  twin- 
ning itself with  the  province  of  Santiago  de  Cuba. — David  Beres- 

ford,  Johannesburg. 

Ranee  shuns  Rwanda  study 

FRANCE  was  accused  yesterday  cf  pulling  out  of  an  international 

study  cf  the  Rwandan  genocide  because  the  yet-tobe  published 
report  reflects  badly  on  its  foreign  policy. 

The  report,  written  by  a   Danish  team  and  flmded  by  intema- 
tional  agencies,  including  the  Red  Cross  and  the  World  Bank, 
criticises  France’s  “contradictory”  attitude  in  backing  the  Butu- 
dominated  government  and  obstructing  the work  of  a   United 
Nations  peace  force  despatched  during  the  1994  crisis. 

Bid  the  leaked  report,  which  is  due  to  be  published  on  March  12, 
also  lambaste  the  broader  international  community  for  encourag- 

ing the  genocide  by  vacillating  and  triggering  an  exodus  of 3   million  people. 

It  says  relief  efforts  were  botched  and  governments  refrained 
from  taking  political  action  which  could  have  halted  the  genocide 
of  up  to  1   million  Hutus  and  Tutsis. 

Henri  Lecferc,  the  barrister  for  the  Ligue  des  Droits  de 
1 'Homme — a   French  human  rights  group — said  yesterday:  “I  am 
not  surprised  to  bear  that  France  withdrew  fending  for  the  study. 

That  is  in  keeping  with  its  contradictory  policy  on  the  region.” 
Mr  T^ctera*anrgarn«itir»n  ic  prigging  for  lAgnl  arfrinn  again  at 

alleged  perpetrators  cf  the  genocide  who  are  hiding  in  France.  He 
said;  "France  has  still  not  ratified  the  international  treaty  to 

create  a   war  crimes  tribunal  for  Rwanda.” 
The  Danish  report  praises  donors  and  aid  agencies  for  an 

“impressive  and.  on  the  whole,  effective  relief  operation”  but  says 
that  poor  co-ordination,  rivalries  and  waste  caused  many  need- 

less deaths.  Clear  warning  signs  were  “ignored,  discounted  or 
misinterpreted  ”,  the  report  says,  encouraging  those  behind  the 
genocide  by  signalling  an  unwillingness  to  intervene.  —   Alex Duval  Smith,  Paris, 

Krajina  Serb  charged  with  attack  on  Zagreb 

Realtor  hi  The  Hague 

THE  Krajina  Serb  leader 
Milan  Martic.  charged 

with  ordering  a   cluster  bom
b 

attack  on  the  Croatian  capital 

Zagreb  last  year  in  whic
h  at 

least  seven  civilians  died,  was 

accused  yesterday  of  using 
terror  tactics. 

A   Swedish  prosecution  law
- 

yer, Eric  Ostberg.  told  toe 
war  crimes  tribunal:  The 

shelling  of  Zagreb  was  not 
 a 

reprisal.  It  was  a   terror  ret
ali- 

ation and  it  was  unlawful 

Survivors  are  expected  to 

testify  against  Mr  Martic, 
who  is  charged  with  ordering 
the  Zagreb  attacks  of  May 
1995  after  a   Croatian  offensive 

against  the  breakaway  Kra- 
jina Serbs. 

The  United  Nations  tribu- 
nal said  in  its  indictment  last 

July  that  he  Mr  Martic  had 
given  orders  to  fit  rockets 
with  cluster  bomb  warheads, 
designed  to  break  up  into  a 
number  of  explosive  parts 
which  scatter  over  a   large 

area. 
Mr  Ostberg,  addressing  the 

tribunal  at  the  start  of  three 

days  cf  hearings,  said:  “Za- 
greb was  lucky.  I   am  sur- prised that  many,  many  more 

people  didn’t  die.  They  [the rockets]  were  sent  targeting 
the  centre  cf  the  city  and  they 
hit  the  centre  cf  the  city  . 

The  damage  was  less  than 

anyone  could  imagine.’' 
Although  Mr  Martic  is  still 

at  large  the  chief  prosecutor, 
Richard  Goldstone,  has 

requested  hearings  at  which evidence  can  be  presented 
and  witnesses  and  victims 
asked  to  testify  against  him. 

Belgrade  lifts  sanctions  against  separatist  rebels 
Reuter  in  Belgrade 

THE  Yugoslav  govern- 
ment lifted  sanctions 

against  Bosnia's  separatist 
Serbs  yesterday,  the  official news  agency  Tanjug 

reported. The  suspension  is  ex- 
pected to  have  little  imme- diate impact  bnt  will 

clearly  boost  morale  among 
the  moderate  Bosnian  Serb 
leaders  who  are  now  at 
odds  with  hardliners  loyal 
to  the  increasingly  isolated 

“president”,  Radovan  Kar- 

adzic, and  hi*  parliamen- 
tary “Speaker”,  Momcilo Krajisnik. 

The  Nato  secretary-gen- 
eral, Javier  Solana,  certi- 

fied on  Monday  that  the 

Bosnian  Serbs  had  with- 
drawn from  zones  of  sepa- 
ration along  a   new  inter- ethnic boundary,  thereby 

fulfilling  a   requirement  for 

suspending  UN  sanctions. 
The  zones  were  set  out  in 

last  November’s  peace  ac- cords drafted  in  Dayton, 

Ohio. 

UN  sanctions  against  the 

two  republics  which  make 

up  Yugoslavia’s,  Serbia  and Montenegro,  have  already 
been  suspended. 

Belgrade  imposed  mili- 

tary, economic  and  politi- cal sanctions  against  the 
Bosnian  Serb  leadership  on 

August  4 1994- The  action  was  taken 
after  the  separatist  leaders 
repeatedly  rejected  peace 
plans  and  snubbed  their 
former  champion,  the  Ser- 

bian president  Slobodan 
Milosevic. 

Return  to  Madrid’s  supremacy  haunts  Catalans 
.     uirtfnrv  will  end  the  oresident’s  reian  I   I   gobu*  a   |   autonomous 

A   conservative  electoral  victory  will  end  the  preside
nt’s  reign 

as  national  kingmaker,  writes  Adela  Gooch  
in  Barcelona 

FOR  the  past  three  yeara 
Catalonia's  presiden

t. 

Jordl  Pujol,  has  revelle
d 

in  the  role  of  politica
l  king- 

maker in  Spain,  propping  up 

Felipe  Gonzklez 
 s   ailing 

Socialist  governme
nt  while 

extracting 

mdependent-mmded  re
gion. 

The  Increasing  likeliho
od 

of  the  conservative  o
pf^i- Bftmitar  Partv.  win- 

'*"•  
*ln .   -     vim  am 

elec- 

UM1I.  * 

nine  Sunday  =» 

tiSf  is  making  him  a
nxious. 

dSperete  as  he  »   t0  ,av°£ 

anyweakening  of  Ba
rcelona  s 

influence  in  Madrid. 

If  the  polls  are  right,  
the  PP 

will  win  enough  votes  to  gov- 

ern without  Mr  Pujol’s  co-op- eration. again  raising  the 

spectre  of  Castilian  suprem- acy which  has  always 
haunted  the  Catalans. 

The  PP  leader,  Jose  Maria 
Aznar,  would  be  less  tolerant 
of  nationalist  demands  than 

Mr  Gonzales,  despite  his  ac- 
ceptance of  the  principle  of 

devolution. 
Some  Catalans  feel  that  de- 

volution has  already  gone  for 

enough  in  their  region  and 
Mr  Pujol  has  started  to  lose 

votes  to  the  PP.  There  are  pre- 
dictions that  it  could  increase 

its  support  in  the  region  by 
up  to  a   third,  returning  as 
many  as  12  MPs  to  Madrid. "When  the  right  is  strong 

in  Spain,  the  rich  Catalan 
bourgeoisie  supports  it.  When 

it  is  weak,  they  lend  then- 
votes  to  the  nationalists,” 
Luis  Foix,  deputy  editor  of 
the  Catalan  daily  La  Vanguar- 
dia.  explained. 
“They  backed  Pujol  when 

he  was  anti-Socialist  and 
have  now  turned  against  him 

for  supporting  Gonzalez." 
Some  of  the  non-Catalan ■■immigrants’*  who  work  in 

the  region  are  also  shifting. 

“What  have  the  Socialists 
dime?”  asked  one  from  the 
Mancha  area  of  central  Spain. 
‘Tm  tired  of  paying  taxes 

which  go  to  line  Socialist  hon- 
chos’ pockets.  I'm  sick  of  our 

companies  being  sold  off  to 
foreigners,  and  Tm  sick  of 
Europe  and  the  agricultural 
policy  which  has  meant  we 
had  to  uproot  our  vines,  stop 
fishing  and  allow  Moroccan 

produce  into  our  markets.” 
“Elsewhere  the  young  and 

enterprising  are  leaving  the 
Socialists,"  said  a   Barcelona 
lawyer  and  former  indepen- 

dent member  of  Mr  Pujol’s 
regional  government  ‘In  Cat- alonia that  is  happening  to 

Pujol." 

The  Catalan  president  suf- fers from  many  of  the  same 

problems  as  Mr  Gonzalez.  He 
too  has  become  an  establish- 

ment figure  with  few  new 
Ideas  and  several  corruption 
scandals  under  his  belt  His 
Coovergencia  i   Uni6  coalition 
could  be  one  of  the  main  casu- 

alties of  the  election,  drop- 

ping from  17  seats  in  the  Ma- drid parliament  to  13  or  14. After  15  years  in  power, 

however,  Mr  Pujol  bis  suc- 
ceeded in  giving  Catalans  a 

deep  sense  of  nationhood. 

They  expect  special  treatment from  Madrid  and  could  cause 
trouble  if  they  do  not  get  it 

“History  shows  you  can 

govern  Spain  with  Catalonia 
or  against  it  but  you  cannot 

ignore  it,”  one  Catalan warned. 

Spain  was  divided  into  17 

autonomous  areas  as  part  of 
the  transition  to  democracy 

after  Franco's  death.  Catalo- nia and  the  Basque  country 

receiving  privileged  status. 
Mr  Aznar  Is  determined  to 

bring  the  devolution  process 
to  a   close,  and  in  particular, 

as  part  of  his  deficit-cutting 
plans,  to  make  the  regions 
more  responsible  for  their own  spending. 

Catalans  consider  their 
region  the  economic  engine 
which  pulls  the  rest  of  Spain, 
and  feel  they  do  not  get  a   fair 
reward  for  their  hard  work. 

They  want  to  raise  and  spend 
more  of  their  own  taxes. The  other  sore  subject  is 

language.  Mr  Aznar  is  less 

tolerant  of  Mr  Pqjol’s  evan- 
gelical promotion  of  Catalan. 

Libya  ‘building  gas  factory9 
LIBYA  is  building  an  enormous  underground  poison-gas  factory, 
German  newspapers  said  yesterday.  A   German  businessman  who 
allegedly  suppliai  equipment  for  the  plant  Is  under  arrest,  one 

paper  said. 

Die  Welt  said  American  and  German  intelligence  services 
believed  the  plant  at  Tarhunah,  40  miles  south-east  of  Tripoli, 
would  be  able  to  start  producing  chemical  and  biological  weapons 
in  two  years  at  the  earliest 

Tbe  CIA  had  expected  production  to  start  last  spring,  but  Libya 
has  had  trouble  obtaining  from  abroad  the  equipment  needed  to 
complete  the  factory.  Die  Welt  said. 

Western  intelligence  has  known  about  the  plant  since  1992  and 

Germany’s  main  spy  agency  has  been  able  to  obtain  copies  of  the 
blueprints.  Die  Welt  said.  Its  design  is  based  on  a   factory  built  by 
Libya  in  Rabta  with  the  help  of  German  companies  in  the  1990s, 
Die  Welt  reported.  Libya  says  fire  destroyed  the  Rabta  plant  in 
1990.  Western  Intelligence  believes  that  tons  of  chemical  weapons 
produced  at  Rabta  are  to  be  stored  at  the  new  site  in  Tarhunah, 

Die  Welt  reported. Libya  has  also  bought  North  Korean  Scud  rockets  which  could 
be  used  to  deliver  chemical  weapons,  the  newspaper  said. 

According  to  Die  Welt,  no  Gennan  companies  are  suspected  of 
helping  Libya  build  the  new  poison  gas  feictory.  But  another 
newspaper,  the  Berliner  Zeitung,  said  that  a   Stuttgart  business- 

man had  been  arrested  for  allegedly  delivering  what  the  paper 
called  “gas-cleansing”  equipment  for  the  Libyan  plant  —AP. 
Bonn. 

Hamburg  tops  wealth  index 
THE  Hamburg,  Brussels  and  Paris  regions  are  the  richest  in  flip 
European  Union,  but  Cm  its  southern  horfar  PwhigiiMB,  Spaniah and  Grade  regions  trail  badly. 

A   report  by  the  ElTs  statistics  office  Eurostat  puts  Hamburg  at 
the  top  of  the  league  for  gross  domestic  product  per  person  with  an index  of  190,  almost  twice  the  EU  average  (100). 

Brussels  is  second  with  182  and  Paris-De  de  France,  which 

embraces  the  French  capital  ”lhnrh*r  comes  third  on 
166. 

The  table,  which  is  based  tm  1933  figures,  puts  Portugal's 
Alentejo  and  the  Azores  way  behind  the  rest,  with  an  index  of  only 42. 

No  region  in  Greece.  Portugal  or  Spain  reached  the  EU  average 

although  Spain's  Balearlcs  and  Madrid  came  dose  with  99  and  97. 
More  surprisingly,  with  the  exception  of  Stockholm,  all  regions 

in  Sweden  were  below  the  EU  average. — Barter,  Brussels. 
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Blair:  tough  on  pollution 
But  will  he  be  tough  on  the  causes  of  pollution? 

IF  TONY  BLAIR  means  what  he  says 

about  the  environment  then  his  speech 

yesterday  at  the  Royal  Society  will 
mark  a   watershed  in  Labour's  approach 
to  this  vitally  important  subject  which 
has  often  seemed  of  only  peripheral 

interest.  Cynics  can  easily  say  that  Mr 
Blair's  words  sound  fresh  because  this 
is  the  first  time  he  has  spoken  at  length 

on  the  subject  but  that’s  not  the  point 
The  speech  was  clearly  the  result  of  a 

lot  of  consultation  with  specialists  be- 
fore being  welded  by  the  leader  into  a 

central  part  of  the  party's  philosophy.  It 

has  suddenly  become  part  of  Labour’s 
new  driving  force  of  mutual  responsi- 

bility or  stakeholding  in  which  a   politi- 
cal nirvana  comes  out  oF  a   balance 

between  opposing  interests,  consumers 

ns  well  as  producers,  and  the  environ- 
ment as  well  as  economic  growth. 

There  is  plenty  in  yesterday’s  speech 
to  satisfy  all  but  the  most  avant-garde  of 
environmentalists.  Apart  from  the 

headline-grabbing  prediction  of  50,000 
new  jobs  arising  from  a   nationwide 
programme  of  energy  efficiency,  there 
is  a   commitment  to  reduce  CO  emis- 

sions by  an  ambitious  20  per  cent  by 

2010;  reform  of  the  CAP;  a   parliamen- 
tary environmental  audit  committee; 

publication  of  new  green  indicators  to 

monitor  the  country’s  well-being;  pro- 
posals to  encourage  industry  to  pitch 

for  more  of  the  $250  billion-a-year  envi- 
ronmental technology  market  —   not  to 

mention  that  political  will-o-the-wisp,  a 

“proper  integrated  transport  system”. 
And  this  is  surely  the  first  time  a 
Labour  leader  has  ever  showed  concern 

for  the  plight  of  the  lapwing  in  a   major 
policy  statement.  Mr  Blair  is  almost  too 

clever  by  half  in  describing  a   continu- 

ity in  Labour’s  concern  for  the  environ- 
ment from  Keir  Hardie’s  first  manifesto 

(which  included  the  reforestation  of 

Lancashire  as  one  of  its  ten  proposals), 

through  the  pipe-smoking  Clement  Att- 

lee's environmental  concern  for  water 

Time  to  stand  up  to  Mr  Howard 
The  Prisons  Ombudsman  must  confront  the  Home  Secretary 

THE  Prisons  Ombudsman  meets  the 

Home  Secretary  today.  They  are  in 

serious  disagreement  over  their  respec- 
tive powers.  There  have  even  been 

reports  of  the  Ombudsman.  Vice  Admi- 
ral Sir  Peter  Woodhead.  threatening  to 

resign  —   reports  which  he  has  denied. 
No  one  should  need  reminding  in  the 
wake  of  Scott  of  the  crucial  importance 

of  establishing  clear  lines  of  account- 
ability —   between  civil  servants  and 

ministers,  ministers  and  Parliament 

and.  in  those  services  with  ombuds- 
men. between  the  ombudsman,  minis- 

ters and  civil  servants.  Whitehall  is  up 
to  its  old  tricks:  doing  everything  in  its 

powers  to  restrict  the  remit  of  indepen- 
dent monitors.  The  prison  service  j 

speaks  about  the  need  to  clarify  Sir 

Peter's  role:  "There  appears  to  have  1 
been  some  misinterpretation  of  the  role  ' 
of  Sir  Peter.  The  ombudsman's  remit  is  I 
to  investigate  complaints  by  prisoners 
about  the  prison  service  as  an  agency, 
not  the  decisions  of  individual  minis- 

ters. There  have  been  a   few  cases  when 

this  remit  has  not  been  adhered  to.”  If 
Sir  Peter  is  not  threatening  to  resign 
after  that  statement,  it  is  time  he  was. 

There  are  two  reasons  why  Sir  Peter 
must  insist  on  reviewing  decisions  by 
ministers  as  well  as  civil  servants.  First 
because  no  minister  in  the  history  of 
the  Home  Office  has  done  more  to 

muddy  the  line  between  policy  and 
operations  than  Michael  Howard.  When 

it  has  suited  him  —   and  according  to 
the  last  Director  General.  Derek  Lewis, 

this  was  on  a   daily  basis  —   he  has 

intervened  in  the  most  minute  details, 

demanding  1,000  documents  from  the 
Director  in  four  months  on  different 

matters  and  yet  visiting  only  six  pris- 

ons over  13  months.  Sir  Peter’s  remit 
was  quite  specific,  as  the  Home  Office 
note  on  his  appointment  made  clear, 

the  right  to  look  at  the  merits  of  indi- 
vidual decisions  as  well  as  the  proce- 

dures with  a   guarantee  there  would  be 

"unfettered  access  to  prison  service 
documents”.  But  even  if  Howard  had 
not  interfered  in  operations,  there 

would  still  be  a   need  to  look  at  ministe- 
rial decisions:  taking  up  individual 

grievances  can  inevitably  end  up  chal- 

lenging policy  decisions.  Yesterday’s new  health  guidelines  on  longstay  care 

rose  directly  from  the  Health  Ombuds- 

man’s angry  reports  about  seriously 
disabled  patients  being  wrongly  turfed 
out  of  hospital  beds.  William  Reid 

rightly  refused  to  shrink  from  the  im- 
plications of  his  reports  on  individual 

patients  —   Sir  Peter  must  follow  suit. 
Sir  Peter  is  on  probation.  He  knows 

he  was  a   poor  second  choice  —   the 
original  shortlist  of  three  distinguished 
penologists  being  rejected  by  the  Home 
Secretary  for  being  too  liberal.  Instead 
he  chose  Sir  Peter,  a   man  with  no  penal 
background.  Created  in  1994,  the  post 

was  proposed  by  Woolf  after  the  1990 

prison  riots.  Its  remit  was  clear:  pre- 
empting further  riots  by  ensuring  jus- 

tice does  not  stop  at  the  prison  gate. 
Inevitably,  it  must  mean  confronting 
the  Home  Secretary  —   particularly  one 

who  pays  justice  such  scant  regard. 

Colombia  and  the  politics  of  evil 
The  blame  for  narcotic-related  corruption  must  be  shared 

NARCO-POLITICS  have  been  tolerated  . 
in  Colombia  for  years,  but  a   critical 
mass  of  public  protest  has  led  to  a   i 
challenge  which  now  threatens  the  I 
President  himself.  It  is  no  secret  that  i 
drug  traffickers  have  manipulated  a   j 
whole  series  of  presidential  campaigns 
over  many  years.  Candidates  have  ac- 1 
cepted  the  loan  of  planes  and  outright  I 

gifts  of  cash  with  little  attempt  at  con- ' 
cealment.  Politicians  brazenly  claimed  | 
to  be  unaware  of  their  benefactor’s  drug  j 
connection.  When  accusations  first  sur- 1 

faced  that  Ernesto  Samper’s  presiden- , 
tial  campaign  in  1994  had  taken  mil- 1 
lions  of  dollars  from  the  Cali  cartel, 
there  was  a   general  shrugging  of| 
shoulders. 

Today,  as  a   parliamentary  commis- 1 

sion  reopens  hearings  into  Colombia’s  | 
“Sampergate”,  the  atmosphere  is  very 
different  A   determined  prosecutor.  A3- 1 

fonso  Valdivieso,  is  tracked  by  an  in-  ■ 

creasingly  angry  public.  The  case  has  | 

opened  a   crack  in  the  unity  of  Colom- 
bia’s power-sharing  elite  under  which  a 

climate  of  political  repression  and  insti- 
tutionalised crime  has  flourished  for 

nearly  three  decades.  Human  rights 

organisations  have  reported  appalling 
levels  of  violence.  Thousands  have  been 

killed  by  police  and  paramilitary 
forces,  or  by  ranchers  and  drug  dealers. 

Including  1,500  members  of  the  leftwing 

Patriotic  Union  opposition .   —   often 
falsely  accused  of  terrorism  against  the 
state.  All  this  was  done  in  the  name  of 

“stability"  too  often  applauded  from  the north. 

For  years  it  has  suited  the  purposes 
of  US  hemispheric  policy  to  condone 
die  savagery  of  successive  regimes. 
And  it  does  not  take  much  effort  to 

guess  where  the  biggest  market  can  be 
found  for  Colombian  cocaine.  It  is  easy 

to  urge  the  Colombians  now  to  “clean 
up  their  act’’  but  the  responsibility must  be  shared. 
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quality  and  access  to  the  countryside, 
to  his  own  restatement  of  Clause  4 

which  inserts  concern  for  a   healthy 
environment  where  nationalisation 

used  to  be. 
These  are.  of  course,  mere  words  and 

some  of  them  —   like  stakeholding  — 

have  only  been  in  Labour’s  vocabulary a   matter  of  weeks.  Political  parties  are 
notorious  for  ditching  uncomfortably 
ambitious  manifestoes  when  they  col- 

lide with  the  realities  of  office.  It  is  easy 
for  Mr  Blair  to  quote  the  best  practice 
of  local  authorities  as  an  example  of 
what  could  be  achieved  by  others.  Yes. 
to  be  sure,  if  every  local  authority  did 

pioneering  work  like  Cardiff’s  recy- 
cling schemes  or  Sheffield’s  generation 

of  energy  from  the  city's  waste,  Britain 
would  be  a   much  more  environmentally 

friendly  place  to  be.  But  the  job  of 

persuading  all  the  other  less  enlight- 
ened councils  to  do  something  similar 

will  be  long  and  hard  and  will  require 
sustained  political  energy. 

What  might  give  Blair’s  vision  a 

longevity  that  some  of  his  predecessors’ 
efforts  lacked  (like  Harold  Wilson's  op- 

portunistic espousal  of  new  technology) 
is  that  it  is  driven  by  a   moral  as  well  as 
an  economic  imperative.  He  sees  the 

environment  as  a   “fundamental  build- 

ing block”  of  a   stable  community  which 
government  has  a   moral  duty  to  pursue. 

People’s  right  to  environmental  im- 
provement is  part  of  the  social  justice 

which  a   stakeholding  economy  must 
pursue  even  if  (as  he  admits)  there  is  no 

chance  of  a   government  satisfying  all 
the  aspirations  of  the  environmental 
lobby.  No  one  knows  if  a   newly  elected 

Tony  Blair  would  carry  out  such  ambi- 
tious plans  as  passionately  as  he  deliv- 

ers his  speeches.  But  he  certainly  gives 

the  Impression  that  he  means  business. 
The  most  useful  thing  to  do  would  be  to 
put  his  speech  in  a   safe  place  for  five 

years  marked:  ’To  be  checked  against 

delivery”. 
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cNeve r   cross  swords  witft  * 
Manwho  holds  balls  to  Confucius 

Letters  to  the  Editor 

Scott,  not  quite  forgotten A   defence  of  Peter  Mandelson 
(and  a   rather  larger  critique) 

Government  minis- 
ters have  sought  to  ex- tricate themselves 

from  Scott  by  claiming  they 

are  prepared  to  open  up  infor- mation (Tories  hang  on  by 
one  vote.  February  27). 

They  and  all  MPs  — 
Labour.  Conservative  (includ- 

ing that  self-proclaimed  de- 
fender of  the  public's  right  to 

know,  Rupert  Allason).  Liber- 
als and  others  —   have  a 

chance  to  put  this  Into  prac- tice on  Friday  by  supporting 

the  private  member's  Public Interest  Disclosure  Bill  which 
seeks  its  second  reading.  Few, 
if  any,  of  the  events  leading  to 
Scott  would  have  taken  place 
had  this  measure  been  law.  It 
will  be  interesting  to  see  If  the 
Government  supports  the  bill 
on  Friday.  If  not,  ministers 

who  pledged  more  open  gov- 1 eminent  and  greater  informa- tion on  Monday  night  will  be  , 

'exposed  as  hypocrites.  Again. 
Denis  MacSbane  MP. 
House  of  Commons, 

I   London  SWiA  0AA. 

WILL  Mr  Major  now 
amend  questions  of  pro- 

,   cedure  to  say  that  ministers 

may  knowingly  mislead  Par- liament, provided  that  they 

do  so  without  duplicitous  in- tent? He  should  remember 

that,  whichever  way  he  takes 
this  decision,  he  may  have  to 
answer  for  it  in  opposition  as 
well  as  in  office. 
Lord  Russell- 
Liberal  Democrat  spokesman. 
House  of  Lords. 
London  SWlA  0AA. 

4S IR  THOMAS  Bingham  in- ^9tervened  at  a   politically 
sensitive  moment  leading  up 

to  a   Common  vote.  It  raises 

The  long  view 

ASKED  if  they  would  pay  i an  extra  £5  a   year  on 

their  television  licence  so  the  ' BBC  could  buy  more  sporting 

events,  62  per  cent  of  respon- 
dents said  they  would  not 

(Thumbs  down  for  pay-TV. 
February  22).  I   wonder  if 
they  stopped  to  consider  the 
alternatives. 

BSkyB  will  charge  sub- 
scribers an  additional  tenner 

to  watch  the  Tyson- Bruno 
fight  The  promoter  says  the 
true  price  should  be  £20  or 
more.  Does  anyone  seriously 

believe  Sky’s  claim  that  this 

is  “just  an  experiment”?  “We have  no  other  plans  for  pay- 
per-view."  says  Sky's  deputy 
managing  director.  Be  forgot 

to  add:  "for  the  time  being.” 
Sky’s  own  teletext  an- 

nouncement calls  it  “a  daz- zling introduction  to  pay-per- view  for  Sky  Sports 

viewers".  When  a   perma- 

nently outbid  BBC  is  eventu- 
ally reduced  to  showing  hop- 

scotch and  tiddly-winks,  the 
prospect  of  paying  perhaps 
£500  or  more  each  year  to 
watch  a   decent  portfolio  of 
sport  on  satellite  is  even 
more  dazzling. 
A   fiver  on  the  licence  fee 

looks  like  the  bargain  of  the 
■mtllimninm. 

(Prof)  Ted  Wragg. 
14  Doriam  Close, 

Exeter  EX4  4RS. 

Sadler’s  well 

MAY  I   correct  the  impres- sion that  Sadler's  Wells 
may  have  to  forgo  a .   £30  mil- lion Millennium  grant 

(Matching  foods  dearth  may 
leave  embarrassment  of  lot- 

tery riches,  February  26).  In 
act  we  are  currently  drawing 
down  £4  million  of  the  grant 

to  complete  our  designs.  We 
I   are  confident  that  construc- 
1   don  work  will  start  this  sum- 

mer  and  that,  before  cample- i   tion.  we  will  have  raised  all 
the  necessary  partnership 
i   funding. 

Ian  Albery. 
Chief  Executive, 
Sadler's  Wells  Theatre. 
Rosebery  Avenue, 

London  ECl  R   4TN. 

j   the  fear  that  his  intervention 1   is  a   continuation  of  the  bar 

I   rage  of  propaganda  emanat- 
I   mg  from  the  Government 
over  Scott  Can  it  mean  that 
the  situation  is  even  worse 
than  that  uncovered  so  far 
and  foe  Conservatives  have 
managed  to  turn  the  judiciary  : 
into  a   political  tool,  as  well  as 
the  Civil  Service?  This  would  , 

leave  only  the  armed  forces 
beyond  political  control.  I   am 
sure  that  Sir  Thomas  appreci- 

ates what  happens  to  the  "let- ter” he  is  so  keen  to  defend 
once  that  final  hurdle  is 
breached. 

Jamie  Stephenson. Ravenswood, 

Cbambres  Road, Southport, 

Merseyside  PR8  6JQ, 

I   WAS  amazed  to  hear  Ian 
Tjing  accuse  the  last  Labour 

government  of  supplying 

arms  to  Argentina,  and  say 

that  these  arms  were  subse- 
quently used  against  British troops.  Before  1R79,  Argentina 

was  a   friendly  country  and 

there  was  no  arms  embargo 

against  it.  After  the  Tories 
cazne  to  power  in  1979.  they 
indicated  clearly  that  they  did 
not  consider  Argentina  as  a 

threat,  even  to  the  extent  of 
withdrawing  HMS  Endurance 
from  and  maintaining  only  a 

minimal  presence  on  the 

Falkland  Islands  - 
That  the  Argentinians  res- 

ponded as  they  did  to  this 
open  invitation  can  be  laid  at 

the  door  of  Mrs  Thatcher's government  We  are  not  told 
if  there  was  any  arms  trade 
with  Argentina  between  1979 
and  1982  and,  if  not  why  it 

was  stopped.  The  implica- 
tions could  point  to  even 

more  serious  charges  against 
the  Government 
Brian  Kelly. 
63  Corona  Road. 
London  SE12  9LU. 

LETS  have  an  end  to  all 
this  confusion  surround- 

ing the  Scott  report  On  News- night  on  Monday  night  Tan 
Lang  MP.  made  everything 
clear:  there  is  such  a   thing  as 

a   “wrong  fact”.  We  demand the  setting  up  of  a   committee 
to  sort  all  facts  into  their 

proper  category. Paul  BrigbtwelL 

Naomi  LandalL 
48  Saltram  Crescent 
London  W9. 

PAUL  Foot  (February  26) 
should  also  be  brought  to 

task  for  perpetuating  the 
myth  that  Lord  Armstrong 

was  author  of  the  “subtle"  ex- pression “being  economical 
with  foe  truth”.  No  doubt  the 
noble  civil  servant  was  a   mas- 

ter of  foe  practice,  but  he 

lifted  the  phrase  —'without attribution,  o£  course  —   from 
foe  1899  classic  by  Edith  Som- erville and  Martin  Ross,  Some 

Experiences  of  An  Irish  RM: “. ...  Flurry  was  not,  to  put  it 

mildly,  shrinking  from  that 

economy  of  truth  that  the  sit- 

uation required”. 
Z   accept  that  Lord  Arm- ; 

strong  did  not  designedly  mis- lead as  to  foe  authorship  of 
this  famous  euphemism;  he 

was  just  being  economical 
with  bis  sources, 
p   B   W   Rayment. 
Deputy  Director.  UN 
Economic  Commission for  Europe, 

Palais  des  Nations,  Room  460. 
CB-1211  Geneva  10, 

Switzerland. 

4   LrlflgYfgJS....
^ 

The  luwies  are  losing  it 

CLAIRE  Armitstead  (Provo-  [   use  of  foe  word  “philii cations,  February  26)  has  disparage  all  outside Wcations,  February  26)  has 

it  in  her  power  to  banish  ”luv- 
vies”  from  your  arts  pages. 
Just  refrain  from  publishing 
half-baked  pontification  and 
inane  narcissism  just  because 
it  is  uttered  by  an  actor.  Fewer 
foespians  would  make  foals  of  | 
themselves  and  the  luwy 
stereotype  would  disappear. John  Spencer.  I 

38  EarisfiekL  Road. 
London  SW18  SDN.  j 

VJkflLL  Claire  Armitstead  j 

WW  also  be  banning  homes’  | 

use  of  foe  word  “philistine”  to disparage  all  outsiders  who 
disagree  with  them? Dermott  KHlip. 

13  Packington  Hill. 
Kegworth  DE74  2DF. 

AN  advertisement  for  a 
#»saIesperson  in  your  Media 
columns  last  week  (February 

19).  ended;  “This  is  a   sales  job, 
no  iawies  please.”  Who  placed the  ad?  None,  other  than  The Stage.  ! 

Charles  Morgan. 7   Dorset  Road.  i 
Bournemouth  BH4  9LB.  , 

ROY  HATTERSLEY  chides 
—   wrongly  of  course  — 

Peter  Mandelson  for  not  read- 

ing a   library  shelf  foil  of  dead political  philosophers  (Bubble *n’  squeak,  February  27),  but 

has  clearly  himself  not  even 

reed  foe  foil  title  of  Peter’s 
book.  The  Bfafr  Revolution  — Can  New  Labour  Deliver?  is 

not  a   dry  political  tract  It  is  a 
realistic  and  practical  hand- 

book for  New  Labour  m   gov- ernment and  for  those  keen  to 

help  get  them  there.  It  is about  democratic  socialism  in 
the  1990s,  not  foe  1960s  that 

Mr  Hattersley  seems  increas- 

ttlRoy  is  right  to  think  ihat 

the  election  will  not  be  won 

by  advertising  copywriters, 
though  I   suspect  their  contri- bution wRl  be  a   help  to  foe 

campaign,  unlike  that  of  bit- 

ter political  essayists.  ‘ 

Colin  Byrne. 
Coombe  Farm  Cottags, AUdens  Lane, 

Godaiming,  Surrey. 

THE  New  Labour,  agenda 

I   proposed  by  Peter  Mandel- son  and  Roger  Liddle  is  one 
that  many  of  us  who  are active  workers  for  the  party 
will  feel  imnhle  to  promote. 

Mandelson  and  Liddle  ad- 
vocate a   dynamic  market 

economy,  competitive  mar- kets, regulation  not  social 
ownership  of  public  utilities, 
no  overall  planning  of  foe 

economy,  and  high  reward  for 
top-salaried  management. 
These  add  up  to  a   Tory  eco- 

nomic agenda,  which  has 
meant  unemployment,  grow- ing inequality  and  a   run  j 
down  of  our  welfare  services.  , 

When  Labour  ditched  its  pro- common-ownership  Clause  4, 

it  deprived  itself  of  a   clear 

socialist  economic  alter- native. Now  it  refuses  to  call 

for  foe  public  utilities,  includ- 
ing our  railway  system,  to  be 

brought  back  into  social ownership.  Is  not  public 
ownership,  on  behalf  of  the 

whole  community,  real  stake- 

bolding? 

Ron  HuzzartL 
37  Hollingworth  Road, Petts  Wood,  Orpington, 

Kent  BR6 1AQ. 

THERE  is  much  in  foe  first 
I   extract  from  the  book  with 
which  I   agree,  which  is 
hardly  surprising,  since 
Roger  Liddle  and  I   were  in 

agreement  about  two-thirds  of the  time  when  he  was  a   fellow 

member  of  the  Liberal  Demo- 
crats’ policy  comittee. 

The  problem  is  foe  missing link:  the  traditional  Social 

Democrat  preoccupation  with 
economic  and  social  rights 
without  linking  their  achieve- ment to  foe  redistribution  of 

political  power.  The  Mandel- 
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son/Liddle  concept  of  commu- 

nity, as  quoted,  covers  foe need  for  a   stake  in  society,  es- 

pecially through  employment, 
foe  restoration  of  high-qual- 

ity public  services,  and  foe 
balancing  of  rights  with  obli- 

gations. All  good  stuff.  But this  very  definition  of  com- 

munity is  incomplete  while  it fails  to  incorporate  a   dis- 

persal of  political  power 

through  a   federal-type  writ- ten constitution  ensuring  citi- 
zens’ empowerment. 

Sarah  Ludford. 
70  St  Peter’s  Street, London  Nl  8JS. 

A   LACK  of  historical  aware- /*\ness  is  a   hallmark  of  New 

Labour,  but  I   was  astounded 
that  Peter  Mandelson  should 
advocate  marriage  loans,  a 

policy  usually  associated  with foe  Third  Reich.  Of  course. 

Hitler  was  not  alone  in  bring- 
ing in  marriage  loans:  that 

great  democrat  and  libertar- ian Marshall  Petain  launched a   similar  scheme  in  1940.  One 

wonders  If  Mandelson  will 
now  consider  emulating  Mus- 

solini and  place  a   25  per  cent 
surcharge  on  income  tax  for 
unmarried  men  between  35 

and  50.  This  adoption  of  fas- 
cist policies  on  the  family  is 

the  clearest  indication  so  far 
of  the  way  the  Blairite  clique 

is  pushing  Labour  to  the right 

(Dr)  Tobias  Abse. Department  of  Historical and  Cultural  Studies. 
Goldsmiths’  College. 
London  SE14  6NW. 

MAYBE  the  elderly  blue- 
rinse  spinsters  of  Tun- 

bridge Weils  win  be  attracted 

by  Peter  Mandelson’s  future for  young  people.  Young 
people  themselves  will  not  be fooled,  and  anyone  who  has 

any  real  affection  for  or  meet- ing of  minds  with  young 

people  will  be  appalled. His  vision  of  schools  as  boot 
camps,  with  teachers  keeping 
disruptive  and  vandalistic 
youth  off  foe  streets  with  eve- 

ning and  Saturday  night  de- 
tentions, shows  what  an  unin- 

spiring low-life  view  he  has  of foe  world  and  of  foe  place  of 
education  in  that  world.  And 
does  he  really  imagine  that  a 
lifetime  of  lack  of  love  or  mu- 

tual respect  within  the  fam- 

ily, and  lack  of  hope  for  a   gen- uinely fulfilling  future,  can  be 
substituted  for  by  an  amateur 
wrekly  counselling  session 
with  a   slightly  older  ex-pupil 

who  has  “made  it”? 

Take  a   few  Saturday  night 
detentions.  Mr  Mandelson. 
and  look  beyond  foe  work- house  for  your  inspiration. Sneona  York. 
9RosehillRoad. 
London  SW18. 

Taking  a   gamble  on  two  teddies 

THE  Gaming  Board  of  Great  |   enjoy  having  to  pay  for  foe Britain  and  Crown  Prose-  defence  in  a   case  which  is I   Britain  and  Crown  Prose- cution Service  are  petitioning 

the  House  of  Lords  to  try  to 

prevent  people  converting  a 
prize  of  two  small  teddy  bears 
into  one  big  one. 

They  were  refused  permis- 
sion to  appeal  to  the  Lords 

when  they  lost  in  the  Appeal 

Court  But  foe  Board  and  the 

CPS  see  preventing  convert- ibility of  two  teddies  for  one 
as  a   matter  of  great  public 

importance. 
They  are  prepared  to  spend 

£90,000  to  £100.000  to  establish 
the  law  —   even  though  it  is 
already  perfectly  clear, 
thanks  to  a   judgment  by  Lord 

Justice  Kennedy,  that  “trad- 
ing up”  is  lawful  under  the Gaming  Act 

BACTA,  the  trade  associa- 
tion of  the  coin-operated- amusements  Industry,  will 

fight  this  all  the  way  on  be- half of  the  member  being  per- 

secuted by  CPS.  But  we  don’t 

enjoy  having  to  pay  for  foe 
defence  in  a   case  which  is 
nonsense. 

The  Gaming  Board  believes that  allowing  trading  up  will 

encourage  gaming.  Have  they 
not  heard  of  foe  National  Lot- 

tery? It  pays  out  millions  and spends  millions  on  promoting 

it  But  that  is  the  Government stimulating  gambling  ...and 

that  doesn’t  count  This  is  the 

week  the  Government  takes 

another  step  towards  deregu- 
lating foe  Gaming  Act  Their 

Lordships  should  throw  this 

petition  out 
Warren  Newman. 

Chief  Executive,  BACTA. 

6   All  Saint’s  Street 
London  Nl  9RQ. 

Please  include  a   full  postal 

address,  even  on  e-mailed 

letters,  and  a   telephone  number. 

We  may  edit  letters;  shorter ones  are  more  likely  to  appear. 

We  regret  we  cannot 

acknowledgethcse  not  used. 

CHILTERNS:  It  must  be  10 

years  since  I   last  failed  to  find 
a   snowdrop  open  on  Candle- mas Day.  February  2.  They 
aren’t  truly  wild  here,  and 
their  usual  blooming  at  this 
Catholic  festival  (the  Feast  of the  Purification  of  the  Virgin) 
is  a   hint  that  they  may  well 
have  been  introduced  to  Brit- 

ain by  monastic  orders  in  foe 
Middle  Ages,  as  a   floral  sym- , 

bol  of  purity.  Yet  even  where  1 they  are  obviously  natural- ised, they  behave  uncannily  | 
like  native  bulbous  species. 
They  escape  into  ancient woods  and  old  grassland. 

They  edge  into  damp  folds  In 
the  land,  so  that  the  most 
subtle  contours  of  low 
ground  seem  to  be  marked out  with  white  tracery.  And 
now  they  have  finally 
bloomed,  two  or  three  weeks 
late,  their  sheer  persistence Is  inescapable.  Some  of  our 
best  local  colonies  have  been 
known  for  centuries,  at  Mis- senden  Abbey  and  Lee 
church,  for  example.  Another 
dogged  group  was  first 
recorded  in  1849.  “in  mead- 

ows at  Bourne  End  MOL” 

The  mill  has  long  since  been 
replaced  by  a   motel,  but  foe 
snowdrops  continue  to  ap- pear. like  a   layer  of  frost, amongst  the  tangled  grass round  its  edges.  But  our  best 
colonies  are  around  the  yil- 

lap  of  Drayton  Beauchamp, 

where  they  jostle  along  foe 
tillage  banks  and  carpet  the churchyard  of  st  Mary  the 

Virgin.  It  Is  an  apt  site.  Be- tween 1860  and  1883  the  in- cumbent was  Henry  Harpur Crewe,  a   distinguished Plantsman  with  a   penchant 

?L^10wdrops-  stagle  and 

?22£inv.V*ri#tie*  cro"4 

wound  the  ivy-wreathed  Vic- 
torian cross  that  marks  his grave.  But  there  is  no  trace  of the  green-tinged  variety  that named  after  him.  or  of 

toe  pmk  snowdrop  which 

S\,PariShloner8  swear 

seen  in  the  village 
and  which  is  almost  certainlv 

?“^ButthenDraySfte 

the  place  where,  in  1933  r !jaard  a   local  explain  the churchyard’s  abund^wSd 
garlic  by  saying:  “It  does 
help  to  keep  foeDerij 0Ut^ 
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Diary 

Matthew  Norrr^ 

FROM  Cardiff  comes  a 
iax  that  renders  me 
-speechless  with  ex- 

citement. Boris  the  Jackal Johnson,  the  Telegraph  en- Jorcer.  has  been  selected,  it TOnQrms.  as  Tory  candidate for  Cl m   South.  God  be 
praised,  and  who  cares  if 
the  attached  cv  is  a   shade concentrating  on 
education  and  career  at  the expense  of  hobbles  (MCing 
jaient  night  down  the  Blind Beggar,  for  the  record,  and 
amateur  dentistry)?  Mean- 

while, although  Labour’s Martyn  Jones  has  a   major- ity  ors.000,  Tory  chairman 
lan  Reynolds  OBE  is  opti- 

mistic. "We  are  thrilled  to have  such  an  eminent  jour- 
nalist as  our  candidate." says  Mr  Reynolds  OBE. 

‘   Now  we  know  we  will  win, provided  we  put  up  a   really 
good  Gght . . The  Jackal 
was  out  when  I   called  to  con- 

gratulate him,  but  the  man 
who  answered  the  phone 
was  bullish.  “A  really  good 
light?"  said  a   voice  reminis- 

cent of  the  late  Alfie  Bass's. 
"The  Guv’nor’ll  give  ’em  a 
ught.  don't  you  worry 
about  that   " 

PLEASE  God  the 
Jackal  is  not  the  mys- 

tery journalist  de- 
nounced in  the  Commons 

last  week  by  Peter  Bottom- 
lay.  the  well-meaning  bnt 
obtuse  MP  for  Eltham.  Who 
can  be  sure,  though,  while 
Bolmondely  stays  silent 
and  the  guilty  man  skulks 
behind  his  cloak  of  anonym- 

ity? Yesterday,  the  finger  of 
suspicion  pointed  briefly  at 
Lord  Deedes  and  the  Mir- 

ror’s Harry  Harris.  Those 
two  were  swiftly  cleared. 
For  for  the  rest  of  us,  how- 

ever. the  torture  goes  on. 

GRAHAM  Pearcey 
writes  from  Surrey 

about  the  early  at- 
tempts of  the  Halifax  to 

adapt  now  that  it  has 
merged  with  another  build- 

ing society,  the  Leeds.  He 
received  a   letter  from  gen- 

eral manager  Paul  Martin, 

explaining  that  “over  time, we  intend  to  remove  some 

of  the  duplication"
.  

On  the same  day.  Mr  Pearcey 

received  a   second  letter 

from  Paul  Martin,  reassur- 

ing him  that  “over  time,  we 
intend  to  remove  some  of 

the  duplication"
. 

THE  last  word  on  the 
Scott  report  has  come, 
predictably  enough, 

from  the  ruby-red  lips  of  my 
friend  Elizabeth  Peacock, 

the  maverick  Tory  MPfor 

Bat  ley  and  Spen.  Last  time 
we  met.  Mrs  Peacock  was 
considering  whether  to  sue 
herself  for  libel,  but  has 

now  turned  her  laser-like 
mind  to  weightier  matters. 

Writing  In  the  Spenbor- 
ough  Guardian,  she  says: 
“It  is  an  absolute  disgrace 
that  Parliament  should 

spend  so  much  time  discuss- 
ing a   report  of  such  size  and 

weight  that  1   could  not 
carry  it.  never  mind  read 
it."  How  true — and  how 
much  longer  Parliament 
might  have  found  had  the 
report  been  less  of  a   burden 
to  the  scales.  However,  Mrs 

Peacock's  criticisms  extend 
far  beyond  pounds  and 
ounces:  the  debates  pro- 

voked by  the  report  were 
boring,  she  insists,  and 
"make  bad  television". 

THE  consumer- affairs 
desk  has  been  con- 

tacted by  Mr  Michael 

Wint  of  the  London  Restau-
 

rant Guide,  a   body  offering 

members  discounts  on 

meals  and  even  the  occa- 
sional free  glass  of  house 

white.  Mr  Wint  says  he  is 

keen  to  meet  up  "to  discuss
 

wavs  in  which  we  can  work
 

together ...  1   would  like  to 
discuss  editorial  about  our 

activities."  For  such  edito-
 

rial. Mr  Wint  offers  a   com- 

mission on  the  fees  of  new 

members  recruited 
 thanks 

to  the  article.  The  Diary  is 

completely  corrupt  (it  in- 
tends. for  example,  to  ac- 

cept the  free  meal  offered
 

bv  Mr  A   Lalif.  Lord  orHa
r- 

pole.  whose  Newcas
tle  res- 

taurant was  plugged  here 

last  week),  and  is  keen 
 to  be 

bribed.  The  only  proble
m. 

Mr  Wint.  is  this  nonse
nse 

about  comm  ission.  u   you 

can  come  up  with 

down  payment.  I   thin
k  we 

can  do  business.
 

FROM  Police  Magazine 
comes  yet  more  en-

 
couraging evidence 

that  the  constab
ulary-  s   in- 

tellectual standards  ron- 

tinue  their  inexo
rable 

climb.  A   certain 
 PCRelfan 

attachment 
 to  Telford  CID. 

filled  in  a   form  abo
ut  the 

suspect’s  facial  hair,
  and  his 

answers  are  show
n  in  ital- 

ics Tvpe:  moustach
e- 

Colour:  black.  Des
cription: 

top  of  Ups. 

at 
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Military  manoeuvres 
keep  us  in  the  dark 

Commentary 

Will 
Hutton 

BRITAIN  has  just  been 
paid  an  extraordi- 

nary compliment 
 
— the  more  remarkable 

because  ,   of  whence  it  came. 
President  Chirac,  launching 

the  biggest  shake-up  of  the 
French  defence  effort  and 

strategy  for  30  years,  told  his 
fellow  countrymen 

 
that  his 

aim  was  for  France's  army  to 
become  at  least  the  equal  of 

Britain’s  within  six  years. 
Gaulllst  France  has  for  long 

boasted  that  it  is  ’the  world’s 
third  military  power,  the  star- 

tling admission  that  it  lags  the 
British  is  close  to  national 

humiliation. 

In  the  cold-war  world  where 
deterrence  hinged  on  a   large 
standing  army  and  nuclear 
capacity,  together  with  equip- 

ment produced  by  a   national 
military-industrial  complex, 
in  which  the  aim  was  to  fight 
a   set-piece  war  in  mainland 

Europe,  France's  claim  made 
some  sense.  But  after  the  Gulf 
war  and  Bosnia,  underlining 

the  new  importance  of  the 
ability  to  move  large  numbers 
of  men  quickly,  and  which 
stretched  the  French  to  their 

limits,  France's  military stance  has  seemed  more  and 

more  outmoded.  Last  week's dramatic  changes  were  aimed 
at  transforming  that  strategy. . 

But  they  also  underline  the 
scale  of  the  opportunity  now 
open  to  the  British,  but  which 
wfU  disappear  as  the  French 
realign  their  defence  effort 
Successive  defence  cuts  had 
threatened  the  British  posi- 

tion, but  with  the  French  in 
the  throes  of  change  the  de- 

fence leadership  of  Europe  is 
now  there  for  the  taking, 
along  with  the  influence  that 

would  bring  in  the  determina- 
tion of  any  common  European 

foreign  amd  security  policy. 
Here  is  an  ace  that  could  be 
played  to  construct  a   Europe 
that  more  accommodates  Brit- 

ish interests. 

Chirac's  moves  are  at  once 
a   recognition  of  the  futility  of 
what  has  gone  before  —   and  a 
real  threat  to  the  emerging 

relative  strength  of  the  Brit- 
ish effort  The  planned  150.000 

reduction  in  military  person- 
nel over  six  years  and  the  abo- 

lition of  conscription  are  but 
the  first  planks  in  the  creation 
of  a   new  Britisb-style  profes- 

sional army;  but  in  order  to 
enhance  the  kind  of  mobility 

necessary  to  engage  in  today’s more  limited  warfare,  the 

French  intend  to  build  up 
European  collaboration.  That 
means  strengthening  the  de- 

fence wing  of  the  EU  and,  in 
hard  military  terms,  building 

up  the  ties  with  the  Germans 
in  the  infant  European  army 
—   the  Euro-corps. 

Hence  the  importance  of 
yesterday’s  leaked  report  to 
the  Bundestag’s  defence  com- mittee in  which  the  German 
defence  minister,  Volker 
Riihe,  declares  that  the  Ger- 

man army  needs  to  develop  a 
mobile  capacity  to  mirror  that 

of  the  French.  “The  essential 
structural,  staff  and  material 
conditions  for  taking  part  in 
missions  in  the  framework  of 
international  crisis  manage- 

ment will  be  created  by  the 

year  2000,"  he  says.  This  was no  accidental  leak,  coming  as 

it  did  a   week  after  Chirac's announcement  and.  the  same 

day  that  the  French  Ger- man foreign  ministers  met  in 
Freiburg  to  complete  the  joint 
Ftanco-German  position  that 

will  be  presented  to  the  inter- 
governmental conference,  be- 

ginning at  tiie  end  of  next month.  French  and  German 

military  co-ordination  is  mov- 
ing into  a   higher  gear  —   and 

they  intend  bat  the  rest  of  us should  know  about  it 
Klaus  Ktnkel  and  Herve  de 

Charette  are  insistent  that  the 
Western  European  Union,  the 

still  weak  club  that  coordin- 

ates its  European  members' 

defence  policies,  should  be- 
come the  fully  fledged  Euro- 

pean arm  of  Nato  and  respon- 
sible to  the  EU's  Council  of 

Ministers.  They  want  a   Com- 
mon Foreign  and  Security 

Policy  together  with  its  own 
secretary-general  and  plan- 

ning staff;  and  they  aim  to 
build  up  the  Euro-corps  so 
that  it  can  move  men  and  mu- 

nitions on  a   scale  that  cur- 

rently only  the  British  pos- sess. Moreover  they  urge 

more  majority  voting  in  Brus- 
sels, and  a   definite  commit- 
ment that  those  countries  that 

wish  to  accelerate  the  integra- 
tion process  will  be  free  to  do 

so  —   and  not  subject  to  the 
veto  of  the  most  reluctant,  in 
other  words  the  British. 

Yet,  as  with  so  much  in  mat- 
ters European,  just  below  the 

surfece  lurk  profound  cul- 

With  France  in  the 

throes  of  change 

Europe’s  defence 
leadership  is  there for  the  taking 

tural  and  political  difficulties 

that  the  grand  talk  of  integra- 
tion carefully  ignores.  Estab- 

lishing a   professional  army  Is 
not  just  a   technical  matter  for 
either  the  French  or  Ger- 

mans; history  casts  a   long 
shadow  over  both  countries. 

Charles  Millon,  the  French 
defence  minister,  writing  in 
Le  Monde  this  week  (see  page 

11),  tries  to  assure  the  French 
public  that  ending  conscrip- 

tion need  not  end  the  tradi- 

tion of  republican  civic  vir- tue, established  in  the 
Revolution,  of  doing  military 
service  to  serve  the  republic. 
In  Germany  the  concern 
about  professionalising  the 

army  is  even  more  deep- 

COMMENT  AND  ANALYSIS  9 
All  the  way  from 
Clause  IV 
to  Corinthians  I 

seated:  it  was  professional 
generals,  after  all,  who  served 
both  the  Kaiser  and  Hitler 
The  British  and  American 
confidence  that  a   professional 
army  will  never  get  involved 
in  political  coups  or  influence 
the  political  life  of  the 
country,  says  Dr  Philip  Gor- 

don of  the  International  Insti- tute for  Strategic  Studies,  is 
just  not  shared  in  mainland 

Europe.  A   professional  Euro- corps is  seen  as  a   necessary 
evil  —   and  Germany  m   partic- 

ular is  reluctant  to  part  with 
the  amateur,  conscript  army 
that  has  characterised  the 

most  sucessful  period  of  state- hood in  its  history. 

It  is  these  fears  and  appre- 
hensions —   along -with  the 

sheer  gaps  in  European  mili- 
tary competence  and  capabil- ity —   that  Britain  is  uniquely 

equipped  to  assuage.  Nor  need 

the  gains  of  leading  Europe's defence  effort  be  solely  diplo- 

matic. Europe’s  defence  In- dustry is  to  be  rationalised, 
with  the  French  actively  look 

mg  for  partners;  here  tie  some 
juicy  deals.  And  there  are  con cessions  to  be  wrung  over  the 
Common  Agricultural  Policy, 
and  even  the  timing  and structure  of  monetary  union, 

in  exchange  for  British  partic- 

ipation in  a   common  Euro- 
pean defence  effort But  it  will  not  happen; 

Euro-scepticism,  lack  of  nerve 

and  poverty  of  the  imagina- tion kill  any  such  notion 
stone  dead.  Instead,  the  lead 

will  be  passed  back  to  the French  —   whose  careful 

rejoining  of  the  military  com- mittee of  Nato  before  last  De- cember is  all  part  of  a   larger 

game  plan.  Chirac's  famous compliment  will  prove  to  be 
double-edged.  The  British 

may  be  Europe's  current  mili- 
tary strongman;  but  it's  a strength  he  knows  that  our 

own  prejudices  prevent  us 
from  ever  creatively 

exploiting. 

The  secret  guardians 
We  must  legislate  for  open 
government  if  we  are  to  prevent 
the  dishonesty  revealed  by  Scott, 
argues  Richard  Shepherd 

IF  THE  Scott  report  has 
one  unifying  theme,  it  is 
secrecy.  Sir  Richard 

Scott  is  critical  of  the  se- 
cretive way  in  which 

anus-licens
ing  

decisions  are 
taken  and  of  the  proposition

 

that  all  “policy”  documents, 

regardless 
 
of  their  contents, 

must  be  protected  by  public- 
interest  immunity:  Above  all, 
he  reminds  us  how  easily  and 
often  information

  
is  withheld 

from  Parliament 
 
and  public. 

This,  in  particular, 
 
seems  to 

have  inflamed  his  critics,  who 

see  notiiing  unusual  about 

the  parliament
ary  

answers 

that  he  highlights, 
 
and  mar- 

vel that  he  does  not  under- 
stand why  it  is  necessary  to 

keep  MPs  in  the  dark. 
Scott  does  not  merely  docu- 

ment the  incomplete  and  mis- 
leading replies  given  to  par- 

liamentary questions  —   he 
spells  out  the  consequences. 
“In  circumstances  where  dis- 

closure might  be  politically  or 

administratively  inconve- 
nient, the  balance  struck  by 

the  Government  comes  down, 
ttym*  and  time  again,  against 

full  disclosure,”  he  concludes. 
This  secrecy  “denies  the  pub- 

lic the  ability  to  make  an  in- 
formed judgment  on  the  Gov- 

ernment's record",  “involves 
a   dilution...  of  the  obliga- 

tions imposed  by  ministerial 

accountability’',  and  “under- mines. in  my  opinion,  the 

democratic  process”. The  problem  Is  clear,  but 
what  of  the  answer?  The 

report  itself  proposes  a   few 
welcome,  if  relatively  modest 
reforms,  ft  recommends  a 
review  of  the  convention 
under  which  ministers  (of  all 

parties)  have  long  refused  to 
answer  certain  classes  of  par- 

liamentary questions.  It  sug- 
gests that  anna-licensing  de- cisions should  be  subject  to 

parliamentary  debate.  But 
these  do  not  deal  with  the 
underlying  problem  that 
Scott  so  clearly  identifies: 

that  considerations  of  embar- rassment and  administrative 
convenience  are  so  routinely 

given  precedence  over  the 
public's  right  to  information. 

Ihe  answer,  though  not  di- 
rectly mentioned  in  the 

report,  leaps  out  at  us:  a   Free- 
dom of  Information  Act,  giv- 

ing the  public  an  enforceable 
right  to  offical  information. 

The  point  of  such  an  act  is 
that  it  would  be  enforced  out- 

side Parliament,  by  a   commis- 
sioner with,  the  power  to 

make  binding  orders.  Of 

course,  there  would  be  ex- 
emptions, covering  all  the 

predictable  areas:  harm  to  de- 
fence, security,  foreign  rela- 
tions, law  enforcement,  pri- 

vacy and  so  on.  But  the  need 
to  avoid  political  embarrass- 

ment would  not  be  among 
them.  Decisions  an  disclosure 

would  be  isolated  from  the  po- 
litical factors  that  obscure  the 

real  issues  when  Parliament 

deliberates:  the  need  to  sus- 
tain a   controversial  policy, 

protect  a   threatened  minister, 
deny  ammunition  to  critics, 
or  boost  an  opinion-poll 

rating. 

The  Government  will  argue 

that  its  own  open-government 
reforms  mean  that  such  legis- 

lation is  not  needed.  There 

has  indeed  been  some  ad- 
vance. The  Code  of  Practice 

on  Access  to  Government  In- 
formation, introduced  by  Wil- 

liam Waidegrave  in  1994,  dur- 
ing his  time  as  Minister  for 

Public  Service,  is  a   step  in  the 

right  direction.  It  offers  the 
right  to  complain  via  an  MP 
to  the  Parliamentary  Om- 

budsman about  refusals  to 
release  information  subject  to 
the  code.  One  of  the  first  cases 
under  it  led  to  the  release  of 
the  report  of  an  incomplete 
road  inquiry  affecting  my 

own  constituency,  which,  min- 
isters had  repeatedly  refused 

to  publish  over  several  years. 
The  code  itself  would  have 

greater  credibility  if  its  own 
existence  was  not  such  a   well- 
kept  secret  Launched  on  a 
Bank  Holiday  during  a   parlia- 

mentary recess,  few  know 
about  it  barely  anyone  uses  it 
and  some  departments  still 

turn  away  people  seeking  in- 
formation without  troubling 

to  mention  it. 
The  ombudsman  is  rightly 

nw 
taken  seriously  by  Whitehall, 

and  the  code  provides  new  op- 
portunities that  people  should 

use.  But  the  Government  is 

not  obliged  to  follow  the  om- 
budsman's recommendations. 

Ministers  are  above  all  politi- 
cians, with  political  instincts. 

What  will  those  Instincts  tell 
them  to  do  when  the  informa- 

tion sought  is  so  damaging 

that  it  would  threaten  then- 
jobs  if  made  public? 
A   Freedom  of  Information 

Act  would  remove  the  option 

of  “toughing  out”  an  unwel- come decision.  It  would  apply 

across  the  whole  public  sector 
(the  code  does  not)  and  it 
would  override  the  innumera- 

ble statutory  prohibitions  on 
disclosure,  which  an  adminis- trative code  cannot  do. 

But  I   believe  freedom  of  in- formation must  have  the 

force  of  law  for  a   more  funda- 
mental reason.  It  would  estab- 

lish that  it  is  our  right  as  citi- 

zens to  know  what'  the Government  is  doing.  That 
government  has  no  option  but 
to  be  accountable.  And  that 
accountability  cannot  be 
based  on  the  flexible  interpre- 

John  Redwood  finds  plenty  in  the  Mandelson/ 
Riddle  book  to  worry  Labour  friend  and  foe  alike 

Left  with  no  beef 
I 

out 

T   IS  a   sign  of  the  times  for 
a   Labour  MP  to  team  up 
with  a   former  founder  of 
the  SDP  to  make  money 

out  of  New  Labour.  Peter 
Mandelson  and  Roger  Liddle 

roll  out  the  platitudes  in  their 

new  book.  Socialists  win  be 
left  asking:  where  is  the 

socialism?  The  rest  of  us  will 

ask:  where  is  the  beef? It’s  a   mixture  of  hot  air  and 

constitutional  turmoil-  We 
offered  hot  air  for  train- 

utB,  hot  air  for  higher  educa- tional standards,  hot  air  for 
stakeholding,  hot  air  for  more 

training  and  hot  air  for  every- one having  an  opportunty. 

We  are  offered  regional  gov- 
ernment. European  govern- 

ment and  more  Whitehall 

government.  We  are  promised 

a   strengthened  Number  10,  a 
revamped  and  beefed  up  Cabi- 

net Office,  and  supermlnis- 
ters  leading  teams  of  Cabinet 
ministers  to  implement  main 
policies.  It  is  mainly  Blur,  but 
there  are  oases  of  constitu- 

tional upheavaL There’s  something  for 
everyone,  even  for  MPs.  They 
are  promised  better  salaries. It  is  difficult  to  see  why.  for 
the  rest  of  the  book  is  an 
attack  upon  the  powers  and 
duties  Of  Parliament-  Health, 
education,  local  government, 
transport  and  environment 
matters  would  transfer  to  the 
new  regional  assemblies.  Con- 

trol over  Interest  rates,  the 
level  of  public  borrowing  and 

much  else  besides  would  pass' to  the  European  Central  Bank. 

There  would  be  plenty  more 
government  as  a   result  but 
rather  less  accountability. 

MPs  quizzed  by  their  constitu- ents over  why  their  mortgage 
was  so  high  or  why  their  firm 
was  closing  would  refer  them 
to  Frankfort.  Asked  why  their 
local  hospital  would  not  not 
treat  them  or  why  a   new  road 
was  going  dose  to  their  back 
door,  the  MP  would  have  to 
refer  them  to  ihe  new  regional 

government New  Labour  is  keen  to 
dump  extrovert  socialism. 

They  rule  out  belief  that  state 
planning  and  control  produce 
economic  success.  Profit  is  no 

longer  a   dirty  word.  National- isation is  not  the  answer  to industrial  problems. 

Education,  foes'  say.  is  cru- 

tatiom  of  guidelines  or  the 
willingness  of  a   parliamen- 

tary majority  to  tolerate  lack 
of  frankness  —   bnt  on  a   bind- 

ing obligation  set  out  in  law. 
There  Is  no  Freedom  of  In- 

formation Bill  before  Parlia- 
ment at  present,  but  in  a   few 

days’  time  another  bOl  which 
touches  some  of  these  themes 

comes  up  for  debate.  Don  Ton- 
big’s  Public  Interest  Disclo- 

sure Bill  would  protect  from 
reprisals  employees  and  civil 
servants  who  raise  concerns 
about  crime,  fraud  or  serious 
malpractice.  They  must  raise 
the  issue  internally  first,  giv- 

ing those  in  charge  the 
chance  to  put  things  right 
Here  too  is  the  principle  of 
accountability,  for  once  those 
at  the  top  have  learnt  what  is 

going  on,  they  will  be  liable  if people  are  later  injured  by 
their  failure  to  act 

If  an  individual  raises  the 

matter  internally,  but  noth- 
ing is  done  and  serious  mal- 

practice continues,  the  indi- vidual would  be  protected  for 

blowing  the  whistle.  He  or  she must  not  be  acting  in  bad 
faith,  or  trying  to  make 

cial  to  success.  I   heartily 
agree.  Of  course  more  young 

people  need  to  see  education 
as  the  ladder  to  better  lives, 
and  need  to  take  advantage  of 
the  schools  and  colleges  on 

offer.  Too  many  children  fail to  learn  to  read  and  write  to 

an  acceptable  standard  at  pri- 
mary school  Too  many  then 

need  remedial  teaching  when 

they  get  to  secondary  school 
Peter  Mandelson  and  Tony 

Blair  now  say:  “Performance 
must  be  regularly  assessed  . . . 
Heads  must  be  up  to  the  job. 

Unsatisfactory  teachers  — 
particularly  teachers  with  low 
expectations  of  their  pupils  — 
must  be  retrained  or  removed. 
There  should  be  zero  toler- 

ance of  failure." 
This  is  all  excellent  stuff;  if 

a   little  tougher  than  1   would 
have  dared  put  it  Why  then  is 
Labour  in  power  in  most  of 
the  education  authorities  of 
the  country  not  doing  just 

this?  Governing  bodies  with 

many  Labour  representatives, 
and  Labour  education  authori- 

ties, have  the  power  to  take 
just  this  action.  Why  are  they 
not  doing  so?  Tony  Blair 

maney  out  of  a   disclosure, 
and  most  importantly  must  be 

able  to  persuade  a   court  or 
tribunal  that  any  disclosure 
was  lawful  and  justified  in  the 

public  interest  in  some  cir- cumstances this  may  mean 

limiting  the  disclosure  to  a 
regulatory  body;  in  others  a 
wider  publication  would  be 

justified. 

The  individual  who  has 
acted  in  the  public  interest 
could  not  be  dismissed,  or  pe- 

nalised in  other  ways.  Organi- 
sations would  know  that 

when  serious  concerns  are 
brought  to  them  they  must 
deal  with  them  properly,  and 

employees  would  know  that the  law  would  protect  them 

for  raising  such  issues.  Not 
least  we  the  public  would stand  a   better  chance  of 

avoiding  the  tragic  accidents 

and  financial  wanriaic  that could  have  been  stopped,  had 

the  right  person  blown  the whistle  at  the  right  time. 

Richard  Shepherd, 
Conservative  MP  lor  Aldridge 
Brown  hi  I   Is.  voted  against  the 
Government  in  the  Scott  debate 

ought  to  be  able  to  tackle  the 

problems  of  education  imme- diately. His  party  is  hi  power 
in  many  places.  Why  did  bis 

party  waste  so  much  time  op- 
posing tests  and  publication  of test  results,  when  they  now 

think  measuring  and  publish- 
ing performance  matters? 

Peter  Mandelson' s   book  just 
opens  up  the  fears  of  many about  New  Labour.  The  true 

socialist  will  ask:  what's  the 
point  of  Labour  winning  if  it’s not  committed  to  redistribu- 

tion. nationalisation  and  state 
planning?  The  uncommitted 
voter  will  want  to  know  why 
Labour,  already  is  power  in 
county  and  borough  govern- 

ment, has  not  done  in  our 
schools  what  it  is  now 

promising. Some  floating  voters  will 
float  away  again  before  the 
election.  They  are  certainly 

not  going  to  like  Labour’s 
view  that  we  should  give  our 

country  away  to  Brussels  and 
Frankfurt  as  a   friendly  ges- 

ture to  Chancellor  Kohl. 

The  Blair  Revolution  —   Can  New 
Labour  Deliver?  (Faber,  £7.99) 

David  McKie 

HALF  WAY  through  Sat- 

urday’s Guardian  ex- 
tracts from  Peter  Man- 

de Ison's  (and  Roger  Liddle’s) new  book.  I   suddenly  thought 

of  the  Labour  Church,  an  in- stitution from  the  early  days 

of  the  Movement  more  ambi- tious smA  elaborate  in  design 

than  the  nowadays  more  often 
remembered  Socialist  Sunday 
Schools.  It  began,  like  so 

many  good  things,  in  Man- chester, and  spread  rapidly 

through  the  manufacturing 

towns  of  Lancashire  and  the 
West  Riding,  though  (rather 

like  Rugby  League)  it  never 
took  root  in  the  South.  The 

Church  brought  together  two 
kinds  of  socialist  those  who 
were  also  devout  Christians, 
and  others  with  no  such  belief 
who  simply  felt  that  if  you 
wanted  to  preach  a   faith  you 
needed  a   church. 

At  Bolton,  the  oldest  Con- 
gregational church  in  the town  defected  en  bloc  to  the 

Labour  Church  after  listening 

to  an  address  by  the  dockers' leader  Ben  Tilled:.  In  Brad- 

ford. where  Liberal  non-con- formists refused  to  give  Tillett 

a   platform,  the  socialists  in 
the  congregation  defected  and 
set  up  a   Labour  Church  of their  own.  The  church  had  its 

own  hymns,  whose  tunes  were often  pragmatically  pinched 
from  existing  hymnals.  Like 
God  Save  The  Working  Man- 

sung  to  the  tune  of  the National  Anthem. 

The  creed  preached  by  Man- 
delson (and  Liddle)  may  be  en- 
tirely secular,  yet  it  seems 

here  and  there  to  have  a 
smack  of  religious  observance 
about  It  That  Is  partly  be- 

cause it  calls  for  such  a   lot  of 

repentance-  Those  who  over 
the  years  subscribed  to,  or 
even  vaguely  supported.  Old 
Labour  have  clearly  been  at 

most  grievous  fault.  They 
have  done  those  things  which 

they  ought  not  to  have  done, and -left  undone  these  things 

they  ought  to  have  done  — ■ 
like  getting  rid  of  what  Man- delson (and  Liddle)  call  the 
infamous"  Clause  IV  long  be- 

fore the  final  years  cf  this  cen- 
tury. You  can  catch  this  spirit 

most  clearly  in  the  long  list  of 

paragraphs  in  Saturday's Guardian  setting  out  “a  new synthesis  to  which  all  of  the 

centre  and  left  can  subscribe”, each  beginning  with  the  trig- 

ger “whereas"- 
Now  "whereas”  is  lawyer’s 

language,  the  stuff  of  binding 

agreements  or  even  of  consti- tutions, much  more  than  the 

language  of  Church.  Yet  the 
way  it's  deployed  by  Mandel- 

son (and  Liddle)  irresistibly 

recalls  passages  like  the  one 
in  Corinthians  1   where  the 

images  have  to  do  with  pass- 

ing from  darkness  to  light. “When  I   was  a   child.  I   spake 

as  a   child,  I   understood  as  a 
child.  I   thought  as  a   child;  but 
when  I   became  a   man.  I   put 

away  childish  things"  is  a very  whe reassy  sentence, 

though  St  Paul,  or  his  transla- 
tors, go  one  better  titan  Man- delson (and  Liddlei  by  employ- 

ing the  simpler  ■'but-'. 

Above  all  I   found  in  these 

sentences  an  echo  of  those  ele- 
ments in  the  liturgy  known  as 

versicles  and  responses, 

where  the  minister  states  a 

proposition  and  the  congrega- 
tion responds  in  the  words 

chosen  for  it  It  would  be  tbe 

work  of  a   moment  to  trans- 
form the  teachings  of  Mandel- lid  into  versicles  and  respons- 

es for  a   New  Labour  Church: 
The  Minister*  shall  say: 

Whereas  the  left:  desired  qual- 
ity of  outcome  and  the  right 

individual  liberty  to  do  what- 
ever they  pleased 

The  Congregation  shall  say: 
New  Labour  sets  as  it  goal  real 
equal  opportunity  for  all.  and 
special  privileges  for  none. 

Then  shall  the  Minister  say 

Whereas  the  left  appeared  to 

argue  for  rights  without  res- ponsibilities and  the  right 
that  one  was  reponsible  for 

oneself  alone The  Congregation  shall  say: 

New  Labour  stresses  the  im- 
portance of  mutual  obliga- tions . . .   And  so  on. 

THERE  are  further  valu- 

able possibilities  in  the 

little  group  of  verdicts on  Blair  which  appeared  in 

Monday's  paper,  with  their 
unmistakable  tone  of  Lives  Of The  Saints.  For  example,  just 

to  emphasise  what  a   Bread 
Church  this  is:  “Blair  does  not 

carry  any  animus  towards 
those  who  defected  to  the 
SDP."  (Just  as  well,  since  one 

was  Liddle.)  "He  felt  as  little 

sympathy  with  the  old  right  in 
the  party,  with  their  reliance on  local  machine  politics  and 
deal-making  and  fixing  votes 
with  the  unions,  as  he  did 

with  the  old  left."  Then  there's the  handy  parable  about  Blair 

privately  warning  John  Smith 

against  his  tax  and  national- 

insurance  proposals  ("infa- mous tax  and  national-insur- 

ance proposals"  as  they’ll  no doubt  be  called  in  the  second 
edition)  in  the  run-up  to  the 
1992  election  —   but  then,  out 
of  loyalty  to  a   friend  and 
senior,  acquiescing  in  them: "It  was  a   mistake,"  M   and  L 

add  rmprovingly,  '“from  which Blair  learned-  You  can  get  a hundred  little  things  right, 

but  if  you  fail  on  the  big 

points  you  lose." 

It  also,  I   see,  says  here: "Nothing  infuriates  Blair 

more  than  London-based  jour- 

nalists purporting  to  offer  in- sights into  a   Labour  Party 
they  have  little  contact  with 
and  claiming  that  the  grass- roots have  no  sympathy  with 

his  changes."  That  sentence,  I 

suggest  may  need  to  be  read in  the  New  Labour  Church 

not  just  from  time  to  time,  like 
the  others,  but  at  least  once  a 

week. 
*   Or  “ the  non-ministerial polit- 

ical manager  inside  No  10 ", whichever  may  be  appropriate. 
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10  OBITUARIES 
Anna  Larina 

Child  of  the 
Revolution 

■   **^S§ 

THERE  are  few 
happy

  
ending

s  
in 

Russia
n  

history
,  

but 

the  life  of  Anna  Lar- 
ina prove

d  
that,  for 

a   few.  history
  
comes 

 
right  in 

the  end.  For  50  years  she  was 

the  hidden
  
widow 

 
of  a   forgot-

 

ten man. 
 
Nikola

i  
Bukhar

in, 

theore
tician

  
of  the  Russia

n 

revolut
ion  

and  member
  

of  the 
Bolshe

vik  
central

  
commit

tee 

who  became
  

the  most  promi-
 

nent victim
  
of  Stalin's

  
purges.

 
Anna  Larina  lived  to  tell  the 

tale  —   and  to  deliver  Bukhar- 
in's final  letter  to  the  country 

he  had  helped  create,  and  to 
see  him  honoured  by  the  Com- 

munist Party  be  had  fought  to 
steer  away  from  dictatorship 
towards  socialist  humanism. 
With  her  death,  at  the  age  of 
82,  the  last  link  to  the  Inner 
circle  of  those  who  made  the 
revolution  has  gone. 

Larina  was  a   true  child  of 
the  revolution.  Alter  her  i 

mother’s  death  from  tubercu- 1 
los is.  she  had  been  adopted  by 
an  aunt.  Yelena,  and  her  inva- 

lid husband.  Yuri  Larin.  She 
was  looked  after  by  her  grand- 

father while  her  parents,  com- 
mitted revolutionaries,  spent 

the  first  world  war  In  exile  in 
Geneva.  Only  after  the  1917 
February  revolution  did  they 
return  to  Russia.  Anna  first 
got  to  know  her  father 
through  the  letters  he  wrote  to 
her  firam.Petrograd  (St  Peters- 

burg) where  he  was  a   Menshe- 
vik deputy  to  the  Soviet  The 

miry  tales  he  wrote  for  his 
daughter — of  fat  mice  exploit- 

ing skinny  worker  mice  — 
stuck  with  her.  Larina 

remained  loyal  to  the  1917  Oc- 
tober Bolshevik  revolution, 

and  to  Marxism,  throughout 
her  life.  Then,  when  the  revo- 

lutionary government  moved 
to  Moscow  in  1919.  she  moved 
in  with  her  parents  to  room 
305  in  the  Hotel  Metropol 
where  they  remained  until 
1927. 

It  was  here  that  she  met  the 

leading  figures  of  the  revolu- 
tion; Lenin.  Zinoviev,  Kame- 

nev as  well  as  other  central 
committee  members  came  to 
discuss  politics  and  tactics 
with  her  bedridden  father,  an 
economics  expert  who  helped 
set  up  the  state  farm  system 
and  was  involved  in  the  early 
state  planning.  But  of  all  the 
senior  Bolsheviks  who  came 

to  the  Larins’  apartment,  R 
was  Nikolai  Ivanovich  Bukha- 

rin. a   close  Mend  and  col- 
league of  her  father,  who  at- 1 

Bukharin . . .   executed,  1938 

traded  Anna  with  his  games 

and  paintings  and  the  menag- 
erie he  kept  in  his  room  (me 

door  below.  Aged  10,  Anna 

was  taken  to  see  Lenin’s  body 
lying  in  state  and  remembers 
Bukharin,  who  Lenin  had 

called  the  "golden  boy”  of  the 
revolution,  weeping  openly  be- 

side the  coffin. 
A   year  later  she  was  com- 

posing poems  to  Bukharin. 
Her  lather  teased  her  and  sug- 

gested she  take  the  poem 
down  to  Bukharin.  Meeting 
Stalin,  she  asked  him  to  de- 

liver the  letter.  The  man  who 
acted  as  a   go-between  would 

later  destroy  the  couple’s lives. 

The  42-year-old  Bukharin 
and  the  teenage  Anna  fell  in 
love  in  1930  when  Bukharin, 
ousted  from  the  Politburo, 
stripped  of  the  editorship  of 
Pravda  and  of  his  position  as 
head  of  the  Comintern,  was 

already  being  accused  of  lead- 
ing the  “rightist  Trotskyite 

opposition”  to  Stalin's  rapid 
j   forced  collectivisation  and 1   industrialisation. 

The  16th  Party  Congress 
had  intimated  the  terror  to  be 
waged  on  old  Bolsheviks  and 
rivals  to  Stalin.  Bukharin, 

aware  cf  the  danger,  was  hesi- 
tant about  dragging  Anna  into 

Kremlin  intrigue  and  faction- 
alism. But  her  lather  encour- 

aged Anna  to  spend  time  with 
Bukharin  and  he  told  her: 

“Ten  years  with  Nikolai  Ivan- 
ovich would  be  more  interest- 

ing than  a   lifetime  with  any- 

one else.” 

When  they  eventually  mar- 
ried in  1934,  Anna  was 

plunged  into  the  nightmarish 

world  of  Stalin’s  paranoia where  her  life  and  late,  as  a 
Kremlin  wife,  hinged  on  that 
cf  her  husband.  The  couple 
moved  into  the  Kremlin  apart- 

ment Stalin  had  shared  with 
his  wife  Nadezhda  Alliluyeva 
before  her  suicide.  Bukharin, 
then  editor  cf  Izvestia,  was 
enjoying  a   brief  period  of 
favour  but  It  was  not  to  last 
When  Leningrad  party  boss 
Sergei  Kirov  was  assassinated 

in  1334  —   probably  on  Stalin’s 
orders  —   Bukharin  refused  to 
discuss  the  matter  with  his 
beautiftiL  dark-haired  young 
bride.  Did  be  know  that  the 
17th  Party  Congress  that  year 
was  the  last  that  many  old 
Bolsheviks  would  attend? 

Life  with  Bukharin  was  a 

mixture  of  politics  and  amuse- ment Although  he  was  by 
then  frozen  out  of  the  leader- 

ship. he  continued  to  contrib- 
ute to  party  policy  and  was 

involved  in  drafting  the  new 
Soviet  Constitution.  In  her 
1993  memoirs  This  I   Cannot 

Forget,  Larina  shows  her  hus- band as  a   dedicated  Bolshevik, 
loyal  to  the  principles  of  the 
revolution,  finding  time  to 
read  French  novels  with  her 
in  their  Kremlin  apartment 
and  to  play  practical  jokes.  In 
1936,  when  Bukharin  knew 
that  his  outspoken  criticisms 

of  party  policy  would  cost  him 
dearly,  he  went  to  Paris  to 
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for 
no  other  reason  . .   ■   She  had 

no  memory-  1   him  that 
Logan  Pearsall  Smith  sai
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The  Mai*  On  The  Wall  in  
ber last  book,  A   Haunted  House, 

was  a   direct  crib  from  Thack-
 eray. Harold  maintained  that 

all  artists  plagiarised,  and  he 

.told  the  story  I   have  heard
 before  of  her  being  threatened 

with  a   libel  action  for  taking  a 

live  lady  novelist's  name  for  a tombstone  inscription  in  The 

Voyage  Out.  James  Lees- Ofilne.  Prophesying  Peace. Faber.  1964. 

Birthdays 
Anna  Larina . . .   Stalin  delivered  her  love  letter  to  Bukharin 

Hugh  Lamprey 

Made  in  Africa 

THE  moment  Hugh  Lam-  [   mambered.  At  one  point,  i prey,  who  has  died  aged  stood  around  a   dead  rl 
67.  set  foot  in  Africa,  which  had  been  speared THE  moment  Hugh  Lam- 

prey. who  has  died  aged 
67.  set  foot  In  Africa, 

that  continent  was  to  be  his 
life.  He  had  already  travelled 
to  Iceland,  the  Himalayas  and 
the  Canaries  on  student  expe- 

ditions. had  been  bom  in 

Egypt,  and  had  served  in  Pal- 
estine and  Egypt  as  a   tank 

officer  (tanks  being  “great" for  watching  birds),  but  that 

first  job  ns  biologist  at  Tan- 
ganyika's game  department seemed  to  settle  the  matter. 

Thenceforth,  save  for  return- 
ing to  Oxford  for  a   D   Phil  and 

to  Down  in  retirement,  the 

continent  of  Africa  ■—  notably 
its  eastern  part  —   gave  him 
home  and  happiness. 

When  an  undergraduate  at 
Oxford  ho  had  seemed  (to  this 
contemporary)  to  be  one  more 
bright -eyed,  diligent  and  unex- 

citing student,  most  notable 
for  his  quaint  walk  and  deep 
voice.  But  Africa,  although  it 
dal  nothing  for  the  walk  or  the 
voice,  built  Hugh  Lamprey. 

This  was  most  noticeable  at 
the  famous  Arusha  conference 

of  19M  All  manner  of  distin- 
guished conservationists  were 

at  tins  northern  Tanganyikan 
town,  wringing  their  hands  at 

the  presumed  fate  of  Africa's wildlife  wlion  the  Africans  of 

Afrira  gained  their  indepen- 
dence (Somehow  forgetting 

that  the  huge  herds  which  so 
impressed  tiu*  early  European 
arrivals  had  been  living  in 
partnership  with  Africans  for 
crnturies>. 
Hugh  acted  as  tour  leader 

when  the  Arusha  delegates 
visited  Manynrn,  Nrorongoro 
and  Serengcti  for.  as  it  were,  a 
final  look  at  the  animal  trva- 
surehousc  about  to  be  dls- 

Jackdaw 

membered.  At  one  point,  they 
stood  around  a   dead  rhino 
which  had  been  speared  by 

MaasaL  The  gloom  was  con- 
siderable but  Hugh  was  en- 

thused. He  was  eager  for  the 
future,  knowing  that  the  past 
—   with  Africans  resentful  that 
their  big  game  bad  become  big 

business  for  pale-faced  for- 
eigners —   had  been  none  too 

perfect Putting  his  enthusiasm  into 
action,  he  became  the  first 
principal  of  the  College  of 
African  WilcOife  Management 
(at  Mweka  in  Tanzania).  In 

the  next  30  years  this  institu- 
tion was  to  train  2,500  game 

wardens  from  25  nations.  In 

1966,  Hugh  left  to  become  di- 
rector of  the  Serengeti 

Research  Institute,  where 

many  world-famous  beha- 
viourists and  ecologists 

worked. 

They  were  a   skilled  and  de- 
manding group  who  needed 

careful  handling.  Tanzania's government  has.  alas,  not 
been  as  wise  as  Hugh  had 
originally  expected,  mid  the 
SRI  has  suffered  accordingly, 
causing  him  disappointment 
rather  than  anger  —   as  was his  way. 

East  Africa  is  rich  with  an- 
ecdotes concerning  Lamprey: 

such  as  the  time  he  landed  his 
Piper  Cub  aeroplane  on  the 

Kilimanjaro  “saddle”  between 
the  peaks  of  Kibo  and 
Mawcnzt.  For  take-off  from 
this  altitude  of  16,000  feet  a 
group  of  Mweka  students  were 
asked  to  hold  the  tail  for  as 

long  as  passible  —   and  did  so 
too  effectively,  causing  the 
propeller  to  hit  the  ground. 
Lamprey  bashed  the  damaged 
blades  back  into  shape  with 

negotiate  the  purchase  cf  the Marx  archive  from  former 
Menshevik  colleagues.  In  the 
midst  of  delicate  discussions, 

aware  that  any  sign  of  disloy- 
alty to  Stalin  would  be 

reported  to  Moscow,  he  took 
his  heavily  pregnant  wife 

sightseeing.  In  Montmartre  he 
did  handstands  to  amuse  her. 

It  was  an  alleged  conversa- tion with  Boris  Nikolaevsky,  a 
Menshevik  ex-colleague  of 
Bukharin’s  in  Paris  which 

provided  the  pretext  for  Buk- 
harin’s arrest  by  the  NKVD  in 

Moscow  in  February  1937. 
Larina,  as  the  wife  of  an 

enemy  of  the  people,  was  ar- rested later  that  year.  She 

spent  the  next  20  years  in 
prison  or  exile  meeting  other 
Kremlin  wives  in  transit 
camps,  and  comforting  herself 
with  the  memories  of  her 

lather  and  husband  which  she 
later  wrote  down  as  a   testa- 

ment to  their  rmunnry  tn historical  accuracy. 

Letters 

Despite  interrogation  by 

Lavrenty  Beria.  Stalin’s 
henchman,  and  the  hwiiiah  life cf  the  Gulag,  Larina  survived. 

Many  wives,  including  Eka- terina Kallina.  wife  cf  the 

Soviet  President,  and  Na- 
dezhda. Bukharin’s  crippled 

first  wife  did  not  Despite  Be- 
rn's warning:  “If  you  want  to 

live,  then  shut  up  about  Bu- kharin”, Larina  did  not  forget 
him  or  the  letter  addressed  To 
A   Future  Generation  Of 
Soviet  Leaders  that  Bukharin 
made  her  memorise  before  his 

arrest  She  recited  it  “like  a 
prayer”  in  the  camps  and  only 
after  her  return  from  Siberian 
exile  in  1959  did  she  dare  write 

It  down. 
Larina  spent  three  years  in 

an  underground  con  in  the 
Lubyanka,  then  hi  1941  she 
was  sent  to  the  Gulag. 

Released  in  1945,  she  was  ex- iled in  Siberia  and  despite 

being  granted  leave  to  return 
to  Moscow  in  1995  she  refused 

to  do  so  until  1969,  when 

under  Khrushchev’s  amnesty 
to  the  victims  of  Stalin’s 
Terror,  she  was  fully  par- 

doned. Her  son.  Yuri,  brought 

up  in  orphanages,  finally 
found  his  mother  in  1956.  At 
first  Larina  refused  to  tell  him 
who  his  father  was.  He  tried  to 

guess:  Trotsky?  Radek?  Kame- nev? Zinoviev?  When  be  said 
Bukharin.  Larina  replied: “That's,  it” 

Together,  the  two  cam- 

paigned quietly  for  Bukhar- in’s rehabilitation.  Letters  to 

the  Soviet  leader  Nikita  Khru- shchev were  ignored  and 

when  she  wrote  to  bis  succes- 
sor Leonid  Brezhnev  in  the 

1970s,  she  was  told  that  Bu- kharin remained  a   criminal  in 

tiie  leadership’s  eyes.  When Gorbachev  came  to 

power,  finally  the  name  cf Bukharin  and  his  role  in 
Soviet  history  could  be 
mentioned  again  Larina  was 
interviewed  in  the  weekly 

Ogonyok  and  Bukharin’s  let- ter was  published  in  Decem- ber 1987.  The  following  year 
the  literary  journal  Znamya 
began  tiae  .serialisation  of  her 
memoirs. 
Bukharin  was  officially 

rehabilitated  on  February  4, 

1988  and  Larina  became  tire 
centre  cf  media  attention,  her 

reminiscences  a   valuable  eye- 
witness account  of  the  Terror. 

With  Yurt  she  devoted  the  rest 
of  her  life  to  preserving  Buk- 

harin’s memory,  hi  reviewing 
Bukharin’s  trial  in  1968,  a 

Soviet  judge  called  him  “a 
fighter  tn  the  end”.  So  was  his 
widow.  She  is  survived  by 
Yuri  and  a   daughter  and  son 
from  her  second  marriage  to 

Fyodor  Fadeyev,  who  she  met 
in  the  camps  and  married  in 

1945. IhM  Montgomery 

Anna  Larina,  bom  January  27. 

1914;  died  February  24. 1996 

The  Duke  of  Atfioll 

Wildlife  expert . .   -   Lamprey 

rocks,  altered  instructions  to 
the  ground-crew,  and  was 
soon  flying  back  to  base. 
On  another  occasion,  when 

landing  near  Lake  Victoria,  he 
beard  popping  but  did  not 
realise  trigger-happy  frontier 
guards  were  shooting  his  way. 
A   truckfhl  of  militia  quickly 
surrounded  him.  asked  for 

identification,  received  it  cor- 
rectly. and  were  then  told  how 

best  to  shoot  down  aircraft 
For  the  second  half  of  his 

working  life  Hugh  was  based 
In  Nairobi,  working  for 
Unesco,  Unep.  WWF,  and 
IUCN,  the  organisations 
which  promote  conservation 
in  all  its  forms.  For  a   lifetime 
dedicated  to  this  cause  he  was 
awarded  the  Order  of  the 

Golden  Ark  in  1987,  and  vari- 
ous others,  including  the  OBE 

in  1990. 
He  was  most  happily  mar- 

ried for  42  years,  and  has  a   son 
following  in  his  footsteps  and 
currently  working  in  Uganda, 

and  a   daughter.  Hugh  offi- 
cially retired  in  1989.  but  at 

the  slightest  excuse  would  be 
back  in  his  beloved  continent 

without  a   moment’s hesitation. 

Anthony  Smith 

Hugh  Francis  Lamprey,  ecolo- 
gist bom  August  2,  1928;  died 

February  10. 1996 

Dear  Deng 

I   HEAR  THAT  if  I   can  just 
change  my  way  of  thinking, 
your  Lordship  might  even 
stoop  to  grant  me  mercy. 

Now.  of  course  people's 
thinking  is  always  subject  to 

change,  but  if  you're  asking me  to  change  my  basic  val- 
ues. well,  my  ideas  are  the 

fruit  oflong-term  hardship 

and  reflection,  and  you’re 
asking  too  much. 

Oct  6. 1963 

YOUR  problem  is  that  you 
have  too  much  ambition,  too 

little  talent  and  you’re  nar- 
row-minded- M   ix  mg  these  ele- 

ments together  In  a   person 

with  as  much  power  as  your- 

self can  have  only  bad  results 
— for  you  and  for  China.  My 
problem  is  that  I   have  little 
ambition  and  no  particular 

talent  but  at  least  I'm  wide 
open  to  different  ideas. 

July  6. 1987 

You  say,  “We  are  not  afraid  of 
pressure,  we  are  not  afraid  af 
going  it  alone,  no  one  has  the 

right  to  interfere  in  our  do- 
mestic affairs.”  You  unscru- 
pulous schemer!  Do  you  think 

that  treating  the  people  of 
China  as  a   joke  makes  you 
some  kind  of  hero? 

It’s  time  to  loosen  the 
strings.  You  and  your  family 
are  facing  dire  problems. 
You’re  no  better  than  an  an- 

cient patriarch. 
Who  are  your  real  friends? 

!   Is  it  those  who  circle  you  for 
handouts?  Is  it  those  foxes  and 
dogs  who  snap  at  your  feet  and 

yelp  for  money? November  11, 1989 

YOUR  lust  for  power,  your 

lust  for  greatness,  should  be 
more  folly  sated  nowthan  in  j 

the  past  You’re  no  longer  at 
an  age  where  you  can  devote 
all  your  energy  to  public 
issues.  If  you  mess  things  up 

now.  you  may  undo  your  gen- 
uine accomplishments. 

So  it's  time  to  make  way  for 
younger  people  and  use  your 
fading  energy*  to  preserve 
yourself  in  your  old  age.  If  you 

want  to  maintain  your  stat- 
ure, that’s  the  best  thing  to  do. 

AprtlZ.  1992 
From  a   series  of  letters  ta  Chi- 

I   nese  ruler  Deng  Xiaoping  writ- 
\   ten  by  imprisoned  dissident 
Wei  Jingsheng.  Jingsheng 
passed  the  letters  to  a   friend  in 
1994.  shortly  btfore  beginning 
a   lengthy  prison  term.  They 
trere  smuggled  out  of  China  to 
Japan  and  translated  by 
Philip  J   Cunningham.  From 
the  New  York  Times. 

Smoke,  no  fire 
THE  EDITOR  guy  at  Mother 
Jones  asked  me  to  go  to  some 

Los  Angeles  “cigar  bars”  to see  what  they  were  like.  First 
1   read  several  articles  on  the 

subject.  They  all  claimed  that 
cigar  smoking  is  sweeping 
the  nation,  with  the  female 

cigar-smoking  population 
growing  the  fastest. 

Cigar  Aficionado  magazine 
contained  an  article  listing 
the  hottest  spots  around  LA 

1   Michael  J   Smith  writes:  Be- 

tween  sixth  form  and  univer- 
j   sity  in  I960,  I   worked  in  St 
Pancras  branch  libraries,  op- 

,   prating  under  postwar  auster- 

ity but  subject  to  the  forward- 
looking  policies  of  Kenneth 
Robinson  ( obituary  February 
21).  Almost  on  the  site  of  the 
new  British  Library,  was  the 
Euston  Road  branch  —   in  a 
converted  single-storey  shop. 

Dp  at  Tufnell  Park,  a   Vic- torian house  bad  been  taken 

over.  There,  after  school,  chil- 
dren would  sit  in  their  own 

section  of  the  library  or,  in 
fine  weather,  out  on  the  patio 
in  tile  garden,  to  be  read  to  by 
one  of  tile  library  staff.  This 

routine  was  yet  another  exam- 
ple of  the  enlightened  cultural 

policies  pursued  by  Kenneth 
Robinson's  St  Pancras. 

E   Ayoola  writes:  IK  Dairo’s passing  (.obituary  February  24) 
will  be  sorely  felt  in  Nigeria. 
The  music  of  Baba  Aladura 

(prayer  man),  as  he  was blown  was  one  of  the  few 

uplifting  aspects  of  life  in  an 
otherwise  depressing  Nigeria, 
from  independence  to  date. 

Geraldine  Cook  writes:  I   was  a 
Penguin  Books  editor  in  the 
seventies  and  eighties  when 

Roger  Omond  (obituary  Febru- 
ary 14)  was  our  unofficial  ad- viser on  South  Africa.  His 

judgment  led  to  the  publica- 
tion of  some  crucially  impor- 
tant books.  His  approach  to 

the  Penguin  Special,  The 

Apartheid  Handbook,  a   com- 
plex work  laying  out  its  day- 

today  reality,  was  typical  of 
Roger.  Simply,  clearly,  and 
without  comment  he  com- 

pleted the  tight  three-month schedule  to  the  day.  It  sold  in 
its  thousands.  He  flew  the  flag 
of  truth,  whether  writing 
about  apartheid  or  his  own 
fight  against  cancer. 

to  smoke  cigars.  I   couldn't find  them.  Occasionally  I 
found  the  venues  themselves, 

but  I   never  found  them  teem- 
ing with  patrons.  A   woman  at one  of  the  restaurants  said, 

“We’re  not  a   cigar  bar,  but  if 
we’re  empty,  people  can 

smoke  cigars."  I   began  to  put 
it  together  Cigar  Aficionado 
might  have  a   vested  interest 
in  hyping  a   cigar  craze  that 
doesn't  exactly  exist. 

1   kept  returning  to  some  of 
the  places,  figuring  I   just 

wasn't  going  at  peak  hours. 
The  site  ofmy&st  successful 
infiltration  was  the  bar  at  the 

swanky  Peninsula  Hotel...  I 
sat  near  a   gaggle  of  men 

struggling  with  cigars  the size  of  baseball  bats  wedged 
in  their  mouths.  They  looked 

like  those  circus  acts  who balance  chairs  on  their 

. . .   The  cigar  smokers  I   ran 
across  did  seem  pretentious 
and  stupid,  especially  the 
women.  I   saw  one  woman 

choking  on  a   puff.  She  looked 
like  she  was  thinking,  “This 
can’t  possibly  be  what  every- 

one is  doing”... The  Cigar  Monthly . . .   had 

an  article  by  a   a   woman  de- 
scribing how  she  realised 

Arms  and  the  man 

THE  10th  Duke  of  Alfa-  I 

oil.  who  has  died  at  the 
age  of  64.  was  the  only 
man  in  Western 

THE  10th  Duke  of  Aih- 

oll,  who  has  died  at  the 
age  of  64.  was  the  only 

man  in  Western 

Europe  still  licensed  to  raise 
a   private  army.  He  inspired 

rumours  of  a   march  on  West- 
minster in  1978,  when  Parlia- 

ment was  debating  the  Scot- tish devolution
  
bill.  But 

George  Iain  Murray,  a   bach- 

elor nicknamed  “wee  Iain” because  he  was  6ft  5   inches  I 

tall,  was  at  heart  a   painfully 1 
shy,  scrupulously 

 
polite  paci- fist dedicated  to  preserving 

his  rolling  acres. 
*Tm  quite  well-suited  to 

have  a   private  army  because 
I'm  completely  non-military," 
he  said.  “I  could  certainly 

mobilise  it  —   but  I   couldn't  do 

much  after  that” 
He  delightedly  exploited  his 

right,  granted  under  decree 
by  Queen  Victoria  during  a 
visit  to  Blair  Castle  in  the 
1840s,  as  a   prime  attraction 
which  drew  165,000  visitors  a 

year  to  his  home. His  60-strong  regiment,  the 
Atholl  Highlanders,  has  12 

pipers  and  eight  drummers. 
Only  local  landowners  can  be 
officers;  rank  and  file  have 
traditionally  been  drawn 
from  estate  workers.  For  a 
generous  fee.  they  have  been 
on  hire  as  stewards  for  the 
Scotch  Whisky  piping  cham- 

pionships and  other  publicity 
events. 
They  have  the  right,  rarely 

exercised,  to  march  through 
Edinburgh  with  bayonets 
fixed.  Their  cannon  fire  does 

little  more  than  break  win- dows at  the  family  seat  near 
Pitlochry,  a   white  stucco 

building  which  has  been  com- 

Wee  Iain . . .   polite  pacifist 

pared  with  a   Disneyland  gin- 

gerbread fortress. 
Their  ancestors  were  war- riors. The  old  dan  chieftains 

of  Blair  controlled  the  main 
route  through  the  central 
highlands  between  Perth  and 
Inverness.  Runners  carried  fi- 

ery crosses  through  the  coun- tryside to  marshal  them. 

They  mustered  for  the  cru- sades, for  Robert  the  Bruce, 
for  Charles  H,  for  Bonnie 
Prince  Charlie,  against  the 

American  war  of  indepen- dence and  raised  44)00  men 
against  the  union  of  Scotland 
with  England. 
George  Murray,  who 

reckoned  he  could  trace  his 
ancestry  back  to  the  Piets, 
was  educated  at  Eton  and 
Christ  Church,  Oxford.  When 
he  inherited  the  dukedom,  he 

was  an  obscure  junior  execu- 
tive in  London.  ! 

He  ruse  to  be  chairman  of 
the  provincial  newspaper 

group  Westminster  Press  in its  less  dynamic  years  from 

1974-93  and  a   director  cf  Pear- 
son Longman,  part  of  the 

media  group  Pearson,  be- 
tween 1975  and  1983.  He  was 

al so  chairman  of  the  Royal 
National  Lifeboat  Institution, 

president  of  the  Scottish Landowners  Federation,  a 

member  of  the  Red  Deer  Com- 
mission and  president  af  the 

National  Trust  for  Scotland. 

An  Arab  prince  once  flew uninvited  into  his  grounds 
with  an  auctioneer,  eager  to 

buy  the  estate.  People  had been  advising  him  to  sell,  but 
one  of  his  last  acts  was  to 
safeguard  his  inheritance  for 

perpetuity. The  estate  and  land  were 

due  to  pass  to  a   distant cousin.  John  Murray,  a   land 

surveyor  in  the  South  African 
TransvaaL  In  the  early  1980s, 
the  Duke  invited  his  kinsman 
to  stay.  Mr  Murray,  repor- 

tedly, was  underwhelmed  by 

the  Scots  climate'  and weather.  Wee  Iain  then  vested 
Blair  Castle  and  much  of  his 

land,  thought  to  be  worth  £140 minion,  in  a   charitable  trust 

in  the  name  of  an  11-yaar-old 
half  nephew.  This  leaves 
John  Murray  to  inherit  the 
title  only.  The  South  African 
Murrays  initially  spoke  of 
contesting  this  in  court.  But 
yesterday  it  looked  as  if  the 
guile  of  the  Piets  bad  once 
again  carried  the  day. 

John  Esard 

George  lain  Murray,  10th  Duke 
of  Atholl.  Earl  of  Tullibardine, 
Lord  Gask  and  Balquhldder,  Vis- 

count Glenlyon,  and  other  Scots 
tides,  bom  June  19,  1931;  died 
February 27, 1996. 

Peter  Alliss.  golfer,  commen- 
tator, 65;  Philip  Bailhache. Bailiff  of  Jersey,  50;  Steph- anie Beacham,  actress,  47: 

Alfred  Burke,  actor.  78:  Dr 
Jonathan  Clark,  historian, 
45;  Robin  Cook,  Labour  MP, shadow  Foreign  Secretary,  50: 

Barry  Fantoni,  novelist,  car- toonist and  jazz  musician,  5& 

Tristan  Garel-Jones  MP.  for- mer Conservative  minister, 

55;  Helen  Grindrod,  QC, Crown  Court  Recorder.  60;  Sir 

Anthony  Havelock-All  an. film  producer,  92;  Maj-Gen 
Michael  Hobbs,  director. 

Duke  of  Edinburgh's  Award 
Scheme,  59;  Prof  Susan  Iver- 

son, behavioural  psycholo- 
gist, 56;  Prof  John  Irvine, 

physicist  principal  and  vice- chancellor,  Aberdeen  Univer- sity, 57;  Thomas  Kempner. 
Emeritus  Professor  of  Man- 

agement Studies,  Brunei  Uni- 
versity, 66;  Jeremy  Lancas- ter. chairman  and  managing 

director,  Wolseley,  60;  Barry McGuigan,  boxer,  35;  George 

Malcolm,  pianist,  composer. 

79;  Brian  Moore,  football 

commentator.  64;  Bn^in  Phil- lips, actor  and  director,  54; 
Peter  Stothard,  editor,  the 

Times,  45;  Sir  Brian  Ur- 
qnhart,  former  assistant  sec- retary-general, UN,  77. 

Death  Notices 

MACOOMBLL,  2mm  Cfeavo.  On  2Mi  Feb- ruary m   Widow  of  Emeet  Macdonoll. 
and  doarty  loved  Mother  a I   Linda  and  Bm 
Mb  Diana.  Funeral  Sanfca  at  The  North 

East  Surrey  CrutneJortum,  Worden,  on 

Thursday.  29tft  Febnary.  at  ISO  jun.  How- af»  c to  WA  Truetova  31  High  Street 
Chasm.  Surrey. 
OOBOHN.  Kathleen,  paaoatuly  at  home 

an  Fab  22nd  aged  7iyrs.  Oslo  veil  wife  and 
ntotfwr.  Prfvso,  Cremation.  A   Service  of 
CaMranoo  win  ba  told  ai  a   date  to  bo 

announced.  No  by  request.  Dona- 

dons  payable  to  St  Johns  P   C.C-  (Haase. Enquiries  &   Donations  la  L   C   Waalon 
Fiatarai  Dlrtaors  Na  25.  17  Layton  Rtt 

Herpendan.  Herts  ALS  2HY.  Tel  01582 7128BS, 

VAFtEY.  On  February  2Sh  1998  after  a 

struggle  against  cancer,  RICHARD  JOHN, 
younger  son  m   the  late  Mr  5   Mrs.  E 
Vertay  cl  Bremh^L  Cheshire.  Donations  to 
Cancer  Research  or  BrttMl  Heart  Founda- 

tion. EncMrte*  to  Ban  UovdJF.D.)  LM  TQj 
0181  485  313S  or  01885  872717. 
WARMES,  John  Morton,  tether  Ol  Amt, 

ps»9d  BMWf  peacefuBy  on  Thursday.  22nd 
February  1H*  el  Kings  Cottage  Hospital. 
Funeral  10  be  fteW  on  Tuesday.  5th  March 
ai  12.00  al  Honor  Oak  Crematorium.  Brock- 

lay  Way.  $£23.  No  Itowara  please,  dona- hone  to  Urtoldy  Testing  Museun.  MEL 

Son,  1M  OemMrt  HBL  Cambar- wafl  SB  BRX.  tot:  0171  274  2864. 

Birthdays 

TOM.  Happy  Bhinday  and  get  boner  soon. Love  from  an  old  ana. 

ST?  f*"*  W   announcement  telephone 

0171  *11  8080 

USEWli. 
POWER  TO 

CHEAT  DEATH 
We  do.  Kidney  lasaacch  saves Bscs.  So  do  legadea. 

NATIONAL 

RESEARCH  FUND 3   Archers  Court,  StnMsjr 
Hoad,  Huntingdon. 

CwntriOgcahlra  PElB  6XG 

Wept***  01490  4S482B 
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j   smoking  cigars  was  “some- 
|   thing  my  fiance  anti  I   could 
,   enjoy  together,  something  in- 

teresting and  different” 1   You’d  think  she  would  have 

I   noticed  that  they  had  so  little 
|   they  could  enjoy  together  be- fore they  got  engaged.  They 

probably  went  from  months 
1   of  uncomfortable  silence  to 

such  stimulating  conversa- 
tion as: 

“Honey,  are  you  puffing?” “Yes,  I’m  puffing.” 
I   don't  even  date,  but  I   feel 

safe  in  counseling  that  if  you 

see  cigar  smoking  as  a   bea- con of  hope  for  interaction 

with  our  fiancA.  you've  un- 
earthed a   fairly  severe  short- 
coming in  the  relationship.  It 

might  be  a   good  time  to  go 
back  over  the  guest  list  for 

your  wedding  and  eliminate 

the  groom. 
Paula  Poundstone  chokes  on 

the  hype  oft/w  cigar  industry 
for  her  regular  column  in  the 
American  political  magazine 
Mother  Jones. 

Heaven  scent 
WE  WATCHED  the  men  and 
their  dogs  go  to  work.  The 
men  had  dog  biscuits  in  one 

pocket;  they  put  truffles  in 
the  other.  I   wondered  if  they 

ever  made  an  expensive  mis- take ...  We  hunched  our 

shoulders  and  folded  our 

arms  and  shivered  as  Man-  ’ darine,  Rocchia’s  dachs- hund, picked  up  the  scent 

Any  breed  or  mongrel  can  be framed . . .   fit]  is  the  quickest 

way  to  add  value  to  a   mutt But  ultimate  performance  is 
individual.  The  controlled 

collaboration  between  mas- 

mi  ■       " 

WILL  BLAIR  FLY 
'vl  TO *-  '   - v   M   *   O   •   •   I   - 1   f   r : l   ■   •   ’ 

Sniff  sniff  - . .   Prospect 

terand  dog,  with  no  barking, 
no  excess  digging,  no  wasted 

energy,  is  intense. Mandarine,  quivering  with 
diminutive  intelligence,  was 

not  up  to  scratch  because  this 

oak  grove  was  not  her  usual 
patch.  “Cherches,  Mandarine, cherchesr"  “Ou  elle  est?  Oit  elle 

estF’  Roccfaia’a  whispered  en- 

couragements might  have 

whipped  up  a   mild  sexual fervour  in  all  of  us,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  wind.  Mandarine 

trembled  and  scurried  and tqnndfld. Suddenly  Rocchia 
was  onhis  knees  beside  her. 

She  stepped  aside  to  let  him finish.  What  a   delicate  job!  He 

scooped  up  the  cold,  friable sofl  and  sank  his  face  into  iL 
“Ah,  smell  that*”  He  held  up 

the  prectous  black  growth,  his 
noseshadsdbyachasnut 

smearof  earth.  Encdrding 

him,  we  waited  for  initi- ation;.. 

Old  postcards  show  the  truf- 
fle-hunters working  wifo  pigs. 

Pigs  dig  deeper  than  dogs,  but 

they  alsolflte  truffles.  They 
can  break  a   man’s  arm,  or severa  finger,  to  keep  their 
find.  Getting  them  into  the  car  . 
is  another  drawback.  You  will 

be  hard  potto  flnda  tmfUing 

pig  m   Provence  today.  AH  of us  from  London  were  sad 
about  this,  because  we  had 
been  led  to  expect  one,  but  "Le 
cochon  est  mart,  "declared Rorifaia— so  that  was  that . . . 

We  have  some  fine  speci- 
mens to  hand  now,  and  it’s time  to  eat ...  Rocchia  relaxes over  the  wine  and  reflects 

upon  his  part-time  life  as  a rabassier.  (Unerabasseistbe 

focal  name  for  truffle,  and  it's 

Rogatory.)  He  says  that  the 

hunt  for  the  truffle  is  probably 

a   greater  nlftaein-ai+mv.  _ 

  luiui  eanriP 
it  True.  Ti'uffle-iumting  jg  ̂  passion,  ambivalent  for  all 
concerned,  often  practised 

jmder  difficult  conditions,  but 

COmneTlina  on  J   l 
T «« lanes  a 

lowton  to  Provence 

msearchtfthe  “black  dU i- ttwnd  -   From  Prospect magazine, 

’^^^antsyourjeweis,  E- 
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Record  £2bn  for  Barclays 

Telling  smiles. . .   Barclays  chief  executive  Martin  Taylor  (left)  and  chairman  Andrew  Buxton,  confident  staff  will  not  strike  photograph  e   kamlton  west 

Roger  Cowe 

AR CLAYS  yester- 
day continued  the 

strong  profit  per- 
formances from 

the  banks,  break- 
ing the  £2  billion  barrier  for 

the  first  time  to  earn  what 
chief  executive  Martin 

Taylor  described  as  "a return  that  is  very  high  by 
historical  standards". 

The  bank’s  staff  union.  Un- 
ifi.  leapt  on  the  results  as 
buttressing  its  pay  claim. 
Yesterday,  it  revealed  that 
85  per  cent  of  members  had 
turned  down  a   pay  offer  from 
Barclays  which  it  said  was 
worth  2.8  per  cent. 

The  union  has  asked  fbr  a 
minimum  of  3.2  per  cent  to 
keep  pace  with  annual  infla- 

tion up  to  the  end  of  Janu- 
ary. It  also  wants  less  over- 

time and  a   minimum  pay 

level  in  line  with  the  ‘"Euro- 
pean decency  threshold". 

Unifi  assistant  general-sec- 
retary. Iain  MacLean,  said 

last  night:  “There  are  17.000 
staff  paid  below  the  decency 
threshold.  In  a   bank  that’s 
making  more  than  £2  billion 
profit,  that  is  absolutely 

scandalous." Mr  MacLean  said  the 
results  would  strengthen  his 

members’  resolve  in  resist- 
ing the  pay  offer,  despite  last 

year’s  abortive  national 
strike  which  failed  to  force  a 
higher  offer  out  of  the  bank. 
The  ballot  result  yesterday 
showed  that  55  per  cent  of 
union  members  were  in 
favour  of  moving  to  a   strike 
ballot. 
Chairman  Andrew  Buxton 

said  he  was  confident  a 
settlement  could  be  reached 
without  another  strike,  and 
promised  that  most  staff 
would  be  better  off  as  a   result  | 
of  the  total  pay  offer. 
He  was  non-committal,  i 

however,  on  claims  from  the 
banking  union  Bifu  that 

10,000  jobs  were  at  risk  be- tween now  and  the  end  of  the 

decade.  "It  may  be  a   reason- 
able estimate.”  Mr  Buxton 

said.  But  he  added:  “The trend  of  numbers  will  be 
downwards  from  the  impact 
of  technology.  But  there  will 

be  more  people  in  technol- 
ogy. more  in  banking  ser- 

vices and  more  in  -   invest- 
ment banking.  I   can’t  give 

overall  figures  because  we 

haven't  got  them." The  m^for  branch  closure 
programme  has  come  to  an 
end,  however.  Only  a   hand- ful of  branches  were  dosed 

last  year  and  the  same  will 

apply  in  1996. The  bank’s  resistance  to 
higher  salaries  will  have 

been  buoyed  by  City  con- 
cerns that  its  cost  base  bas 

been  expanding  too  fast. 
Total  costs  rose  by  8   per  cent 

last  year,  although  that  was 
exaggerated  by  special  costs 
such  as  redundancy,  and  the 
rate  of  increase  fell  to  3   per 
cent  in  the  second  half  of  the 

Concern  about  costs  and 
disappointment  that  the 
bank  did  not  initially  an- 
ounce  plans  to  buy  back 

shares,  led  to  Barclays’  share price  falling  yesterday morning. 

But  a   buy-back-  was  an- nounced in  the  afternoon. 
Barclays  used  just  over 

£300  million  of  its  spare  cash 
to  buy  40  million  shares,  or 
2.5  per  cent  of  the  total, 

repeating  last  year's exercise. 

Martin  Taylor  said:  "We have  got  plenty  of  cash  to  do 
what  we  need  to  do.  A   buy- back is  a   way  of  managing 

our  capital." 
year. 

Kvaemer  sees  Trafalgar  Gas  supply  free-for-al I 
as  global  launch-pad  delayed  by  one  month 
Analysts  say  HongKong  Land  holds  key, 

while  shares  rise  to  nine-month  high  in 
expectation  of  an  offer,  writes  Tony  May 

TRAFALGAR  House  yes- 
terday had  a   bid  ap- 
proach from  Kvaemer. 

the  Norwegian  conglomerate 

which  narrowly  failed  to  buy 
the  Amec  construction  group 

in  December. 

Trafalgar,  the  struggling 
engineering  and  construction 

group  best  known  for  its  Cun- nrd  cruise  ships,  including 

the  QE2.  announced  that 
Kvaemer  had  expressed  an 
micro!  in  making  a   bid  but 

"only  with  the  recommenda- 

tion of  the  board". The  statement  came  after  a 

welter  of  stock  market  specu- 
lation pushed  Trafalgar  s 

share  price  up  to  a   six-month 

high.  Analysts  said  Kvaemer 
ni.iv  have  to  pay  more  than 
l’l  billion  this  time. 

A   Trafalgar  spokesman 
wiul  he  expected  Kvaemer  to 

make  a   formal  offer  soon.  The 

Norwegian  group  confirmed 

that  it  was  pursuing  talks 

with  a   view  to  "exploiting 

business  opportunities’*,  and had  not  bought  any  shares. 
The  key  to  the  bid  is  held  by 

HongKong  Land  which  has  a 
26  per  cent  stake.  Last  night  it 
said  it  would  be  guided  by  the 
advice  of  the  Trafalgar  board. 
Confirmation  of  the  ap- 

proach pushed  Trafalgar's  or- dinary shares  up  8p  to  a   nine- 
month  high  of  47p,  with 
12  million  shares  changing 
hands.  The  day  ended  with 

the  group's  ordinary  shares valued  at  nearly  £500  million, 
and  the  preference  shares 

£300  million. 
Some  analysts  said  Trafal- 

gar  could  be  worth  more  than 
60p  a   share,  valuing  it  at 
£640  million.  They  stressed 
that  the  level  of  the  bid  would 
be  more  or  less  fixed  by  how 

much  HongKong  Land  was 

prepared  to  take  for  its  stake. 
—   assuming  it  wanted  to  sell. 

HongKong  Land  was  said to  be  keen  to  find  a   way  out  of 
a   business  which  has  cost  it  a 

lot  of  money.  SGST  Securities 
analyst  Zafar  Khan  said: 
“They  were  looking  for  a   ve- 

hicle. They  found  one  with 
flat  tyres  and  a   ■   blown  up 

engine.” 

Analysts  said  the  prize  fbr 

Kvaemer  was  Trafalgar's contracting  and  engineering 
units.  John  Brown  Engineers 
&   Constructors,  and  Davy 
IntemationaL 

It  is  doubtful  whether 
Kvaemer  would  want  Cunard 

or  Trafalgar's  UK  commercial 
property,  but  it  does  want  to 
develop  its  businesses  beyond 
northern  Europe.  Trafalgar 
House  would  take  it  to  the  US 
and  the  Far  East  and  add  gas 
turbine  technology. 

In  December.  Trafalgar 

reported  a   pre-tax  loss  of 
£321  million  fbr  the  year  to 
September  30.  The  results 
cast  a   shadow  over  Nigel 

Rich,  Trafalgar's  chief  execu- 
tive, brought  in  from  Hong- 
Kong Land  in  August  1994  to 

reorganise  the  company.  In 

contrast  Kvaemer  —   which has  interests  in  shipbuilding, 

oil,  pulp  and  paper  —   an- nounced last  week  that  its 

profit  had  doubled  to  £241  mil- lion in  19%. 

Geoffrey  Gibbs 

THE  planned  introduc- 
tion of  open  competi- tion Into  the  supply  of 

domestic  gas  in  the  south- 
west of  England  has  been 

delayed  for  a   month  to  pro- 
cess licence  applications 

and  test  computer  systems. 

Aspiring  suppliers  have 
for  some  time  been  court- 

ing the  500,000  consumers in  Devon,  Cornwall  and 
Somerset  with  a   wide  range 
of  incentives  in  the  hope  of 

persuading  them  to  switch 
away  from  British  Gas 
when  the  pilot  project  gets 
underway. 

Opening  up  of  the  market 
bad  been  expected  to  begin 
on  April  1.  But  Energy  Min- 

ister Tim  Eggar  said  yester- 

day that  on  the  recommen- dation of  Ofgas,  the  gas 

industry  watchdog,  the 
move  would  not  take  place 
until  April  29. 

He  said  the  four-week  de- 
lay would  allow  time  for 

the  thorough  processing  of 
licence  applications  and 
would  ensure  that  adminis- 

trative and  computer  sys- 

tems were  ready.  “It  is  a 
complex  procedure,  and  we 
need  to  get  it  as  right  as 

possible  before  ‘going  live' 

with  consumers.” 
News  of  the  deferral  came 

as  yet  another  would-be supplier  has  showed  its 
hand  in  a   bustling  market 

where  existing  rivals  in- 
clude SwebGas.  Amerada 

Hess,  Total  and  a   consor- 
tium made  up  of  Color  and 

Texaco. 
British  Fuels,  the  coal,  oil 

and  gas  supplier  estab- lished late  last  year  in  a 
management  buyout  from 
British  Coal,  said  it  would 
be  offering  consumers 
annual  savings  of  up  to 

£200  and  a   package  that  in- cludes no  standing  charges. 

It  is  also  dangling  the  car- 
rot of  £150  off  the  cost  of  a 

holiday  for  those  who  sign 

up  within  the  next  four weeks. 
British  Gas,  which  has 

deliberately  withheld  an- 
nouncing Its  own  tariff  pro- 

posals until  it  sees  what 
competitors  are  offering  in 
terms  of  price  and  service, 
said  yesterday  that  it  would 
have  been  ready  for  an 

April  1   start-up.  But  John 
Kent,  director  of  business 
development  at  British  Gas 

Supply,  said  that  if  a   short 
delay  ensured  competition 
could  be  introduced  in  an 

orderly  fashion,  the  com- 
pany supported  the  Ofgas 

decision. 
Hard  selling  of  the  new 

packages  on  offer  in  the region  has  already  caused 
controversy  with  SwebGas. 
one  of  the  earliest  declared 
entrants,  coming  under  fire 

recently  from  the  Gas  Con- 
sumers’ CounciL 

Competitors  have  been 
promising  savings  of  up  to 
20  per  cent  on  existing  gas 

bills,  with  Calortex  —   an- ticipating the  delay  in  the 
start-up  date  —   guarantee- 

ing recently  that  its  pro- 
jected savings  would  be backdated  to  the  beginning of  ApriL 

Competition  in  the  do- 
mestic market  will  be  ex- 
tended next  year  from  the 

three  western  counties  to 

include  a   farther  1.5  mil- 
lion homes  in  the  south- 

east of  England  before  em- 
bracing the  whole  of  the country  in  1998. 

Errors  led  to  £825,000  DTI 

loan  for  failed  software  firm 

BSkyB  shares  soar  as  French 
stakeholder  plans  demerger 

Teenagers  who  work  while 
studying  fare  worse  at  exams 

Notebook 

Greasing  wtieeis 
for  easier  ride 

Alex  Brummer 

Bringing  Railtrack  to 

the  stock  market  has 
not  been  the  easy  ride  of 

some  earlier  privatisations.  A 

year  ago.  the  Government was  forced  to  back  down  on 
the  charges  which  Railtrack 
would  make  to  the  franchises, 

after  it  became  clear  that  the 
rates  of  return  would  not  be 
sustainable.  This  at  a   stroke 
halved  the  likely  flotation 
returns.  More  recently,  there 

has  been  great  concern  to 
show  that  the  franchises  can 
be  successfully  put  in  the 
commercial  sector  so  that  the 

published  projections,  on  flo- tation have  some  credibility 
in  the  marketplace. 

The  remaining  obstacle  to the  sell-off  has  been  debt 
levels.  British  Rail  boss  Bob 

Horton  has  maintained 

strongly  throughout  the  tran- sition that  if  Railtrack  is  to 

have  a   chance  in  the  private 
sector  then  it  cannot  carry 
the  current  £1.5  billion  on  its 

books.  The  Government  fear- ful of  what  the  Opposition 
will  make  of  a   huge  new 

paper  subsidy  at  this  late 
stage  fthe  prospectus  and 

book  building  will  be  under- 
way by  late  April),  has baulked.  Now  a   crafty  way 

bas  been  found  of  squaring 

the  circle.  Railtrack’s  debt 
will  be  pared  back  to  £589  mil- 

lion —   which  means  the  Trea- 

sury taking  a   £1  billion  book hit  — •   in  return  there  has 

been  a   promise  that  Railtrack 
will  plough  up  more  than 
half-a-billion  pounds  into  up- 

grading cross-London  lines through  Thameslink  2000, with  the  Government  putting 
£100  million  into  the  pot. 

With  Railtrack  in  the  pri- 
vate sector,  relatively  unen- cumbered by  debt,  it  should 

find  the  new  capital  require- 
ment relatively  easy  given  the 

promise  of  extra  income  from 
running  some  24  trains  an hour  in  each  direction 
against  the  current  six. . 

The  Government’s  retreat 
on  Railtrack  debt  with  the 

promise  of  extra  earnings,  al- 
ready is  being  seen  as  posi- 

tive for  the  flotation.  Esti- 
mates in  the  past  have  sug- 

gested that  the  Treasury 
would  raise  around  £1.5  bil- 

lion from  flotation  —   that  fig- ure is  now  moving  to  £1.7 
billion  and  northwards.  At 

that  level.  Railtrack  could 
make  the  Footsie,  vital  in 
terms  of  attracting  some  fund 

management  interest  This 
will  all  no  doubt  be  great  for 

investors  and  frustrated  Lon- 
don travellers:  but  as  for  the 

taxpayer  they  might  wonder 
why  the  Treasury/Transport 
department  has  bothered- 

Kvaemer  rescue 

HAVING  failed  to  board 

Amec  in  last  year’s  con- 
tested takeover,  the 

Kvaerner  group  has  now 

emerged  as  a   possible  white 

knight  for  Trafalgar  House's 

whose  current  fortune  is  best 

symbolised  by  the  300  passen- 
gers stranded  in  the  South 

China  Sea  aboard  the  Cunard 
liner  the  Sagafjord.  The 
arrival  of  Kvaemer  on  the scene  has  a   certain  piquancy: 

it  was  SBC  Warburg  corpo- 

rate finance  boss  Brain  Kee- lan  who  was  responsible  for 
Kvaerner's  failed  bid  for 
Amec  as  well  as  introducing 

Jardine  Matheson  to  the  de- lights of  Trafalgar. 
The  effort  by  Jardines. 

through  their  HongKong 
Land  offshoot,  to  establish  a 
London  bridgehead  before  the 

Peoples  Republic  of  China takes  over  in  15  months  time 
has  not  been  a   great  success. 

Trafalgar  has  suffered  a 
series  of  high  profile  prob- lems. since  HongKong  Land 

moved  in,  including  the  disas- trous refit  of  the  QE2.  The 
restructuring  of  the  company, 

including  its  engineering  off- shoots John  Brown  and  Davy 

International,  led  to  enor- mous losses  in  the  year  to 
September  30.  1995.  Although 
it  has  been  possible  to  argue 
since  then,  that  Trafalgar  has 

come  through  its  worst 
Certainly.  Kaverner.  as 

Europe's  biggest  shipbuilder, 
would  find  a   great  deal  of 
value  in  the  engin peering  div- isions. Moreover,  it  might 

even  be  possible  to  argue  that 
the  cruise  business  could  be  a 
vertical  fit:  although  that  is 

less  likely.  Kvaemer  should 
not  be  under  any  illusions 
either  about  the  investment 
needs  of  Cunard.  which  has 
fallen  behind  P&O  and  other 
in  the  cruising  stakes  in 

recent  years.  Hie  stock  mare ket  already  was  guessing  last 

night  at  how  high  Kvaemer 
might  be  preprared  to  go  to 
acquire  Trafalgar:  certainly  it 
won’t  want  to  be  too  timid 

after  the  loss  of  face  over 
Amec.  Bets  valuing  the  whole 

company,  including  the  pref- erence stock  as  high  as  £1 
billion  already  were  being 
thrown  around  last  night  and 

that  is  before  a   formal  ap- 

proach has  been  made. 

Cautious  Barclays 

MARTIN  Taylor’s  leader- 

ship capacity  as  chief executive  of  Barclays 

has  yet  to  be  tested  in  a   crisis similar  to  that  at  the  turn  of 
this  decade.  But  he  does  have  a 
creative  way  of  thinking  about 

the  way  which  Barclays  does 
business  which  should  serve  it 

in  good  stead. Although  operating  profits 

are  down,  largely  due  to  prob- 
lems in  France  and  other 

businesses  it  hopes  to  dispose 

of  the  before  tax  profits  are 
better  at  £2.1  billion  because  of 

lower  provisions.  Mr  Taylor’s objective  is  to  smooth  the 

cycle  and  reduce  risk,  both  ad- mirable goals.  Partly  be  is 

doing  this  by  re-thinking  what 
the  business  does  and  the  in- terconnections. 

Plainly.  BZW  and  asset  man- agement is  a   key  area  and 
profits  in  this  division  were 

peculiarly  healthy  when  com- pared to  competitors  such  as 
HSBC  which  reported  24-hours 
earlier.  Just  how  cautious  Bar- 

clays has  become  is  empha- 
sised by  the  relatively  modest 

share  buyback,  disclosed  after 
the  results  were  announced, 
which  is  a   sounder  way  of 

spending  money  than  throw- 
ing good  money  after  bad. 

Ulster  plane  jobs  fear  after 
Bombardier  drops  Fokker  bid 

GooHrey  Gibbs 
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company’s  failure  are  being 
investigated  by  the  Serious 

Fraud  Office  and  the  DTI  ad- 
mitted yesterday  that  the  ex- 

tent to  which  it  might  be  able 

to  recover  any  of  the  money 

was  unclear. 
The  internal  report  is  par- 

ticular! v   critical  of  the  way 
officials  raised  no  objection  to 

businessman  Kenneth 

Holmes,  former  chairman  of 

the  South  West  Industrial  De- 
velopment Board,  accepting 

an  invitation  to  join  the  Rom- Data  board  after  advising  on 

rhe  loans. 
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Paul  Murphy 

SPECULATION  that  an- 
other founder  of  satellite 

television  group  BSkyB  might 

be  looking  to  sell  its  share- 
holding raged  again  yester- 

day as  Chargeurs,  the  French 
conglomerate,  announced  it 
was  splitting  in  two. 
Rumours  ran  through  the 

stock  market  at  reports  that 
Chargeurs  was  about  to  issue 
a   statement  Shares  in  BSkyB 

surged  to  420p  at  one  stage  — 
up  27p  —   with  Japanese  elec- 

tronics and  media  group  Sony- 
seen  as  a   likely*  buyer  for  the 
French  company's  17  per  cent holding. 

Later  Chargeurs  said  it 
would  be  demerging  its  televi- 

sion, cinema  and  newspaper 
interests  Into  a   new  company 
—   named  Pa  the  after  a   19th 

century  French  film  pioneer. 

Hie  rump  of  the  group’s  inter- ests. spreading  from  textiles 
to  transport,  will  be  retained 

by  Chargeurs. Shares  In  BSkyB  finally 

settled  at  398'/-p.  up  5‘4p.  but 
rumours  that  a   disposal  of  the 
FYench  holding  was  being 
planned  refused  to  the  down. 
Media  specialists  have  been 
waiting  for  such  a   move  since  i 

last  summer,  when  British 
conglomerate  Pearson,  which 
owns  the  Financial  Times  and 
half  of  Lazard  Brothers  in- 

vestment bank,  cut  its  stake 
from  more  than  10  per  cent  to 
just  under  5   per  cent  through 
a   placing  with  institutional investors. 
There  were  also  sugges- 

tions yesterday  that  Pearson 
might  be  considering  selling 
the  rest  of  its  shares.  The 
other  major  investors  in  the 
satellite  TV  venture  are 

Rupert  Murdoch's  News  Cor- poration. with  40  per  cent, 
and  Granada,  with  just  under 

11  per  cent  BSkyB  itself  had no  comment  on  the  matter. 
The  move  by  Chargeurs 

represents  the  first  major  de- 
merger in  French  corporate 

history.  Mirroring  the  fash- 

ion in  Britain,  with  Hanson's move  to  split  into  four  and 
Thom  EMTs  plans  to  offload 
its  music  and  entertainments 
business.  Chargeurs  said  it 
wanted  to  improve  the  focus of  its  businesses. 

The  17  per  cent  stake  in 
BSkyB  will  be  held  within 
Pathe.  alongside  a   cinema 
chain  spanning  France  and 
Holland,  and  also  a   12  per 
cent  stake  in  the  French 

newspaper.  Liberation. 

Sarah  Ryle 

THE  rising  number  of  teen- 
agers supplementing  pock- 

et money  with  part-time  work 
is  damaging  exam  results,  ac- 

cording to  a   report  published 
yesterday. 

A   study  of  16-  to  18-year- olds  found  that  teenagers 
working  between  six  and  nine hours  a   week,  the  average 
number,  did  25  per  cent  less 
well  than  their  non-working 
peers,  gaining  an  average  two O-level  or  CSE  Grade  I   passes 

against  two  and  a   half.  The research  was  published  by 

the  Institute  for  Fiscal  Stud- 
ies, an  economic  think-tank. 

The  proportion  of  16-  to  18- 
year-olds  in  full-time  educa- tion managing  part-time  jobs 

rose  to  59  per  cent  in  1988-91 
compared  to  40  per  cent  in 

1968-71. 
The  authors  found,  how- 

ever. that  part-time  work  did 
not  affect  wage  levels  later  on 
In  life.  They  used  the 
National  Child  Development 

Study  (NCDSi  which  tracked 
the  progress  of  4,000  people 
bom  in  1958  at  16.  23  and  33. 

There  was  also  little  evi- dence to  suggest  that  family 
wealth  put  financial  pressure 
on  children  to  go  out  to  work 
while  still  at  school.  Using 
data  from  the  annual  Family 
Expenditure  Survey,  the 

study  showed  that  the  chil- dren  of  unemployed  parents 
were  less  Ukely  to  work  part- 
time  while  at  school  than 
other  children. 

Part-time  jobs  could  bring 
advantages  in  terms  of  work 

experience,  the  authors 

suggested. 
Earning  and  Learning,  Fiscal 
Studies  February  1396.  1FS.  7 
Rid g mount  Street,  London nciE. 

Claire  Trevena  In  Toronto 

UP  to  L500  workers  at 
Northern  Ireland's  Short Brothers  could  be  laid  off 

following  the  decision  by  the 
Canadian  firm.  Bombardier, 

not  to’bid  for  the  Dutch  air- 
plane manufacturer.  Fokker. 

A   sixth  of  the  Shorts  work- force constructs  wings  for  the 
F70  and  FIDO  series.  And 
while  Bombardier.  Shorts 
parent  company,  hopes  the 
programme  to  build  those 
planes  can  continue  it  has 
given  notice  of  the  lay-offs. 
"We  are  still  hoping  the 

Fokker  programme  can  con- 
tinue for  some  time.”  said Bombardier  company  spokes- 

man Michel  Lord.  “We  have orders  for  aircraft  and  if  they 
can  continue  delivering  air- craft we  can  continue  produc- 

ing the  wings." 

Bombardier  said  if  demand 
for  those  stops,  there  will  be 
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redundancies  and  the  poss- 
ible relocation  of  some  of  the 

employees.  Last  night  Shorts 

simply  said  it  was  maintain- 

ing contact  with  Fokker’s 
administrator. 

Until  recently  it  looked  as 

though  Bombardier  would  be 
fighting  the  South  Korean company  Samsung  Corp  for 
Fokker.  As  Dutch  industrial- ists called  for  fresh  state 
loans  and  domestic  banking 

support  Fokker  last  night  in- sisted it  could  still  go  it  alone 

as  a   profitable  concern. 
The  Canadian  company,  an- 

nouncing its  last-minute  pull 

out  said  the  prospect  of  buy- 
ing Fokker  was  too  risky. “It  had  nothing  to  do  with 

government  support  that  was 
not  an  issue."  said  Mr  Lord. “We  did  an  evaluation  of  the 

company,  its  assets  opera- tions and  programmes  and 

found  that  it  was  too  risky.” 
He  said  Bombardier's  deci- 

sion was  final. 
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SEVERAL  top  20  build- 

ing societi
es  

are poised  to  follow  <be 

Nationwid
e 

'   and.  cut. 

0.5  per  cent  off  their  borrow- 

ing rates,  following 
 
a 'dutch  of financial

  
results  showing 

strong  profits  growth  despite a   weak  housing  market 

Nationw
ide,  

Britain’s
 

second  largest  building-  soci-‘ ety,  last  week  announce
d 

plans  to  slash  the  cost  of  bor- rowingtoa
  
3Q-yearlo

wof639 

percent 
The  defensive  move  was 

taken  as  part  of  Nationwide’s 
straggle  to  remain  a   cus- 

tomer-owned mutual  organi- sation, rather  than  be  forced 

to  follow  the  Halifax,  Wool- wich and  Alliance  &   Leicester 

and  convert  to  being  a   pub- 

licly owned  bank. 
The  Sktpton  Building  Soci- 

ety, which  yesterday  reported 

a   56  per  cent  rise  In  pre-tax 
profits  to  £27  million  last  year 
said  it  would  announce  a   drop 

in  Its  mortgage  rate  within 
.   Thames  Water  yesterday  received  an  award  for  its  seven-year  programme  to  clean  up  the  River  Thames,  now  the  -world’s  cleanest  seven  days.  -   . 
river.  The  project  cost  £550  million.  The  award  was  given  by  the  National  Rivers  Authority  and  other  groups  photograph  garry  wsaser  The  Coventry,  which  in- 

Clear  blue . . 
metropolitan 

The  Coventry,  which'  in- 
creased its  mortgage  lending 

by  6   per  cent  to  £476  million 
Iasi  year,  said  it  will  shortly 
announce  a   membership  give- 

away bonus  scheme  —   proba- 
bly by  reducing  foe  cost  of 

'borrowing. 

.The  Chelsea,  which  posted 

an  8   per  cent  Use  in  profits  to 

£28  million:,  indicated  it would  wait  for  rates  to  settle 
before  felling  into  line. 

The  Bradford  &   Bingley. 

Britain’s  fifth-  biggest  build- 
ing society  set  the  ball  rolling when  irrecentiy  announced  a 

£50  million  package  of  bene- 
fits to  members,  including 

lower  mortgage  rates.  It 
repented  a   10  per  cent  in- 

crease in'  profits  to  £111-8 
million. 
-   BBS  building  ' society  ana- 

lyst Rob  Thomas  warned: 
“These  results  show  that  a 

number  of  medium-sized 
building  societies  have  a   solid 

base  from  which  to  begin  cut- 

I   ting  margins  in  fSvour  of  cus- tomers, which  will  bit  the banks  hard  if  they  are  forced 

to  follow.” 

But  the  think-tank  Demos 

urged  that -building  society 
members  should  be  allowed  to 

allocate  a   tenth  of  their1*  con- 
version” windfalls  to  a   com- 

munity endowment  fond  that 

would  benefit  
housing  pro- 

jSrts  and  charitabl
e  schemes. 

David  Shutt,  aut
hor  of  a 

report  published  t
oday,  said 

STschSte  would  b
e  m   tune 

with  the  original  a
ims  of  the 

former  mutuals,  wh
ich  couW 

maintain  their  role
  by  liter- ally “building  society . 

The  windfalls  gaptfate
dltf 

the  conversion  of  t
he  Wool- 

wich, National  &   Provincial.
 

Halifax  and  Allia
nce  & 

Leicester  to  public  comp
anies 

would  amount  to  £15  bi
llion, he  said.  The  proposed  fond

 

could  be  as  much 
 as  £2 

billion. 
 

- 

He  warned  that  the  race  f
or societies  to  become  pics 

would  continue  and  it  mad
e 

sense  for  a   movement  which
 

was  created  for  the  good  of  its 

community  to  invite  
wein- bers  to  "lake  a   return  contri- bution. 

John  Caine,  director  of  cor- porate affairs  at  the  Alliance 

&   Leicester,  dismissed  the 

proposals. 
He  said  that  Demos  was  act- 

ing too  late  and  Alliance 
members  will  choose  to  take 
£ U   of  their  windfall,  adding, 
“people  love  mutuality,  but 
not  as  orach  as  a   cheque  for 

£600”. 

Get  Britain  on  the  other  ^     — —   Wimpey  bets 
on side  to  win  in  Brussels 

Workface/UK  trade  unions  find  way  to 

gain  support  on  the  European  stage. 
Julie  Wolf  and  Seumas  Milne  report 

ONE  fail-safe  way  to  win 
set-piece  battles  in 
Brussels  is  to  make 

sure  the  British  government 

is  on  the  other  side.  This 

month’s  decision  by  the  Euro- 
pean Commission  to  scrap 

plans  —   which  would  have 
watered  down  worker  protec- 

tion when  jobs  are  contracted 

out  —   is  a   prime  example.  It 
also  shows  how  British  trade 

unions  are  fighting,  and  often 
winning,  domestic  scraps  on 
the  European  stage. 

The  focus  of  the  contra- 1 
ve rev  was  the  bureaucratic- 1 
sounding  1977  ED  Acquired 

Rights  Directive,  which  guar- 
antees that  workers  keep  the 

same  wages  and  conditions 
when  they  are  transferred  to 
a   new  employer.  It  also 
requires  employers  to  deal 
with  worker  representatives 
during  transfers,  bolstering 

the  position  of  trade  unions. 
Known  in  Britain  as  Tupe 

—   Transfer  of  Undertakings 
(Protection  of  Employment) 

—   the  legislation  has  been 
successfully  used  by  unions 

to  challenge  the  British  gov- 

ernment’s attempts  to  drive 
down  costs  in  the  public  sec- 

tor by  contracting-out  and 
market-testing.  And  the 
courts  in  both  Britain  and  EU 
have  upheld  compensation 

claims  by  public-sector  work- 
ers forced  to  choose  between 

cuts  in  wages  and  benefits  or 
redundancy  when  their  jobs 

were  privatised. 
The  British  government 

has  been  man oeuvertng  to  get 
the  European  legislation 

changed.  Initially,  it  found  al- 
lies among  other  EU  govern- 

ments —   and  even  within  the 

Commission  —   to  exempt  cer- 

tain types  of  contracting-out 
from  Tupe  protection. 

This  support  reflected  con- 
cern, especially  in  France  and 

Germany,  that  the  European 

Court  of  Justice  was  inter- 
preting the  legislation  too 

broadly.  In  a   surprise  ruling 

in  April  1994,  the  court  said 

Tupe  applied  to  contracted- 
out  services  even  if  just  one 
worker  is  involved. 

SOCIAL  Affhirs  Commis- 
sioner Padraig  Flynn’s response  was  to  propose 

restricting  Tupe  to  the  trans- 

fer of  "an  economic  entity 

that  retains  its  identity”.  This 
would  have  meant,  for  exam- 

ple, that  workers  transferred 

without  any  equipment  or 

machinery  would  not  have 
been  covered.  Ignoring  warm 
words  from  the  Commission 

British  unions  got  to  work  to 
sink  the  plan. 

The  job  was  made  immea- 
surably easier  by  the  British 

government's  isolated  posi- tion in  the  EU  on  social 

issues.  Given  its  repeated 
efforts  to  block  adoption  of 
EU  labour  legislation  and  the 

opt-out  from  the  Maastricht 
Treaty's  social  chapter,  other 
EU  countries  are  reluctant  to 
offer  Britain  any  favours. 

The  Trades  Union  Con- 
gress. working  through  the 

[   European  TUC,  lobbied  exten- sively against  the  CotnmLs- 
.   sion’s  proposed  change.  The 
I   campaign  won  support  not 

just  from. the  TUC’s  socialist allies,  but  also  Christian 
Democratic  politicians. 

At  the  European  Parlia-. 
merit.  Stephen  Hughes, 
Labour  MEP  for  Durham  and 
chairman  of  the  Social  Affairs 

Committee  —   strongly  backed 

up  by  the  GMB  general  union 
—   mobilised  opposition  to  the 

Commission’s  proposed 
amendment.  By  getting  the 

Christian  Democratic  Euro- 

pean People's  Party  on  board. 
Mr  Hughes  and  the  unions  en- sured overwhelming  support 
for  a   resolution  calling  on  the 

Commission  not  to  under- 
mine the  1977  legislation. 

Faced  with  this  onslaught  Mr 

Flynn  fell  on  his  sword. 

Unice.  the  European  em- 
ployers’ federation,  which 

had  pressed  for  the  change, 
was  furious,  while  John 

Monks.  TUC  general  secre- 

tary, said  it  "exposed  the  fal- 
lacy of  the  British  govern- 

ment’s assertion  that  in  the 
social  field  the  argument  in 

Europe  is  going  its  wav".  A Commission  official  blames 

the  British  government's  ne- 
gotiating tactics  for  alienat- 

ing potential  support 
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Life  growth  makes 
insurer  GA  hopeful 
GENERAL  Accident  the  Perth-based  insurer,  yesterday 

reported  a   bare  increase  tn  profit  from  its  Insurance  opera- 
tions. Pre-tax  profits  rose  by  11  per  cent  to  £569  million,  but 

only  because  of  higher  gains  on  the  sale  of  investments.  The 
group  is  proposing  a   7   per  cent  increase  in  the  dividend  and 
chief  executive  Bob  Scott  was  confident  about  1996,  partly 
because  of  foe  growing  life  insurance  operations. 

GA  has  just  acquired  Provident  Mutual  to  expand  its  pen- 

sions activities.  Last  year,  the  group's  life  business  earned 
premiums  of  just  £1.5  billion,  compared  with  £4.4  billion  in 
general  insurance.  The  UK  remained  the  only  territory  to 

record  a   profit  on  insurance  underwriting. — Roger  Come 

Shotts  workers  fight  on 
WnRKRRR  at-tha  fhrmmms  Engine  Company  plant  art  Shntte, 

Lanarkshire,  yesterday  unanimously  rejected  closure  plans 

which  threaten  700  jobs.  They  promised  a   “wide-ranging  cam- 
paign" uniting  Scottish  poUhrians  and  trade  unionists  pledged  to 

reverse  the  closure  decision  announced  a   week  ago.  The  workers’ stance  sets  them  on  course  far  conflict  with  their  American 

employers  who  want  to  dose  Shotts  as  part  of  plans  to  slim  their 
international  27,000  workforce  by 2,000. 

The  Indiana-based  company  employs  5^)00  tn  Britain.  A   mass 

meeting  at  the^ 40-year-old  plant  condmnned  the  company’s  "lack 
erf consultation  and  consideration”  and  its  failure  to  explore 
alternatives  to  closure.  Workers  called  on  foe  engineering  union 

AEEU,  which  has 500 members  at  Shotts,  to  ballot  on  industrial 
action.  —   Marty  nHalsall 

Telegraph  profits  hit 
THE  Telegraph,  the  national  newspaper  group  headed  by  Conrad 
Black,  has  been  hit  hard  by  rising  newsprint  costs  and  the  price/ 
circulation  war.  Profits  for  1996  fell  by  almost  £10  mfllionto 

£35.5  million.  But  Mr  Black  was  optimistic  about  the  future  after  a 
very  difficult  year.  He  said:  T996  was  a   year  of  unrelenting 
challenge  for  the  Telegraph.  But  at  foe  end  of  it,  the  company 

emerged  fitter  and  stronger." The  company  said  newsprint  prices  and  magazine  paper  costs 
in  foe  last  quarter  of 1895  were  50  per  cent  higher  than  a   year 

before.  Overall.  1995 newsprint  costs  rose  £12  miUkm-  The  rises 
came  as  newspapers  rema  infid  locked  in  a   price  war  unleashed  by 

Rupert  Murdoch's  News  International  titles  in  1993.  However,  the 
Daily1 Telegraph  increased  its  cover  price  by  lOp  last  year  to  its current  40p. 

Taxman  raids  German  bank 
COMMERZBANK'S  Frankfurt  headquarters  and  branches  in 
three  other  cities  were  raided  yesterday  by  tax  authorities  look- 

ing for  evidence  that  the  bank  helped  customers  shift  funds  to 
avoid  paying  taxes.  Rainer  Schillto&  chief  prosecutor  for  the 

Frankfurt  prosecutor's  affine,  said  that  transfers  to  Luxembourg, 
Gibraltar  and  Switzerland  are  foe  subject  of  foe  investigation. 
More  than  200  investigators  took  part  in  foe  surprise  raid, 

which  started  at  9am  and.  continued  throughout  the  day .   “We 
don't  think  any  of  our  employees  are  guilty,”  said  Dennis  Phillips, 
a   Commerzbank  spokesman.  “If  a   diml  wants  to  shift  money ,   we 
don't  ask  them  if  they’ve  reported  it  to  tax  authorities.  It’s  up  to 

the  client'’ 

400  meat  Jobs  to  go 
AROUND  400  Harris  meat  workers  are  expected  to  lose  their  jobs 

when  one  of  foe  country’s  largest  producers  of  bacon  and  sau- 
sages closes  a   220-year-old  factory  at  Ipswich,  Suffolk.  Dairy 

group  Unigate  has  agreed  in  principle  to  buy  foe  entire  Harris . . 
operation,  but  this  will  not  save  foe  IpswichJbctory.  Negotiations 
on  redundancies  are  taking  place  with  unions. 

The  closure  follows  a   general  decline  in  foe  popularity  of  meat 

in  recent  years — fuelled  partly  by  concerns  about  health.  Pig 
farmers  have  also  complained  about  rival  producers  in  other 
European  countries  receiving  unfeir  subsidies  from  their 

governments. 

Sabena  chief  appointed 
SWISSAIR  yesterday  consolidated  its  control  over  Sabena  when  a 
senior  official  of  foe  airline  was  named  as  chief  executive  officer 

at  Belgium's  troubled  national  carrier.  Paul  Reutlingar,  who 
moves  from  Swissair  to  take  the  helm  at  Sabena.  said  he  was 

ready  to  take  cm  competition  from  Richanl  Branson’s  Virgin Atlantic  Airlines,  which  is  considering  taking  a   controlling  stake 

in  Euro  Belgian  Airlines,  a   small  operator  that  runs  low-cost 

flights. 
His  appointment  followed  foe  resignation  of  Pierre  Godfroidas 

chiefexecutive  and  chairman.  A   Belgian  Christian  Democrat  Jan 
Huygbebaert.  was  named  as  board  chairman  The  changBS  are 
aimed  at  breaking  the  deadlock  between  Sabena  management  and 
trade  unions  over  oost-cutting  moves  demanded  by  Swissair. 
Sabena  announced  that  nrt  losses  narrowed  to  £1L8  minion 

last  year  from  £27.2mlllign  in  1984.—  JuUeWolfinBrussels 

$1 0.8bn  cable  deal 
THE  US  West  Media  Group  is  buying  Continental  CabJevzstoa  In 
a   $10.8  ballon  tteaL  The  takeover  wffl  make  US  West  the  third 

largest  cable  operator  after  TalfrCommuntotlans  Inc  and  Time 

Warns'  and  will  give  it 4.7  million  cable  subscribers.  The  acquisi- 
tton  is  foe  largest  to  the  cabte  industry  since  the  telecommunica- 

tions bm  passed  earUer  this  nKm&  and  analysts  believe  it  cooH start  a   wave  of  mergers. 

One  US  analyst  said  It  was  in  line  with  recent  cable  deals  with 
US  West  paying  around  $2^00  per  subscriber.  US  West  is  paying 
S3  billion  in  stock  and  cash  and  assuming  another  SS£biIlkto  in 

debt  and  other  obligations.  US  West  has 500,000 cable  TV  subscrib- 
ers and  has  a   25  percent  Interest  in  Time  Warner  Entertainment 

which  has  cable  systems.  Home  Bos  Office  and  Warner  Brothers 
films. 

house  building  revival 
Outlook Tony  May 

ITS  AN  old  tone  now:  the 
housing  market  is  poised to  recover.  For  the  past 

six  years  the  ball  ding  in- 
dustry has  Intoned  that '‘this  could  be  the  year  the 

Industry  bounces  back’*. 
And  each  hope  has  been 

dashed. One  man,  Joe  Dwyer; 
chairman  of  Wimpey.  has 

placed  a   huge  bet  on  things 
coming  right  in  1996-  He 

has  doubled  his  group’s  ex- posure to  housebuilding, 

by  swapping  his  construc- 
tion business  for  Tarmac’s housebuilding  division  in  a 

£600  million  deal. 

If  he  Is  right,  he  will  be- come a   figure  of  legend  in the  industry  and  enjoy  a 

gold-plated  fixture,  as  Brit- ain’s master  housebuilder. 
Failure  could  lead  to  a   gold- 
plated  corporate  exit. 

The  company  will  now  he 

the  UK’s  biggest  ever  hou- sebuilder. It  will  be  twice 

the  size  of  its  rivals.  Bar- ' ratt  and  Beazer  —   and  will 
eclipse  Sir  Lawrie  Barratfs 
Barra tt  Developments  of 
the  late  1970s  and  Eric 
Fountain’s  Tarmac  of  1988. 
It  will  build  more  than  i 

14,000  homes  across  the world  and  have  almost  10 
per  cent  of  the  UK  market. 

The  group  is  expected  to sack  100,  or  maybe  200 
staff,  in  the  next  18  months. 

It  has  taken  on  2,000  ex- 
Tarmac  employees  and  ad- justment is  inevitable. 
After  that,  it  should  be  in  a 

position  to  grind  out  the 

profits. 

But  Wimpey  needs  a 

recovery  in  housing  de- 
mand. It  also  needs  to  con- vince doubters  in  the  City 

that  it  has  the  quality  of 

management  to  handle 
such  a   massive  business  ef- fectively —   especially  as  It 

has  less  than  three  years’ worth  of  land  on  Its  books 

and  will  be  much  the  big- 
gest land  buyer  in  the  UK. 

The  group  will  be  keen  to balance  its  cash  inflow 
from  house  sales  against 
the  huge  expenditure 
needed  for  the  land  bank. 

Historically,  it  baa*  done well.  In  Its  110-year  history 
tt  has  only  asked  the  City 

tor  cash  once.  What  trou- 
bles the  Square  Mfle  is  that 

that  cash  call,  for  £104  mil- 
lion, faTnp  only  last  June  — 

and  the  man  asking  for  the 
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money  was  Mr  Dwyer.  Nat- urally, Wimpey  will  not  be drawn  on  any  plans  it 

might  have  to  raise  cash. 
There  is  little  pressure  on 
the  balance  sheet,  but  over 
foe  past  year  group  debt 
leaped  from  £34.5  million to  £165  million,  giving  a 

debt-equity  ratio  of  33  per 

cent  up  from  7   per  cent. 
David  Kflbcmrn,  an  ana- lyst at  Panmure  Gordon  & 

Co,  was  sceptical  about  the match  between  foe  Tarmac 
and  Wimpey.  businesses, 

and  questioned  Wimpey’ s ability  to  fund  the  large- scale  land  acquisitions. 
So  what  does  Mr  Dwyer 

say?  A   year  ago  he  said house  sales  for  foe  first  two 
months  of  1995  were  down, 

but  he  expected  sales  to 

pick  up  In  foe  second  half of  foe  year.  Yesterday  he 
looked  back  at  a   year  in 
•which  operating  profits 

from  homes  fell  from 

£43.1  million  to  £24.9  mil- lion. Not  much  of  a   return 
on  £408.8  million  of  assets 

employed. 
He  explained  that  the 

Wimpey  Homes  division had  struggled  in  the  face  of a   lack  of  price  inflation, 

fierce  competitiveness,  dis- 
counting and  reduced  com- 

pletions and  margins. 
This  year  Mr  Dwyer  aims 

to  complete  between  12,000 

and  13,000  private  develop- ment homes  and  around 

1,300  units  of  social  hous- 
ing in  foe  UK,  as  well  as more  than  1,500  -homes  in 

the  US  and  sales  of  around 

600  plots  in  Australia. 

But  the  outlook?  “The early  results  for  January 
and  February  from  all  our 
businesses  give  us  cautious 
optimism  for  foe  rest  of  foe 
year.”  He  expects  low  infla- 

tion, low  and  “probably" foiling  interest  rates  and 
steady  economic  growth. 
He  had  better  be  right. 

Creditors  throw  Vulkan  a   cash  lifeline 

-   -   —   •-   (   haU-  Last  week,  Germany’s  |   told  their  wages  we 
lan  Traynor  in  Bremen 

THE  German  government 
yesterday  announced  lim- ited remedial  treatment  for 

ailing  shipbuilding  group 

Bremer  Vulkan.  despite  sig- 

nals that  the  group’s  illness 
may  be  terminal 

Following  talks  with  com- 
pany management  and  local 

politicians,  the  federal  eco- nomics minister,  G further 

Rexrodi.  said  that  Vulkan's 
creditors  had  came  up  with  a 

fresh  infusion  of  funds  for  the 
debt-ridden  giant,  enough  to 

keep  operations  going  for  two months. 

“The  government  can’t 
guarantee  it,  but  it  looks  like 
we've  won  a   bit  of  time  for 

structural  and  conceptual 

changes  at  Vulkan,”  Mr  Rex- 
rodt  said  to  Bremen’s  city 

biggest  shipbuilding  firm  de- clared itself  insolvent  and 
filed  for  protectum  from  its 

creditors,  while  an  indepen- dent audit  made  public  on 

Monday  found  that  the  firm’s 
former  management  had  mis- used. more  than  £320  million 
in  subsidies  that  were  ear- 

marked for  two  yards  hi  east Germany. 

Mr  Rexrodt  said  the  two 

yards,  confronted  by  a   liquid- 1 
ity  crisis  that  must  be 
averted,  were  to  be  separated 

from  the  parent  group  to  pre- 1 

vent  further  abuses.  i 
Vulkan’s  banks  have  I 

agreed  to  plough  to  another 
£36  minion  over  the  next 
eight  weeks,  said  Ulrich 

NhOe,  deputy  head  of  the  Bre- 

men government 
Anxious  Vulkan  employees 

at  the  Bremen  docks  were 

told  their  wages  were  secure 
for  the  next  three  months 

The  last  few  days  of  hectic  ne- 

gotiations over  Vulkan's  fate, with  23,000  jobs  at  stake,  had 
resulted,  according  to  local 

business  sources,  in  agree- ment  to  break  up  the  group, 

let  parts  go  bankrupt  and seek  to  revive  what  could  be 
salvaged. 

Mr  Rexrodt  said  he  hoped 
to  see  a   new  company  rise 

from  the  ashes,  possibly  “in 

partnership”  with  other  un- named firms. 
European  Union  trade  offi- cials have  been  fiercely  criti- 

cal of  the  Vulkan  manage- 
ment because  of  the subsidies'  abuse.  Mr  Rexrodt 

said  talks  to  Brussels  today 
should  bring  a   “positive 
result"  in  supporting  “contin- ued shipbuilding  on  the  [Bre- 

men’s] River  Weser". 

HALF  of  all  deaths  are  from  heart  and 
CIRCULATORY  DISEASE.  HELP  US  FIGHT 

BRITAIN'S  No  1   KILLER.  CALL  0990  200  656. 
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Racing 

Dove  favourite  to 
pass  Ain  tree  test 
Kan  Oliver 

EXTRA  DOVE,  who 

[failed  by  a   short 

I   head  to  Sunley  Bay 

at  Newbury  earlier 

this  month  when  bidding  for 

his  eighth  consecutive  vic- 

tory. is  9-2  favourite  with 

Hill's  for  Saturday's  Great Yorkshire  Chase  at 
Doncaster. 

Simon  Earle,  in  bis  first  full 

season  as  a   trainer,  hag  done 

really  well  with  the  nine-year- 
old,  who  has  progressed,  up 

the  handicap  ratings  with  his 
seven  wins. 

Earle  has  not  ruled  out  a 

tilt  at  Ain  tree,  but  only  if  Dex- 

tra  Dove  does  well  on  Satur- 

day, explaining:  “This  is  the 
big  test  for  him.  It  will  tell  us 

whether  he  is  good  enough  to 
have  a   tilt  at  the  National. 

“1  could  not  be  more 

pleased  with  him.  He  is  in  tre- 

mendous form  and  that  New- 

bury run  was  his  first  for 

nearly  three  months.  He  has 

come  on  really  well  since." 
David  Loder.  the  Newmar- 

ket trainer,  has  signed  up  ap- 

prentice Patrick  McCabe  to 

join  his  high-powered  jockey 

team. 

Loder  already  has  Patrick's 
older  brother,1  David,  on  his books.  David,  23.  is  being 
groomed  for  the  apprentice 
title,  while  the  reigning 
champion  jockey  Frankie  Det- 

tori is  the  yard’s  number  one, with  Richard  Hughes  acting 
as  his  back-up. 

Patrick,  who  was  21  on 

Monday,  is  rated  as  good  as 
his  brother  by  many  experts 

and  has  ridden  63  winners,  in- 

cluding the  last  two  Portland 

Handicaps  on  Hello  Mister. 

While  sponsors  are  pulling 

out  of  racing.  Juddxnonte 

Farms,  the  stud  owned  by 

Khalid  Abdulla,  yesterday  de- 

nied reports  that  it  was  can- 
celling its  support  for  the 

group  one  International Stakes  at  York. 

John  Smith,  manager  and 

clerk  of  the  course  at  York, 

said:  “Our  contract  with 

Juddmonte  Farms,  as  was  an- 
nounced last  year,  officially 

ended  after  the  running  of  the 

1995  race.  However,  whilst  we 

continue  our  search  for  a   new 

sponsor.  Juddmonte  Farms 
has  very  generously  agreed  to 
continue  for  one  more  year, 
for  which  we  are  extremely 

grateful.” 

Philip  Mitchell,  general 
manager  of  Juddmonte 
Farms,  said:  “We  have  always had  an  excellent  relationship 
with  York  and  are  very 
pleased  to  continue  for  one 

more  year." 

With  overnight  frost  fore- 
cast, Nottingham  (7.30)  and 

Taunton  (8.00)  make  inspec- tions this  morning. 

No  problems  are  antici- pated at  Wetherby  where 
Miss  Optimist  (2.50)  holds  a 
first  rate  chance  in  the 
Hoechst  Panacur  Novice 
Hurdle. 

David  Nicholson’s  six-year- 
old  ploughed  through  the 
mud  at  Hereford  earlier  this 
month  to  beat  Miss  Brecknell 

by  15  lengths  and  this  pro- 
gressive mare  should  follow 

up  here. Mark  Johnston’s  useful  flat 

performer  Celestial  Key 

(3.50)  is  expected  to  make  a 

winning  jumping  debut  in  the novice  hurdle. 

Wetherby  with  guide  to  recent  form 

Rough  and  tumble . . .   Oxford’s  Cope  (foreground)  comes  out  ahead  of  Cambridge's  Harding  in  yesterday's  96th  University 
hockey  match,  at  Reading.  The  Dark  Blues  won  4-1,  their  sixth  successive  victory  in  the  fixture  photograph:  frank  baron 

Taunton  runners  and  riders 

Boxing 

Schuiz camp  to 

sue  IBF 

AXEL  SCHULZ'S  man- 

ager is  to  sue  the  In- 

ternational Boxing 

Federation
  

over  its  decision 

to  deny  the  German  an  im- mediate rematc
h  
with 

Frans  Botha.  The  South 

African  heavyweigh
t  

tested 

positive  for  steroids  after 

defeating 
 
Schulz  In  a   title 

bout  in  December.
 

Wilfiried  Sauerland  said 
he  would  file  suit  in  New 

Jersey  and  declared:  “My lawyers  expect  the  IBF  to 
be  knocked  out  in  court  in 

the  first  round." 

On  Saturday  the  IBF,  fin- 

ing Botha  £33,000,  decided that  he  could  keep  his 

crown  but  ordered  him  to 

give  Schulz  a   rematch 

within  180  days.  The  win- ner was  then  to  fight 
Michael  Moorer. 

On  Monday,  however,  the 

IBF  said  an  agreement 

bound  the  December  win- ner to  fight  Moorer  by  Jane 

9.  It  ruled  that  Botha,  as 

champion,  must  fight  the 
American  first,  leading 

Schulz's  camp  to  move  to 

have  Botha  disqualified. 

1J»  MnnmUno  Dm*t 

ajio  Panaoa  Boy 

mo  mss  optimist  ti«p) 

Bctore  Good  ta  reft.  *   Drewtaa  Mbfcare. 

1 .50  mcxminrAiTE»unic«p  wrote  «   no**  cajozo 

i   Eivio  jMxmrre(4«)(p)Mnwnmier6-CN)     c 

m 
CFO-540  HKM  GRADE  (IB)  (0}  UBS  S   Wilton  B-l  V-5   H Jefanaoa (3) 
S-6M40  TRUMP (11) (D) CParter  7-1 V3           D   Prefer  (3) 
swan  BRANUEBERKY  (14)  (CIHlsSSniHtl  7-10-12   H   Quart 

64-7122  UMCUEKEBlVdnJONaHI  8-10-11   N   Dwyer* 
10-1130  MOONSIHHEDAIIC8l(81)(CD)  Ur*  M   Rwttey  6-10-11   J>Mwn 
4-PKOD  FLATTOP  (11)  II  w   Emurty  5-10-7   

0-F12*  RYGCnOSSnc  (4«)  (WITEamby  6-10-7   
mmb  HUKTDtr  mm  (i  i)  j   uaera  s-iw 

6 
7 
8 
• 
10  FCP-6PS  NORTHERN  S0UHB(  I   ilBRJ-Mtorsoii 8-1D-0   ADobfato 

TOP  FORM  TVSi  Thong  B,  Uaato  Kaaay  7,  Martara*  Haaaea  9 

Dttrtnr  >1  Maomnma  Dnw  4-1  Humm"  Heaven.  5-1  uncia  Kaa^p.6-1  Jakmio.Tiunp.8-1  Flu  Top. 
KM  Northern  Squirt  10  iianrea 

RMU  QUIDS  -   JALCANTOc  Brief  eflort  4   out,  soon  ra  extra.  uaU-boawn  12th  ol  15  flnttters  to  Tianpkl 
fNewcjmieJrofl.  Gdl 

TRUMP:  Lost  touch  bom  neihra*.  around  SB  130t  lo  Tumpoia  iNeacaaPa  2m4L  &8J. 
UNCLE  KEENVi  Promaani  until  outpaced  bout  2   ora.  IS  2nd  ol  7   Roisters  to  Sana  'Comma  hi  novice 
event  ikotwCmSB.  Sill 

HUNTERS*  HEAVEN:  Willed  *Wi.  triton  5 out  challenged  last  gnu  oMpaatd  dose  home.  H   2nd  oM8 
biuneis  U   Aim  Wijins  (Warm*  J mOt.  Gdl. 

2.20  UCKUMOIUU  NOVWS  CMASS  am  1 10|Na  ca8» 

1   OP-2851  PARSONS  BOY  {1S)Qnctentt  7-1 H10   ADebbto 
3   345-1-06  MANOR  COURT  (15)  D   Lamb  8-11-4         A1 

(MP3  DVurntEcomdO(iajjCurtta6-u-4 

SUDGOFWLL  J   O'Neill  7-1 V-4 

JEDwyar 

TOP  FORM  TVS:  Pareoaa  Boy  9.Mrear  Court  7 

Battfap  1-2  Pareote  Boy.  9-2  OverTte  Corns,  S-t  Manor  Court.  6-1  SMaoMI.  4nmm 

RNWOUHIE -PARSOaiS  BOV;  Soon  pronaflaal,  lad  eeai  teviLin  CMttflaa  H   bya.  taitt  MANOR  COURT 
nee  Tibi.  eOorl  1S!h.  nrvor  reacted  lenders.*  IdrSire  1SB  back  m   6W  IKaiyo  3nnl.Snj. 
over  THE  comae  oatengad  (remliafliaiyiiM*  no  e*n  bom Soul,  TSfl  3rd  a 7   fmwteis  ta  Bo SUy 
iSeageteU  3a3l.  Gdl 

PtK-631  HEADOWBURN  (35)  W   Raed  B-11-0 
10-831  MISS  OFTNMSTflB)  D   NchokocL-U-O  . 

Jt  Jetoreon  (3) 

.   0   ADOMGTOM SHARRAGH (18) G Rtdarffi, 5-KW   —   ADaMto 
4   5*3?M1  BLACK  MAGIC  WOMAN  (111)  J   Heteoi  8-lW   JTa|tar(T> 

5   5   CLAIRAItRL  [43)  J   Char toa  5-10-7       B   Storey 
•   1-  DAISY  BATS  (349)  J   toward  Johnson  B-1W   _ — PCatfeny 
7   a.V-42  DERRY'S  OBIOHT  (35)  TEtoarmgiialMO-7       LWyar 
B   EM  MDOY BY1B3I (11) lift S Snv Ot 6- K>-7       -HCkrert 
B   0-15  HENRIETTA  HOWARD  (84}  Mrs  D   Hama  B-HW          .-.QHoa-np) 

10  MERRY  MOKLLG  (31)  E   OrtHt  B-W-7  ._   --     HOreto 
IT  PB  MILUElVEU 738} Nr* S BcarnNJ 7-10-7   MrHWhabeK) 
13  0-08  HUT LE MOSS (1t)fl  Ecklay  7-W-7     —   PMcUnyfn 

13  00-*0  OLD  EETSY  (74)  Mrs  S   SoK*  6-W-7   —   LUaMhO) 
14  DO  ON  THE  HOVE  (14)  J   Turner  5-10-7   —   W*Y 
IB  W40U4  PASJA (4B| S GoMnp S-10-7       HON* (3) 
IB  04  SHART APPROACH (4) Uraunmalai 8-10-7   PHkaa 

IT  00-35  TELUCHEHHY (47)  Utaa  H   KnIQN 7-'H)-7   JPTRta* 
10  C   THE KIUAIJOE RUR (83) (BF) J   JNIeraoa 5-10-7   HDatyar 

10  04. C   TWABLADEfSB) F Murphy  5-JD-7   Ntatar 

TOP  FOMI  TVSi  Htea  OplUit  B,  NawMta  Howard  7,  Oany*a  DaBgM  8 

BaWaBi  6-1  Usa  Onbmol  6-1  Uor>>  NcaUa.  Derry  a   DeHgM,  UsadOWBom.  8-1  Daoy  Days.  10-1 
TriKheiry.  Tno  KtHaiw  Rub  IBiuaoera 

RDM  QUtOH  -   USS  OPIHUST!  Hnld  up.  anv»«i  proipaBa  to  lead  Nfl  aid.  ttaal  U«a  BieomeH  151 

NUU^nfBUM^ron  sbongiy  to  teal  DEARYS  DB.IGKT,  awry  dianca  betore  baL  3 R   ISedoeteU
 

HBmm-A  HOWAMk  Held  up.  iKWMy  Ml  MB  flML  5UI  pi  *«wM.UC^^  {TbnW aqSU 
■■lly  LE  aaossi  Promneai  urait  noaan  a»a  m»4nngi3BPonadir»u4  tl.imizn.lq  ftircagga 

n2SSkO®cSod  ipadsn  to  4   oul  weatenad  quietly.  *»  a   to  teatera.  I»  war  BQL  b   Ftaorca
l  Choice 

iCamtiitt  3m'l,  Gdl        

3J20  MELUSLEY  NOVICE  NAHHCAP  CNAB8  Jta>  M^OO 

t   113W  CtaaBWAH  CHAUEW»(J81(CP)T  Enteifey  7-12-d 
— LWyar 

.FMmy _   t-«14H  LORD DOPCNT (14|(D) JCMrton 8-11-3   

3   CAITHNESS  CURE)  (30|  C   FWaf  8-10-0   

4   001-708  OSCAIL  AH  OQEAS{11)Ft4l»pftt  7-W-O  „   _       

5   (SPKW  OUR  MAIN  atAM  (1**)  (“7  « &-1M   

TOP  TOW  UPS;  CMIB— 1 1   flnmal  B,  late  Pwa*  7 

Brtttepi  :-i  L»a  0»wl  2-t  Cumbrian  OulMoa.  7-3  Corthneas  C
tote.  5-1  Oacail  An  Pw»V-l0w 

H»nUan
  nmaam 

FORM  OUDE-eUNBRlAN  CHALUSIGEi  EBort  2   cut  loan  iMten.  newt  atde  U   challenge,  atti  id  5.  bst otar  21 U   Palacaptie  King  tKalao  2m.  SDJ 

LORD  DOKCETi  Loo  appmMKne  bm.  putted  cut  M   Plmtertei  Pace  3t  7   ran  (Asm  2at.  Gd-SIt. 
CAITHMSS  CLOUD:  Chased  ■tainm  from  3   out  so  anpnaNOB.  2nd  ai  4.  not  8L  ta  Just  FrarUe  lAvr  Dm. 

QdJ. 

OUR  HAW  RHUfe  ?w  oM2  bet  atotnd  SO.  B   Pharare  jWediertiy  2m.  Gd-Fm| 

3«50  NORTHERN  ELECTRIC  CfUUBTY  NOWCE  HURDLE  i 
-•LWyar 

i   £3,568 

3-3FI  CUHBR1AH  HHAPSOOV  (14)  T   Efl3leit?y  8-11-8   

00  AUCAT  (SB)  J   CcrtS  5-11-4   J.01fan 
02  HARBAROJA  (13)  J   FitzGerald  5-11-4        II  Dwyer 
0   BAVARD*S  BRIQ  (54)  P   Cteeafcrmigh  6-11-1    R   Supple 
CBJET1AL  KEY  UJodnslon  6-11-1         ADobbta 

OP  CORSTON  JOKER (48) L   Lunsh  5-11-4     TIM 
0   eitOSVBEmnilFUiiiphy 5-11-4          Cottony 
HAH  mQQS U   hbimnond  5-1  V-4   Bteuy 

0-00  IQLLBALLY  BOY  (43>J  Howard  AHmsm  6-11-4     J   FTBWy 
HusEinl  D   Mcbdls  5-1 1-1       -   EUasou 

3-OBD  own  STATED  (35)  P   Cloeebrboa*  8-1V4 

OP  SCOTTON  QREEM  (27)  T   EaxtBittr  5-1 1-4       31 
00  SDJ.V HONEY (14) T E&Herby 5-11-4       .-HOanttf 

4233-00  THURSMY  MONT  (39)  J   FDzGeraU  5-11-4   E   CiBapten  (5) 

OWESTBMOEHERAL  (47)  UbaUMilhBan  5-11-4       JBOUBmn 
R   WHATA  HFFBHNCE  (155)  W   Raw  7-11-4   BOratlMfT) 

P-0Z243  WHATI3DVDUSAY (IS)  BBousluU  8-11-4  _       PNbm 
PPO  wan  BROOK  (20)  UrsSBramD  6-11-4       Hr  K   Wfcefcm  (5) 
6-  DUniAN  DBJQKr  (BIB)  JKaBm  7-10-13   STaylar(7) 
D   DTCHAHTED  COTTAGE  (37)  M   Hammond  ^IM   NFDstm 

ONENOO WHO  (37)  OHiCtekan  4-0-8     —   R   Jakarta  (1) 

1 
X 
3 
4 
a 
6 
7 
0 
B 

10 
11 
u 
13 

14 

15 
18 
17 
10 
10 
20 
31 

32  00  mCMUSnE(13)lilnLStf{ta!  4-10-6     -T 
33  OUR  ROBERT  J   FlWiBIlK]    .   -_7LMy  (3) 

34  05  RKHBJEU (IS) PMteter 4-10-8   -     JWSStriars 
25  LATCH  EEY  LADY  R   WoorttauSa  4-1D-3       D   Kjmuu^  (5) 

TOP  roRM  TTPSt  CankHau  Rtopaody  8,  Barteni*  7.  Be  Braau  B 

UN  n-flCekutoi  Key.  6-1  Combnao  Rtepaodr.  8-1  inutiuijaaBY.  Barba mta.  ID-1  Ham  Nfna. KMfli  Bmw  14mn 

POBH  DUDE -CUMBRIAN  RHAPSODY:  Head -By  Sh.  lad  betore  tet.  rldtton  dear,  bt  Bmentelly  by  I#. 13  ran  (SedfleteU  2m  Gd) 

BARBAROJA:  Smktied  npM  2   OUL  Ebons  rut  flat  and  rati  on.  End  01K.  Un  S   ta  Brull  or  Bus.  with  MR 
emsnEdec  lOftl.  Headway  On.  weilaoBd  apprcedwig  3   nm.  Ulster  ISO  bade  in  89i  lUtfcseter  an.  Gd) 
BE  BHAVB  £>arr  chance  3   cul  bbi  when  nvuaJie  last.  1 11 3rd  or  n   1   k   Purevaha  (Kardoc*  2m.  Sm 
CBESTIALKEYi  Smart  mteroa  Ite  n>L  pnminem  in  beantg  on  IM  Champ  or  Hunfln  thaugh  yal  la  race 
ovetjimps. 

2JOTheBebUII 

30301 

3JO  Buu—iuU 
400  SupnMTM  Ram* 
4JO  omuN  Fair 

540RobkwPridi 

•   Bara  INSPECTION.  *   Denote*  Wafcarc.  Ookip:  Qood  la  aoR 

2,00  PfrNWMlgtBHJJRO  HANDICAP  HURPU  2m  It  Cl ^S4 

IM 
103 
103 

2&-2PPP  S0VnSDNMCffE(13}(D)MP<X-  8-12-0  ---  - 
11-5506  ILBAMMH0(39)H  Hamers  8-1 1-8   

W4PP4  cajausn  3)(C)  (D)UPme  12-11-7   

Olhrna(7)» 
_JBrAWb!b(T) 

.   .   D   toidgmur  * 

..  J   Frn»l 

106 

3Fa£4-MCH  POST  (359)  G   Kant  7-19-11      

  J   Brereueh 

10B 

10a 
110 
111 

N&4-Q)  TOTTECH  FLYHI  (11)1  Jones  ll-W-6     - 
OD38P  GAME  DILMMU  (SB)  JUuiViK  5-10-7        

.   .   Mu  EJarec  (7) 
.   J..JCURM<3) 

/4S5SM)  ROYAL  STANDARD  (49)  P   Ridl  9-10-6       
CO-OUP3  MUTAWAU  (13)  R   Baker  ww     

.   — Mr  N   Daif  (7)  4r 

.   -BPrereE 
113 50U  SAATCHMO  (82)  J   Spurning  4-1D-3   

  SIBgldM  (7)  * 

114 115 

11B 
559-PD  SEASMTO  STAR  (41)  D   Burehell  h-19-T   

P06-638  ALLAHRAKHA  (41)  Ure  j   Retni  5-10-1   

D   J   BrenbvB 

  A   P   McCoy TOP  reflHTVfc  HarUtcm  SBijar  B,  Haudaon  7,  Calrlut  B 

Bitttaj  4-1  NDtSiem  Stnjer.  8-2  Bobupa  Castle  5-1  Hant&on.  6-1  Muawau. 10-1  Caic'ua AHahraUia.  6-1  hlah  Poa. 

2.30  HEHLADE  H0VKSV  CHASE  An  31 C3J123 

4.20  EAST  KESWICK  HAHD1CAPCHASE  2m  4(  1   lOydl  C4JIO0 

Ilf  FOB  Mum  FORCE  (43)  (O  (D)  G   Rteftirda  11-12-0         A   DobMa 
1113-13  WB  RIVER  (108)  (BF)0  Hoorn  7-11-11   JUNm 
6P-F524  HAD  THYHE  (1 B)  N   Gaietee  9-11-3       A   Tail 

U2I33-P  DARK  DABW (25) (D)  Un  Jflrowi  12-10-0     — J8rS Sudan 

23U243  HOUGHTON  C3B)(D)  Jltaward  Jdbnacn  10-10-11          PCartany 
4-11F1F  EASBY JOKER (11) (D)(BF)SKeaeueU 8-10-8   PWvau 
1F-UT38  IS  DETECTOR  (14)  (Bf)  C   PafW  B-HW      DRvhar(3) 

32-5334  DEEP  DECISION  (11)  (CD)  P   Chasabnngh  10-10-0   RSuppi. 
TOP  FORM  TVSr  Hid  Thyme  8,  Waa  Rba  7,  Kaogttaa  8 

BaUtau  8-1  Wee  Rirar,  7-2  HniBUod.  84  Mad  Thyme.  8-1  Dart  Dbmi.  Deep  Daemon.  Eaxby  JoSar. 

ran  aUDC-EmoroRCB  lad  ta  Barn  no  aura  4Her  motala  5   ou.  o»ar  451  On  of  a   fWahen  to 
General  Watt  (Carl ok  3m.Gd-Sk) 

BCE  IDVR  Umacod  suce  Nomntaar  uteri  aufucea  4   ool  *a  ml  on  agrnn  anti  Mmttrad  last  SB  a*J  at 7   to  Pdttkal  Touar  (Ayr  2m.  GdJ. 

HADTHYRB  to  tauoi  an»  no  nra  fram  5   ool  211 4noi  8   unstiers  to  Terao  iNaubuiy  2mB.  Gd-SAJ- 

HOUOHTOHi  HeadM|1(oinrear5oUL«niacedlrDn3MR.SI3nlolSI:Purttn|MwaltiurBa  2m41.Gd- 

Fm) 

DEEP  DECtBKMk  In  touch  add  outpaced  bom  3   oat.  arouid  B   4tb  U   Vdont  Warrtor  Mth  EASBY  JOKER 

[pvGtoitiiouidai  no  ran  Iram4  oul  nadsuttka  lon.arouM9l  luiiter  aauyMhoi  n   amaters  iNwcaaOa 

2m4(,  Gd-SU. 

4.50  ASKHAH  BRYAN  HANDICAP  HUM3LIS 

•um 

255-fOO  VASB1EV  (38)  (C)(D)  S   GaHnsi  8-11-11     JC  Caida  (3)  * 

22WB5  PRBCmCE RUM (14) (D) G   Rtcnants  IV-11-8   ADabUa 
2W4-00  BALLON (39) (D)UDoda 6-11-8  —   TRaad 

5n-0  FROWB (11) FUurpiiy 6-H-7   

21-2202  SUDOKU  SPIN  (14)  (D)  J   Norton  6-1 1-6 (9) 
C3-aB  TVmt  FAILS  (10)  GUaue  5-1 1-6         ~J( 

*30  ROBSBtA(2S|J Oum 5-11-2        HDwyar 

1230  QAWHH1SSI0N (40) (CO) TEMUrby 4-11-B   JIHaiilUlW 
15-5335  AUK MEHOm (74) Mrs B Broad 7-11-0   ACaM(S) 

JS-541  ORCUS  UK(11)(D)HWEAEIBrbv 5-tO-W    ROmMf 

150009  ntAHARE  (14)  (CI^  R   Koodhom  6-10-8   PIlM 
C3-330  SCARBA  (43)  (D)  J   JcKenan  8-  UK 

....  ,LW|w* 

P-06442  CURRENT  MUCH  (48)  T   EatMrty  8-XM   

TOP  FOMI  TVS:  Ctrcm  Use  8,  Saddn  Spto  7.  PncRdca  Ran  8 

Batto*  0-2  Sudden  Spm,  5-1  Circus  Una.  8-1  Current  Speech.  7-1  Da«m  hHsston.  8-1  Precqua  Run. 
Frown.  10-1  BaBja  llwiin 

FORM  GUIDE  -   PRECMCE  HUHi  Claud  tenders.  ranOnOere  5*.  loat  pta»  90i.  Otstanca  5Bi  of  8   to 
Tredddar  a   a   dale  ten  (me  (Seogetald  auU,  Gd). 

FROWN:  Lad  2nd  to  3rd.  toaad  5ta  5U  9tb  ol  Kl  la  BuSer'a  TmcO  OMndsoi  2m.  Gd-51). SUDOEN  spoil  date  up.  tad  Stef  i   cot  OPS  SB,  ran  DO,  bto  11  2bs  d   »   to  Once  More  Fm  Luck  (SadgeteW an%0d) 
emeus  LBnb  iioakes.  made  an  a   oeai  Comur  B   (Nemastt  2m,  good  u   sofl). 

Wolverhampton  (All-weather  Flat) 

2.10  S4HM*  Pahoaii 

2^*0  Jtipasw  Boy 

3.10  lavaiwaiHHni 

3-40  Klntwyn 

4.10 

F1««aw4  ai  — —   -           

SL1  O   CAPfBCORN  HAENRI STAKSS  3Y0  Ire  100yd*  E3A1B 

•   3>-rM  BATH  KWaHT  M   

56-  LAW  DANCER (1S2) T   WBsM      

W HI  LOCH  STYLE (1«  R   HOtorehWd  M  
 TtatoS 

SHESatORE (M) J     -T 

1 
3 
3 
4 
6 
B 
T 
B 
8 

10 
11 

i»S3* 
tSSRANOulm(1«BHe»toh*9^r   ”^*‘■1  rtinv  inowAMDS  UM)  S   Bhlbaina  8-8   

6   SMUT  OF  SPORT  (199  A   NowCdtnde  8-9      ....   J 

60  WKfnRH  SONATA  piKord  Hunknod
M  6^     J   Itantoa. 

5- vnrA(H7)AJahnaM      
        (6)8 

          ■—  r.lrmm  T.  L—  PlLer  6 

(Kiirm  8-11«S««l        

2.40  AB»eiJU»inaQ«
URAIIinDSWBEFflffAKES

T»B3^»0 

'
B
 

fcrJjo^a  i-».  7-i  AteECynma   

3.10  TWOUSHANWCAPTICBAr*  ML— a 

,   06430-0  PHUW T31>CTC&iaaln^yy.  -         „WNaada  10 

i 

11  3030-64  ALLUtSOtrS MATE (9) (IRTBoi™ 8-8-3       OCartar7Sr 
13  0M51J  FIRST  MARE  (133  SBewbnfl  S*1   BCariHalB* 

TOP  PMBiUPfe  Payg  Hftoar  0,  LwaymmWtaM  T.  Hat  UN*  Lad  6 

Betifags  9-2  Swiereea.  5-1  Pagat  Spetcm.  11-2  LoreyomriUaas.  6-1  Cretan  Gift.  7-1  wma  SorrM,  B-i 
PlhB  Ftega  Lad.  9-1  Evmu.  12naoare. 

3^40  BRmSMGASTBANSCO  HANDICAP  Ire  II  nydatt£30 

1   0Q2Q21-  W5IER  FIRE  EYES  (BO)  (CD)  C   Bnnaln  4- TOO   

2   321QiSD-  EVE2UBUro(88)(D) MUOmoden *-*-7   

3   S-2S33  SOUTH  EASTERN  FHED  (7)  (CO)  HCaUbvldge  54-5   
4   433003-  CASTS. ROiSELO (80)  R Harris 6-9-4   Dl 
5   111222  MAPLE  BAY  (2B)  (CD)  (BF)  A   Batty  7-8-2   P   Roborta  (E)  B 
•   212230-  GRAND SBECnONnBBHQM  Sal  4-9-2    MFaakuS 
7   131012-  CHAiaiAIiSCiWICE(Ba)(ca)A  Janna  84-12   ITMa4 
B   03-0114  RELD  OP  VISION  0!)  (CO)  U   Johnston  6-8-S   OCaaay(7]0 
0   D06-331  KiHTWYll  (20)  (CD)  C   Elsey  6-8-fl   DHanboaS 

TOP  FOfM  TVtt  NMar  Ftre  ̂ wa  B,  Kbitepi  7,  CWbimbs  Cbohta  8 
BeBfcv  7-a  Cteunare  Chmc*.  4-1  Usw  Fire  Eyes.  9-2  Kmrayn.  5- 1   FteM  01  Vtetoa.  Soum  Eu»n  Fred. 
11-2  Grand  Setesfion.  6-1  Uapla Bay.  Bnaneare. 

4.10  AQUARIUS  SBJJNO  STAKES  510,306 

1   212930-  nameless (ii8)(CO) d ce9o<tiM 9-0   -jpmuj 
2   90C9-3  OENEBAL EOUETKM (31)  J Babuig 8-12   J   ritiliMifl  (7)8 
3   D-SCZ36  RB)  ACUISLE  (33)  (RF)  J   Berry  B-12       PIWiartx(G)M 
4   0-64353  DHES-C  (14)  R   HaUmshEOd  8-T   FLyoob(7)1 
B   490-S64  ELFIN  Q1EBM (11) JL  Hanbi  8-7   IMai 
•   OOe  HKKLAHDFAWM(g)BUeU4KtnEL7       O   Carter  4 
7   843252  MA1HND  STRBT (7)  PErena  8-7   Slaibn  7 

TOP  RWM  TIPS:  Marina  Stoaalfli  HltB  Qaaeb  7 

Btttto^5-2  Mv IN  Steel  7-B  General  Ematen.  9-2  EH*  Owen.  B-l  Dte*-C.  Nameina.  B-l  Rad  Aoriete. 
G&-1  Hfoteand  Fawh  7   n—an. 

4.40  QDHN1 KAEDICAP4YO  t L   1m  4f  C2.914 

1   OffiZJM  10TA(14)(C]  JL  tern*  TS-1S 
42051.-0  IOYSSCAPE  (43)  B   UawMIru  5-9-3   — 

3   030110  MAZHUt(5)(O(5«>c0(BF)  A   SHettr  4^-2   
4   008-612  BDBLB  GUfOMIRE  (V)  S   Bownng  4-6-1       
6   6334-29  HEX  FARM  DANCER  (27)  (CD)  W   Bnsboume  5-9-0   
5   3333-12  QJCEHCMOXT OUT (33) (B)(BF)J Eyre 5-6-10   
7   92GP23-  BUCKLEY  BOYS  (7B)  A   Batty  £-8-8       

WIT 

HortonS* 

..CTaagaa(3)  1 

DCrtrmbo(d)Z 

— R   Ia*pbi3 

(7)4 

B   605643- PBDACTOTiaiEnU.(iaOPMndiall  4-8-7     A 
0   aaO-mEBWAY  LADY  (IBB)  M«  A   Emb.ncna  4-4-6   DOUBTFUL  5 
10  30-S090  SAMAHA  CAY  (13)  P   FBIgOB  4-7-1)   -J  Tata  7* 
11  6I54E90  LADY RUZABEIH (11) KCunniBdun>4re«n 4-7-10   JOdMlD 

TOP  PMIM  TlPSt  MbMb  B,  Oreab  HsMOte  7,  Habla  CaMteba  0 

Battbv  It-*  GraeL  MgM  OuL  3-1  NdUeCamiaae.  7-S  PadUtottematoi,  9-2  Uai  ula.  7-1  Hill  Farm  Dancer. 
12-1  Buddey  Boys.  28-1  baa. 

0330/4I1-  ADHHALTY  WAV  (322)  R   Bf ottefton  10-IV3   
SI- OPOOLi  BUY  RJURER  (13)  GBaldlns  6-11-3   

54  CARROT  BAY  (S)  M   Ojpe  10-11-3   
D2324-0  CHAHHO.  PAST11IE(41)  D   Bucted  12-11-3      

PPPSrr-P  CHARIER  STRHtOS  (104)  Miaa  C   Horwr  10-11-3   
OBQr-POP  DUNMCKB  VEW  (BO)  f   Tucur  7-11-3     
4i6PWi-  NEAT  AND  TTOV  (1040)  C   Poptom  11-11-3   

0   RIVER  OALA  (43)  RHodoas  6-11-3   
£.*554-48  STAGE  PLAYER  (14)  UasC  Came  10-1 1-5   

0P;i;-  SUfKJROSPS  BEET  (1411)  PEcxtea  9-11-3   

44-1540  THE  BOBTAE.  FOX  (S3)  Phtel*  7-11-8    — 
5CPPP-0  HALFORD  MADAM  (7S)  R   Hawfcer  8-10-12  .   . 

WF5FD  OUR  MKJU(*)Pltadl0rd  8-10-0      
F   TOOIHBM  DM(13)R  Kodgoe  9-10-12   

TOP  roMTIPSi  AdabMtr  Way  B,  Oer  NHd  7 

BaHtog;  7-4  Tlw  Bobtail  F»,  8-S  CamF  Bay  6-1  Stags  Player  ft-1  Channel 
NWu.  flomoairy  nay 

101 
103 
103 
104 
30S 
too 
207 
30B 
300 
310 
111 

213 

313 
314 

  DQMbgher 

  B   (Hired     J   Frost     toy  Lawk  (3) 

    A   Prootor 

  G   Upton 

    MrJ  Oduty  (7) 

    ,T  Drenuatoa  (S) 

      Jltalaa(3) 

  M   Kdly  (7) 

    A   P McCoy  * 

  Sawiangh 

...MtfreO  WtwJar 
Paamne.  10-1  BJlyBaner.  Our 

14 

3.00  CROCOHBE  NOVICES’  HURDLE  Mn  1   lOytt  £3,7*6 

301  1-2F1  SUPBmHHSX(14)MPIoa7-1V11   

303  4D40D  PLYMB  U>(42)  R   Hodnshaad  5-11-6   DOattahre 
303  00»;-0  MAJOR  NOVA  (11)  N   Smdb  7-11-5       J   Ryan 

304  00442-S  PHUICE  MASHA  (14)  KCunnlnotenvBrorei  6-1 1-5   D   Biwfiay 
305  Of-5  SEA  SCAMP  (41)  DUmiy  8-1 1-5          -ERwranl 
300  00  SOMB3  FORECAST  112)  S   Johnson  H 1-5   BFredhod) 
307  5-  SFWNO  GROVE  JUST  (330)  CUiWamB-IVS     Sapbia  HtthaA 

(9) 
30B  47-40Q  TROBU07)NHendenar  7-11-5   JHKamnagh* 
309  52-2202  YAHH  (25)  J   (lid  6-11-6      OU|daa 
310  05645-d  SAFFRON  RfYER (35)  W Turner 5-1V0   _TCBre^r(T) 
311  FPP  THUD  MELODY  (37)  J   Muftro  10-11-0       £   Cunret  (3) 

312  5P-P  VALLEY’S  CHOICE  (37)  S   Stewna  7-11-0       .....   Ife-L  JaOord 
313  5D  HU^TA0B.(11)R  Baber  4-10-7         BPb— ■ 
314  PSFOOO  HIRSH  CH05S (34) SKot^tl  4-10-2   ^Banondl 
TOP  POM  TVS:  Tabral  B,  Sepretor  M   7.  Pdaca  Hatore  ■ 

BaBtagi  11-6  Siperior  Rob.  1S-8  Yahmi  10-1  Saa  Scamp.  Mnw  Haste.  14-1  Tremble.  HudJt  Cutes  14 

3.30  HITRMD  SLADE  HUfTEBCHAlEAmMaanidis  31 1   lOydi  C9£01 

401  3S3553  RUSTY  BMDQE  (18)  Hra  5   Jotuaton  9-&-I             R   Thornton  (7)  - 
403  23335-3  COOL  AND  EASY  (14)  (C)JDdi>aM10-1M2        _JiMb»(fi) 
403  ppr.ipp-  AFTEHAELLY (335)  (CD) Mn  T   WhflB  1 V-12-5       R«Ma(7) 
404  52F 414-2  BUOMARROTI  (14)  lira  D   BoctoU  9-12-6     M   BaOara  (T) 

Nottingham  programme 

403  14535-U  CHARDEN  (9)  Ure  Sally  UuUina  10-12-5   RH  Bow  an  (7) 
406  O'WrpJ-  gmJB0E(2B3)  Ura  Sarah  Weutterlake  12-12-5   N   Kreria  (7) 
407  I/P332P- SWATSWnr (335) SPilur  11-12-6  .       JJnhaa(7) 

406  953401-5  BATMWICK BOBBIE (11)D WilNamsSM  1-12   UaSWggbn (7) 

409  PH-  ■mllMI1  (1030)  P   Chainings  11-11-12      M   Puitmrei (7) 

410  FP/PWr-  CONSniUCTION KING (1315) UreJHKtM  HM1-12      JRaJHatuhtea 
(7) 

411  OPIPGOS-  FMAL  OPTEHI  (544)  G   Fynn  8-11-12   lJabo*aa{7) 
413  oipppro-  JUST  BAU.YTOO  (395)  Lira  P   Lampard  9-11-12   R   NoltMl  (T) 

413  MlPOOD-  LEOBRAIH)(S10)LttEa<itoa  11-11-E        M   DMy  (7) 
414  CG'.'/tP-  SPACE  MARWB1  (IBS)  Utj  P   WMtUe  8-11-12      R   Breton  (7) 
415  {VU06-  CARLY*S  CASTLE  (373)  M<re  P   KtuOte  8-11-7   _S  Jachaoa  (7) 

TOP  FORM  TVS;  Ctadan  B,  BuaaanaH  7,  Cad  Aad  bay  B 
Bettfap  7-2  Uyfeege.  4-1  Ruaty  Bridge.  9-2  AttrLrtly  5-1  Binaanaa.  8-1  Cod  And  Eaiy.  B-l  Cturdan. 
I4-1  Jian  Ballyldb  ISnarerea. 

4.00  TAUNTON  *MF  HOWCSS*  HURDLE  im  V 1 10yd>  CSJUS 

10  LUCKY  HNNE(4B)(e)PHd>liL 5-11-11         C Hindu 
00-26  AH  THERE  YOU  ARE  (1 03)  (BF)h  Bailey  7-1 1-4   OHmflay 

DO  BEUJXMAH  (13) C   Jones  5-H-4     SCWren(3) 

SOI 

505 

503 

504 

SOB 

506 
SOT 
SOB 
SOB 

510 511 

sis 

51) 

514 

TOP  POSH  TIPS:  Stynana  Ftena  6,  Lord  MdHreraarft  7,  Lnafty  BIAa  8 

BeUngi  3-1  The  BuP  Bbckman.  4-1  Lord  UcMoiToagF.  Convata  Gardaa  5-1  Sttreme  Fla ma.  5-1  Ah  There 
You  Are.  Ltaroalay.  7-1  Lucky  Eddie.  14 1 

9   CUMBBHJUTO YOUTH (14) UiuCCaroe 5-1 1-4   BFMan(3) 
P   JUST  DBPPLE  (14)  RAIner  5-11-4       Mr  P   Hatty  (5) 

0   HtWY  HDOR&BB  (41) H Bakar  8-11-4       JttRWMta(7) 

1U2-203  LOflOMCMUMDIlOH (14) JNerdU 8-11-4      „._RPhnred 
2lt-  HANOAUY  (470)  JOM  7-11-4          __G  Upton 

23W-04  NITRE (39) G   Jones 8-11-4       DQalnghw 
50-3  SUPROB  FLAME  (48)  C   Pddum  6-11-4      .T  Daaorenha  (8) 

TW  BULL  BLACKMAN  OStenrood  8-IV-4     JAHeCretty 

2-6  COmiEMT  GARDEN  (13)  (BF)  N   Henderaon  6-10-13   J   BlUmn^ 
042P  OATH  ROSE  (18)  M   Steppnrd  6-10-1 J       B   PntaaR 

8   RimHAVH (13) NLanvard 7-10-13          Guy  Laarii (3) 

4.30  SAMMACOTTNOV1CEB*HAIHNCAPCHA8E  ton  IIQyttES^tT 

901 

B3-2211  EARLY  MflNKBt(13)(CO)0SbSricQ0d  8-12-6 
_   JAItaCretty 

60S 

804 

806 

  B   CWlord 

907 

„   Guy  Lowfm  (3) 

BIO 

811 

BIS 

8P8P.’-  MARYLAND  BOY  (HI)  U   Keener  8-19-0   
  LHareay 

TOP  ICMITIPS:  OnMn*a  Mr  8,  Earty  Ditokcr  7,  Fannkfe  6 
BeBtow5-2  Green  a   Fan.  11-4  Ear  )y  Dnfdre.  7-2  Fenwick.  8-1  Rcho.  8-1  Caapon  Batega,  14-1  Ltede  Ban. 
iMAosugm.  12        

5.00  BLACKDOWN  HUS  HANDICAP  HURDLE  I 

llfCtSBS 

IB- TWHSAT(7B3)J  Kilby  7-11-W  — 

351416  OOHHM  HRZ.  (40)  (D)  OBF)  R   HddlNS  9-1 1-8 
F 1-5212  ROBINS PBH(19)(D)C  Pabluir 6-11-6  ... 

230SS-  WORLD  EXPRESS  (333)  B   Miibun  6-11-S  - (MOF3LAVRSIWOD  JUNIOR  (1B)(D)J  ^rearing  9-1 1-8   

00-013  HARVEST  VHE  (16)  (D)C  Brooks  8-11-3 

OPO-623  KWG*S  GOLD  (36)  UraL  RiehaidS  8-11-1 
202320  UTTIE  HOOUOAN  (99)  (0)  0   Ednsrda  5-1 1-0 

1F3I4-55  QUICK  SILVER  BOY  (134)  D   BurcheS  8-10-13 
33-5000  RDEOTHRS(4B)ANeresinba7-10-12 
4POV1-  CLASSIC  HUGE (371)  H   Uannara  6-10-12   
805510  CHRDPS  GLBI  (BA)  (D)  J   Bradley  7-10-10   
06284  SHEPHERDS  REST  (14)  £UdlOf4-tt-0      

00122-08  HEART  OF  SPAIN  (SO)  P   Sevan  8-10-5      
1F4-P011  TOUCH  SU.VEH(13)(CD)  H   Manners  6-10-0  _ 

300  JARVEY  (BO)  P   Eccles  4-10-0 

1 
3 
3 
4 
B 
B 
7 
B 
• 

10 
11 

12 
13 
14 
13 
15 

TOP  FOOM  TVS:  WMd  Eiprea  3,  Rabhre  PrUa  7,  Kareant  Maw  B 
■atttoBJt-l  RdBUnPnde.  7-1  World  Ejgireas.  B-l  CDrra  W.  CtaM  btnoe.  Steptarfe  Ran.  9-1  Harvest 
Vten.  Ilnnm 

A   P   McCoy 

^QvUtriad
}* 

RTbrerenafT) S   Outran  (1) — MKa9y(7) 

2.1 5   Lavs  Dm  Btuon 

245 

115 

345  lodnfanoe 
4.18  Pete  Die 

445TMM 
MSCaMePM 

♦   7JOWW  INSPBCnOW.  Ontoy:  Qood  ta  anlfc  ♦   Panatai  Mtofcara. 

2. 1 5   RO YAL  QAJT  JUVHHU  HO VKE  HURDLE  4YD  to  C5L453 

1   4fi14  COURT  HAP  (89)  (IQS  Manor  11-4   CM>  Webb  (S) 
2   12  ROVALE ANGELA (1  OB) (BF)F Jordan  11-4   JLaMttr 
3   3-31024  OUT  RAMQHO  (56)  U   Pipaio-t)       J   Lower 
4   00  BK  TREAT  (14)  PHM 10-12   S   Wynne 
9   536  COURT  JOMH  (42)  Msa  H   KftgCi  HMT       .0  F   Ryan  (5) 
•   0   DASH  TO  THE  PRONE  (4M)K  Morgan  10-12       H   Henan  TO 
T   0   DOSSES  DAN  (B)BPreew  10-12   CtwyLyren 
a   (CO  WIXCATOR  (37)  JOidm  7tM2   ...   DByrea 

B   ®   PMUTETOS (38) FJonlan  10-12   —   10  D   RAMSOENS  (IS)  N   T*telon-Ca«K  K)-12    CUrwrOyn 
11  52  ROYAL  RABBIT  (13)  C   Nash  10-12      JHAHzgwttl 
11  G   SMOLENSK  (14)  JBeriyiO-t!        M   Melon  ay 
13  TONNERHEK  Morgan  10-12   RDmweody 
14  9   LOVE  THE  BLUES  (13)  DHtehOSon  10-7   AMagdre 
13  0   QUELW0BK(74)MreJC«il107   TKaM 

Balttugi  6-4  Lim  The  Blues.  4-1  Oul  Raiddng.  7-1  Royals  Anpla,  Royal  Rabbi.  8-1  Court  Nap.  19-1 
Ransdega.  14-T  Court  Joiar.  Indiutln  15  mares 

2.4  5   SEE  YOU  THEN  NOVICE  Husau!  3re  4f  1X379 

t   313-124  EBULUEHT BQUDUIME (11) (HP) N Handaiaon 5-11-10   -JiA 
3   1   XnaOUBEACH  (119)  K   Ballsy  7-11-10   R 
3   DAJRAANNT«n*too-Dlu*a7-l1-4   C 
4   G63RKD  OOHIHOB RtNG (43)0 Brereian 7-11-4       M   
5   D   lMATOFF(S4)CJa£tsan  6-11-4   DLatt 
S   JOIPPrr-  LOWAWATHA  (114B)  Ure  E   Hemh  HW   JO  Bontti 
T   321/M)  PHILHACTOWC (11) J FTaGerild 8-1 1-4   -_4>ttraa 

B   23  SRVLESNHM (IQ DNlcaaiaon 6-11-4      AHagMr 
g   3-FP  UJDIBnOOK  PORT  (39)  A   J   YflNnu  7-10-13     lHanq 
10  D-P  LADY  HUH  SHERIFF  (93}  T   Farmer  6-10-13     J* 

11  P9  HISS  TUT  (1 3)  T   Bn  5-10-13   J 
IX  60-4UDD  RASCALLY  (34)  MtwLSIdSaB  6-19-13   A 
13  CD4  ABOCBER  (42)  Man  M   Itantand  4-10-7   
14  0   FUHMV0MAN(3S)JWacUe  4-10-E   

TOP  FMMTVEi  BreBwt  Etottaaa  9.  Ring  Ginaaob  7,  Donttaa  Hfag  9 

u-4  Depaan,  4-1  KtogGiiwadi.  8-1  DomlKs  nmg.  Pantarmonic.  12-1 

3.1  5   CORBMRE  NOVICE  CHASE  3n  IlOytt  C3JS8 

1   IP-3211  MALAWI  (54)  (DJWBrthHI  6-W-2  —     Allagdre* 
2   0O-31P  HA4VS WAY (13) J EdMnb B-11-10   JIAPtegreMd 
3   00-8PF4  GIYEHIWE(14)  A   Toma*  B-il-4   IHarey 
4   212P-FP  BOOK  AROUND  (47)  «BaM*  8-1 1-4        RDuaweaNy 
5   Pi- HAZLJCWAlD(B7B)TBIia-1t-4   JMn 
6   F55P  ITALIAN  MAN  (9)  G   Ctanes-JoraB  8-1 1-4   .WMcftetad 

7   <XBlSP3-  KKMI LIGHT (292)  jP<eLenng S-ft-4       MSkreyMt 
8   FP50-U  nuOHYIWEI (41) JPMtenng 7-11-4   .WWartringtan 
a   02/M)  RUFFXHADG  (41B)  T   Forstor  9-11-4         AMtarttB 
10  3>  mBOOLEV HOUSE (3S) 0 Snemood 8-1  v-4      -Jimcbrett 
11  544-PPS  APHE.  CITY  (IB)  G   Smith  7-1D-1S         MRagre-b TOP  PMW  TVS:  Malatt  a,4Rrarefcaa  T.Hagto  Wny  • 

BaHtog:  11-8  Malawi.  9-2  The  Bootey  Hpure,  6-1  Haga  Why.  Gomg  Around.  Gnrenume.  KM  bn  Kan  Man. 
Runrade  11  i^reare 

3.45  GATE  anEFKOVICS  HURDLE  Sin  C3^74 

1   31  IHDEPUICS;  (SO)  (D)Urej  Pitman  S-1T-4   .WMarskn 
2   544621  MEAD  COURT  (13)  N   Chance  6-11-4     H   Joboaon  (3) 
3   3   BRA  W   PATRIARCH  1 10)  NMfl  Me  non  5-ID- 12        J4  A   FtoearMd 

4   DEROS  U   Pip*  6-10-12   Jim 
B   922322  DREAM  MOE  (IE)  (BF)  0   NtehoBaa  6-10-17     

GFQobCQ 

m* 

«   200F  GONE  FOR  LUNCH  (12)  UosHKntghl  5-10- 12  . 
7   BP  JASONS  FAHM  (44)  W   Clay  6-10-0  _ 

8   300-054  JUSTBRUCEdQNreEHeadt 7-10-12 
9   DPO  MASTER  PAHOLOSS  (4Q  A   TumaU  8-10-12 
10  PP  MONEOHETTI  (37)  M   Pipe  5-10-12  . 
11  402468  MAQARA  SOUND  (13)  B   Pieacs  5-10-12  .. 

13  9   PAST  MASTER  (103)  C   Brood  8-10-12 
13  6480  SCOTTISH  HAMB  (13)  P   HMlber  8-10-1 

14  ID  SHEECKY  (39)  (D)  B   McUohar  5-10-12 
16  IM)  UPHAM  RASCAL  (98)  D   Ganlalto  5-10-12 IB  IMtOBA  Mia  P   Rdbeson  S-HW     — 

17  SLOG  BRANDY  0   Brennan  6-W-7   
TOP  FORM  TIPS:  fattfanca  10,  Bnw  Pabtecb  8,  Diwnn  RUa  7 

Bectorg  5-4  Indefeocs.  7-2  Brave  Patriarch.  5-1  Dream  Rida.  7-1  Mead  Court.  B-l  Deoav  KM  Jus 
Bite*  17  nun 

4. 1   5   WAYWARD  LAD  NOVK8  HANDICAP  CHASE  3m  CSJUN 

1   DiOSTJ  HAWAIIAN  5AM  (12)  A   Timrtl  6-12-0 

-G  Orana  (7) 

904-312  BtGETRAHD  (14)  [D)(BF)UPo«  7-11-13   Jlorer 
3   33-001  PETE  THE  PARSON  (11)  OQJOU  7-1 1-6   MARzgartel 
4   12PSBV-  PONTOON  BIUDOE  (839)  G   Harre»d  9-1J-8     

5   8F4142  AEDEAH (IS) (D)(BF)G Enright 7-10-11   AI 
6   0P-PS34  STOHMBKI  RUN  (IQ  PBalEtn  8-10-11   Tl 
7   5-58*2F  HAQOnSJA  (47)  J   Pearce 8-10-6   —     Jl 
B   225-2F0  9ES9LMQ  AFFAIR  (11)14  Wtftjnaon  7-10-4   POnwtoy  (7) 

9   0I4'P«-P  COPFB CABLE (OO) C Snwn 9-10-0   Mhngre 
TOP  RNWITPSi  Pate  The  Rrenon  6,  Stamttg  Rrei  7,  Hawattn  Ire  • 

Batttota  9-4  Pete  Tte  Parson,  u-4  Big  Strand.  S-2  Porooon  Bridge.  5-1  Haunan  Sam  7-1  Andean.  10-1 
Storming  Run.  1f-1  Nagoontt  ItanM 

4.45  RED  RUM  BfTErnEDfATE  OPEN  NATWHAL  HUNT  FLAT  (Ob  Q   Sre  M^3B 

0-  AEOLIAN  (298)  R   AUsap  5-11-1   tor  ■   I 

00- BOUM  FOR  GOLD  (313)  U   Pipe  5-1 1-4   

D   CASHEL  OUAY  (35)  Mrs  P   BiCtartan  6-1 1-4   S 
D   DARK  ORCHARD  (IX)  UrsHParrod  5-1 M   0 

8   EQUINOX  (93)  Mn  U   June*  5-11-4   J 

D   ■HISBRRD (18)  NGasaiaa  5-11-4   F 9   mC-4-P(39)  h   Bridanstei  5-11-4       A 
0   NUSICAL HIT (76) PPmefart 5-11-4     MrF 9 

10 

11 
13 
13 

&   PMIOM IAP  C26>  0   NKnotsan  6-1    

6   SKABW30KLAD(1««  WWunaai5-1V-4    

  PCrowtoy(7) 

TU5T0H  Ufl-  J   Ceeu  5-11-4    

  T   Kart 

16 

HOnUMUMpraari 4-T0-8        

  J   Dnaaraody 

SaronCWe 
7-2  Ttaaari.  9-2  Tieun.  5-1  PsnroM  Lad.  6-1  Uitleratonl.  Seabroah  Lad,  Share  Option.  101 

5. 15  RED  RUM  I 

HUNT  FLAT  (Db  3)  9m  Cl  JX9 

l   BOY  (11)J  Old  6-11-4   Cl 

15-11-4   

(41)  G   CnarkH-Jonaa  5- 
Baltey  6-11-1   

5-11-4 

I   (13)  0   rechotoon  s-th 

ID  (39)  BPrerea  5-11-4 
» (IS)  N   Tmoun-Danea  5-11-4 

1(11)  S   Wei  lor  5-11-4 

BntNnst  9-4  SwynkxO  Pride.  7-1  JalA- 
D«no.  Celtic  Park.  6-1  Larkross.  Eurotlnfc- 
naHrataar,  Gunner  Sid.  Royal  Event.  14 

Results cArrERi^  ^ 

NR  DoHyPIJS?*, 

B_30(Xm 
 **■**“ 

Mr  mm.  T.to  tiida 

^»SM.wZcai
ti.iF  Ewrew

. 

2.00  (3-.  Ch).1.  F
ORTUNES 

COURSE.  G   Upton  (7-2).  
X,  Chrnwn  Una TfnT  mnir  limr  Oman  (mna  lav).

 C22D- 

£1  40.  Dual  F‘  C42.30.  CSF
'  C71BI 

UO  QnHdM. 

TOM,  T   DascomM  (18-1).
  "“J**1 

2SJ2S)  tS?  E17Jta  E4-30.  Cli
o.  £550. 

SrftDial"cTOBa  CSF:  SWT.  Tr
«t9t 

OJMTTrip.  £10160  Nft:  D
arlta  Lad. SuMbOO. 

U.  tttn  emt  ■». Ele*  Ol-J  taw):  2.  Pttrt  NtABtetret
  13"1I‘ 

SSfitt  (12-H  8   ran.  »   «
. »   swator) 

SStTw  S200. £1-20. «■«. D
ual F. £420 

^CliSi.  IrCJtSF  C73.S4.
TflO-  £14JO 

4JI 0   (ten  If  1   lOyda  Kdte):  1 .   SUUWHT 

SON,  J   Callaghan  (16-1);  3.  tOtlnrlitt. 
Lad  (IB-1):  3,  Macfleai  Ctitdan  (9-11:  4, 
Onto  Boy  (7-1).  4-1  lav  Abbey  Lamp  19 

ran.  St  6.  (R  Feutor)  To»-  £6540.  Cl 7.90. 
C&.D0.  £1  BO  M   9Q.  Dual  F   C5S1.60.  CSF: 

C24ZJG  TflcaK  C2244.40.  NR-  Cefldwen. PorHibofCoHage. 

4J5S(Xmnal3rl,aOOMSOUABVGCBtoB 
|fi-1):S.Catoanlan«rBbi1l-lOUvi:  3,  Kb 
Hate  (12-1)  21  ran.  1.  S   (W  LfcKeown) 
Tide: IX8D.CU0. £1^0  £2.80. DtolF.IftfiO. 

CSF:  £11.61.  Tno-t35.ro. 
JACKPom  Not  won:Sl2aSL33  carried  tor- waid  lo  Taunton  today. 

QUADPOT:  E6.1C. 
PLAOPOT:  £382.70 

LEICESTER 

2.1 0   (tore  4»  H   Oyda  Cto)rl,  JKBBEII TWE 
K1BBER,  R   Farram  (10-11  lavl:  X,  BnE 
StnHboy  17-3:  a.  Knoetrnwry  (14-1)  11 
ran.13. 12.(Mra  JPUrnanJTgie  Cl. 7ft  £1^0, 
Cl  50.  £2.80. Dual F   £4.10.  CSF:  £4  53.  Trio. 
£16.  KL 

340  (2m  H   Ch):  1,  LMSTSROOOY,  Mr  J 
Culkay  (7-4  lav):  2,  Sntolin  (IB-2).  3. 
Bn-4my  (13-1).  B   raa  1*.  1   (J  Kino) 

Tote  £2.30:  El. 50.  £2.40.  E2JXL  Dual  F- £10.70.  CSF:  EU.45  Trleascma2a 

3.10  (ten  car):  1,  CHKF  HAGER,  C 
UemUlyn  (15-2):  2,  Do  Rightly  (11-2):  3, 
Act  Tire  WnglB-IL  9-4  lav  Go  SdJltf  be.  15 

ran  X,  TO  (N  TretaBn-OAinas)  Tore:  2LBO: 
£2.10.  Ei 50.  C3.1Q.  Dual  F-  £2350  CSF: £49  92.Tr  1   a   £3560. 

X40  (3a  Ota):  1,  DiSTINCTIVM,  C   Llewel- 

lyn IB-1);  9,  IHrtrerdnnn  |4-i  tavi.  3,Pwt- 
v4nn  Bain  (5-11.  11  ran  IX.  20.  IM  WIIMn- 

■on)  Tore.  s&sa.  £2.00.  £250.  £260.  Dual  F- 
E14  JO.  CSF  £31.14.  TrKast'  £121  30.  Trio- 
£4000 

4.10  (ten  41  11  Oyda  CNN  1,  EASTERN 

RtVEK,  S   Wynne  (16-1):  2,  East  Kotretoa 
(7-1  cc  lav):  3,  Bondar  Marti  IB-1):  4. 
Flynn',  GM  (12-1)  7-1  CO  (av  Mellegrtty. 

Rhraga  Bleu  9   The  Shy  Padre,  is  ran.  Me.  5 (T  Forstor)  T««:  07.10;  £5.20,  C2.5ft  £2  40. 

£2JO.DualF-£iaa00  CSF  £120  S4  Tricaat E9T1  72 

440 (3B1 4|  1 1 0ydS  C&):  1 ,   RUSTIC  ABI, 
M   Dwyer  i2-i  lav);  2,  Ardor ottay  ChM 

(W-1|;  3,  ImpnoenMa  TUny  (14-1).  B 
ran.  3K,  3.  (J  FitzGerakfj  Tote-  £2  5ft,  £200 

£240.  £1  40.  Dual  F   £11.70.  CSF.  £2240. 
TrieaiC  £21221.  Trio  £43  60  NR.  Bavard 

Bay. 

OUADPOT:  £51.30.  PLACBPOT:  E132HL 

UNGHELD SUM  (ina  41):  1.  ONE  OFF  TEE  RAIL,  T 
FMd  19-2).  3,  Hatghth  of  Frena  (1O-H:  3, 
CnBaw  <4-t|.  3-1  fav  Greenwich  Anafn.  a 
ran  1.  IK  (A  Moorei  Tots.  £5 JO:  £1.10. 

£2.40.  £240.  Dual  F:  C2O30.  CSF-  £41.60 
Tflc*«- £174.01. 

B-30  cm  1,  MASH  UN,  A   Clark  (7-2).  3, 
Mr  Hovarmlnd  1 11-10  fav):  3,  Star  Tatent 
(7-1 1.6  ran.  IX  A.  (R  0"Sulltvan)  To»:  E3.40: 

£1  60.  £1.30  Dual  F-  (3.1ft  CSF-  £757.  NR: 

Speedy  Classic. 
aum  (1m  2ft  1,  BURNT  opfdmk,  u 

Larsen  (4-5  lavL  a,  Zuno  Hyar  (ID-l):  3. 
ttbl  (10-1).  7   ran  4.  z   re  Britain)  Tote: 

£1.40;  £1  JO.  £3  BO.  Dual  F:  £4 5ft  CSF'  EB.41. 

MO  (1m)  1,  CARMARTHEN  BAY,  A 

Whelan  13-11:  a,  Bloa  Plirar  (B-4  lavl:  3, 
1   anoaahlro  Ugmd  15-I)  4   ran.  3.  X   (fl  L 

Moore)  Tola;  £350.  Dual  F.  EZ/W.  CSF. 

C7JJ1 

4U»  (1  m   Sf>  1,  ZAJUD,  J   Quinn  (3-1):  X, 

SBktafl  (9—4  lavu  3,  Montena  I2D-1)  14 
ran.  Nh.  K.  (K  BurKel  Tole  £280;  £1.10 

£2J0  ffl?n  Dual  F-  (3 JO.  CSF:  CB.54. 

4*SO  (BTN  4   ,OUR  EHABEE.C  Scaily  (8-1): 

2,  strenl  Imp  P-2T.  3,  Rtredotni 1 16-1).  B-1 
lav  Sharp  'n  Smart  7   ran  19. 34  (h  twory] 

Tom  £9.90:  £2.60.  £2.60. .   Dual  F:  E12J20. 

^^^£18.-10  PLMIPOHCGL20. 
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FA  Cup,  fifth-round  replay:  Port  Vale  1 ,   Leeds  United  2 

McAllister  shoots 
down  valiant  Vale 
David  Laoey 

Gary  McAllister 
last  night  ended  Port 

Vale’s  dream  of  a 
place  in  the  FA  Cup 

quarter-fi
nals  

for  the  first 
time  in  42  years  and  kept 

alive  Leeds  United’s  hopes  of 
two  Wembley 

 
appearanc

es 

this  season. 

A   header  from  Leeds  Unit- 

ed's captain  brought  the scores  level  in  the  second  half 
after  Tony  Naylor  had  given 
the  First  Division  side  the 
lead  towards  the  end  of  the 
first.  Then  with  three  min- 

utes remaining  McAllister 
swung  a   typical  free-kick  into 
the  top  right-hand  comer  of 
the  net  to  earn  Leeds  a   sixth- 
round  tie  at  home  to  Liver- 

pool or  Charlton. 
Having  survived  the 

snooker  balls  of  Birmingham 
City  in  the  Coca-Cola  Cup, 
Leeds  ought  to  have  been  in 
the  right  frame  of  mind  for 
Burslem.  where  passions  tra- 

ditionally run  high  on  these 
occasions,  though  within 
stricter  limits. 

Apparently  nil  Howard  Wil- 
kinson's side  had  to  worry 

about  were  opponents  cling- 
ing to  the  penultimate  rung  in 

the  First  Division.  How  de- 
ceptive appearances  can  be. 

Port  Vale's  perilous  position reflected  less  their  recent 

form  than  the  fact  that  the 
combination  of  a   cup  run  and 
postponements  had  restricted 
the  team  to  four  league 
matches  in  eight  weeks.  In 
fact  they  were  unbeaten  in  11 
games  and  had  lost  only  two 

in  19. Leeds  needed  to  be  more 
aware  of  the  pattern  of  events 
which  had  seen  Crystal  Pal- 

ace and  Eyerton  held  on  their 
own  grounds  before  being 

dumped  out  of  the  competi- 
tion at  Vale  Park.  They 

hardly  needed  reminding  of 

Port  Vale's  FA  Cup  tradi- 
tions. with  the  semi-finals  of 

1954  a   distant  but  fond 
memory. 

On  reflection,  Leeds  could 
have  chosen  a   better  evening 
to  be  without  their  regular 
full-backs,  Kelly  and  Dorigo, 
both  unfit  last  night  Radebe 
and  Worthington  faced  Mc- 

Carthy and  Guppy,  the  wing- 
ers on  whom  Port  Vale's  for- 

tunes were  likely  to  turn. 
Leeds  defended  deep,  which 

meant  that  for  all  the  wiles  of 
McCarthy  and  Guppy  there 
were  always  men  back  to 
cover  the  middle.  As  it  turned 
out.  defensive  numbers  did 

not  necessarily  mean  defen- 
sive strength. 

In  the  36th  minute  Wor- 
thington followed  McCarthy 

into  the  penalty  area  and  Vale 
Park  roared  in  vain  as  the 
winger  spun  away  from  the 

First  Division:  Crystal  Palace  3,  Birmingham  City  2 

Dyer  provides  the  fire 
Martin  Thorpe 

WHATEVER  Harry's 
game  Is  at  Crystal 
Palace,  it  is  working 

well.  Since  Bassett  took  over 

five  games  ago.  his  new  side 
have  won  three  and  lost  just 
one. 

A   goal  from  Bruce  Dyer 
eight  minutes  from  time  se- 

cured the  points  last  night 
only  four  minutes  after  Jason 
Bowen,  with  his  second  goal 
of  the  game,  had  equalised  for 
Birmingham.  The  play-offs 
heave  into  sight  for  Palace, 
recede  for  their  victims. 
Birmingham  came  into  tljis 

game  dogged  by  controversy. 
It  concerned  their  leading 
scorer  Claridge.  whose  pro- 

posed £1  million  move  to 
Leicester  had  broken  down 
earlier  in  the  day.  allegedly 

because  of  the  player's  high 
wage  demands. 

The  striker  then  asked  not 
to  be  considered  fot  last 

night's  game,  but  Barry  Fry 
refused.  However,  the  player 
got  his  wish  after  turning  up 
late  at  Selhurst  Park,  prompt- 

ing Fry  to  fine  him  two 
weeks'  wages  and  declare  him 
not  in  the  right  frame  of  mind 
to  take  the  field. 

It  would  have  been  under- 
standable had  the  rest  of  the 

Birmingham  side  felt  the 
same  way.  for  trying  to  lift 

one's  spirits  two  days  after 
losing  a   Coca-Cola  Cup  semi- final is  not  easy. 

And  not  helped  by  going  1-0 
down  after  only  eight  minutes 
last  night.  Dyer  picked  up 

Houghton's  nod-on,  the  Bir- 
mingham defence  backed  off 

and  the  Palace  striker  was 
able  to  turn  and  shoot  home. 

Bull  and  Francis  had  al- 
ready wasted  takeable 

chances.  But  out  of  the  blue 

after  29  minutes  of- a   scrappy- 
game.  Bowen  scored  a   sweet 

equaliser,  sweeping  in  Hunt's cross  from  25  yards  out. 
But  Palace  soon  came  back. 

Southend  0,  Sunderland  2 

Scott  gives  Southend  attack  of  the  vapours 

Paul  Weaver 

SUNDERLAND  climbed into  second  place  in  the 
First  Division  for  the  first 

time  tli is  year  at  fog-bound 
Roots  Hall  last  night. 
A   penalty  by  Martin  Scott 

and  a   second  goal  10  minutes 
before  the  end  hv  the  substi- 

tute Michael  Bridges,  who 
hail  been  on  the  pitch  only  25 
seconds,  left  the  club  only  five 
points  behind  Derby. 

Southend  started  with  the 
diffidence  nf  a   side  who  had 

lost  their  way  with  three  con- 
secutive defeats  after  their 

impressive  2-0  win  over  Mill- 
wall  at  the  beginning  of  tlie 
month. 
Thov  did  not  put  together  a 

cutting  move  Tor  half  an  hour, 

when  Hone's  cross  from  the 
right  was  met  by  a   header 

from  RammelL  making  his 
home  debut  and  Given  had  to 
make  a   sliarp  save. 

Until  then  Given's  involve- ment had  been  confined  to 
nonchalantly  tipping  over  a 
half-liearted  volley  from  Hails 
after  Marsh's  free-kick  had 
been  only  partially  cleared. 
Sunderland,  with  only  one 

defeat  in  tlielr  previous  eight 
matches,  were  no  more  im- 

pressive in  the  first  half,  and 
Scott  went  close  to  breaking 
the  deadlock  for  Southend  in 
the  35th  minute.  He  exchanged 
passes  with  Ball  before  putting 
in  a   firm  left-foot  drive  which 
Royce  did  well  to  save. 
Sunderland  appeared  the 

more  comfortable  side  in  the 
second  half  and  took  the  lead 
in  the  53rd  minute  with  a 

Scott  penalty.  Phil  Gray's shot  was  saved  by  Royce  but 
then  Dublin  was  penalised  for 

bringing  down  Howey.  Sun- derland do  not  count  their 
penalties  until  they  have 
hatched  —   they  had  missed 
six  out  of  nine  this  season  — 
but  this  time  Scott  stroked 
the  ball  past  Royce  for  his 
fifth  goal  of  the  season. 
Sunderland  almost  scored 

again  in  the  75th  minute 
when  Howey  hit  the  bar.  and 
from  the  rebound  Michael 

Gray  had  a   left-foot  shot  bril- 
liantly saved  by  Royce. 

Five  minutes  later  Bridges 

replaced  Howey  and  the  17- 
year-old  showed  a   glimpse  of 
his  immense  promise  when 
he  dummied  the  goalkeeper 
before  scoring. 
Soutliaiiiti  Royce:  Horn.  Barness.  Dublin 
iRogtx,  7 Drum.  Bentley.  GridetoL  Marsh. 
Byrne.  Rammed,  Thomson  (Jones.  61). 
Halls. 

Sunderland!  Given.  Kublckl,  Scoli. 
BrocoweH  Ball.  Melville.  Michael  Gray. 
Old.  Kowuy  (Bred gas.  79).  P   Gray.  Agnew 
KnfanHH  G   Barber  (Warwick). 

Branco 

left-back's  challenge;  In  the 
37th  the  roars  broke  out 

again,  this  time  In  earnest 
McCarthy,  resuming  normal 

duties  on  the  right  flank,  drove 
the  ball  low  into  the  middle 
where  three  Leeds  defenders 
were  waiting.  However,  none 
of  them  could  prevent  Naylor 
darting  in  to  prod  Port  Vale 
ahead  with  a   cheeky  shot 

through  Lukic's  legs. 
Leeds  needed  some  bro- mide. Instead  they  brought  on 

Brolin  for  the  second  half,  the 
Swede  replacing  Masinga, 
presumably  in  Ihe  hope  of 
finding  an  alternative  force  to 
the  close-marked  McAllister. 

Certainly  Brolin's  clever switches  of  the  play  soon 

began  to  open  up  channels  for Leeds  which  bad  not  been 
there  before.  This  was  to 

bring  them  a   goal  mid  hope. In  the  61st  minute  Guppy 

found  Mills  in  space  near  the 
16-yard  line  with  the  defence 
retreating,  and  his  shot  went 
just  wide.  Two  minutes  later 

the  scores  were  level.  Brolin's 
cross  from  the  left  hung  teas- 
ingly  in  the  air  and  McAllis- ter met  the  ball  wife  a   looping 
header  past  Mussel  white. 
Port  Vrit:  Mussel nvlii ta;  Hill  (Talbot. 

Bam  Ini.  Grunina,  A spin.  Tankard. 
McCarthy.  Waster.  Porter.  Bogle.  Guppy. 
Naylor  (MRIa.  SB). 

Lueda.  United!  LufcJc;  Radebe,  Beasley. Warner  a   II.  Worthington.  Wallace  [Gray. 

76).  Palmer.  McAIBater,  Deane.  Yeboah. 

Masinga  [Broun.  h-fl. Refereei  P   DurMn  (Portland). 

Gordon  shooting  just  wide. 
Then  Dyer,  Freedman  and 
combined  well  to  create  all 

sorts  of  problems. 
The  Eagles  finally  feathered 

their  nest  10  minutes  after  the 

break.  The  full-back  Ed- 
worthy  lifted  an  up  and  under 
into  six-yard  box,  Ndah 
jumped  with  Grietnink  and, 
under  suspicion  of  a   foul  on 
the  goalkeeper,  headed 
against  the  bar.  But  there  was 
□o  referee's  whistle  and  the Palace  central  defender 
Davies  slammed  the  loose  ball 
into  the  net  from  close  range. 
Fry.  having  already  lost 

Claridge.  on  the  hour  took  off 
his  striking  partner  Francis. 
On  came  Otto,  briefed  to  pro- 

duce a   piece  of  his  unpredict- 
able magic.  It  was  a   desperate 

last  throw. 
Cryotml  Palwwi  Martyn:  Edworlftjr. 
Davies.  Roberts.  Andersen.  Gordon. 
HopHn.  Houghton.  Freedman.  Dyer,  Ndab. 

Birmingham;  Grtemlflk.'  Poole  (Foreyin. 
Mmln).  Breen.  Johnson.  Fraln.  Hunt 
Edwards.  Samways.  Bowen.  Franc  la  (Otto. 

Ml.  Bull. 
HatwM.  e   Baines  (Ctwswiialtf). 

Thomas  on  top . . .   the  28-year-old  celebrates  his  goal  at  Blackburn  and  will  be  hoping  to  repeat  the  trick  tonight  tom  jennns 

Doubts  clearing  as  Liverpool 
give  Thomas  run  of  Anfield 
Chariton  must  beware  the  midfielder  with  a 

line  in  vital-goals,  writes  Cynthia  Bateman 

WHEREAS  Ian  Rush 

has  announce
d  

be 

is  to  leave  Liver- 
pool after  they 

refused  to  offer  him  fee  two- 
year  deal  he  was  seeking, 

Michael  Thomas’s
  

recent  per- formances have  persuade
d 

Roy  Evans  to  increase
  

his 

offer  to  fee  28-year-o
ld  

mid- fielder to  two  years. 

But  If  Liverpool  had  hoped 
Thomas  would  snatch  their 
hands  off  they  have  been  dis- 

appointed, and  the  player 
remains  on  the  week-to-week 
arrangement  he  has  had  since 
his  contract  finished  in  fee  I 
summer. 
"We  hope  to  get  something 

sorted  out  this  week,”  the  man- 
ager said  yesterday.  “Michael knows  we  want  him  to  stay, 

and  that  is  half  fee  battle.  I 

am  optimistic  he  will  sign." But  Thomas  wants  to  be 

sure  Liverpool  can  offer  him 

first-team  football.  “This  is  ef- 
fectively going  to  be  fee  last 

contract  1   sign,"  he  said.  “If  I am  in  the  team  then  I'd  like  to 
stay.  If  I'm  not  then  I've  got  to 

consider  my  future." In  cracking  form  at  the  mo- 
ment Thomas  has  taken  ad- 

vantage of  Jamie  Redknapp's 

absence  tluough  injury  to  win 
back  a   regular  place,  with  12 
consecutive  appearances  and 
the  decisive  goal  against 
Blackburn  last  Saturday. 

His  dilemma  is  that  in  the 
past  Redknapp  has  always 
been  picked  ahead  of  him, 
and  for  the  first  time  since 
sustaining  hamstring  trouble 

in  England's  match  against Switzerland  three  months  ago 

Redknapp  is  back  in  the 

squad  for  tonight’s  fifth- round  FA  Cup  tie  at  home  to 

Charlton. Once  Redknapp  is  fully 
match-fit,  Thomas  fears  he 
may  again  find  himself  on  fee 
sidelines,  although  another 
possibility  is  feat  he  might 
eventually  take  over  fee  mid- , 

field  partnership  with  Red- 
knapp from  John  Barnes,  who will  be  33  this  year. 

Liverpool  are  unbeaten 
since  Thomas  returned  with 

an  Impressive  performance  In 
fee  victory  against  Manches- 

ter United  just  before  Christ- mas which  won  him  fee  Man 
of  the  Match  award. On  Saturday  his  goal  kept 

Liverpool  pushing  the  Pre- miership leaders,  and  the 
First  Division  promotion  con- 

|   tenders  Charlton  will  be aware  that,  when  Thomas 
scores,  his  goals  tend  to 
change  the  course  of  history. 
The  most  famous  one,  of 

course,  came  from  the  last  kids 
of  fee  match  when  he  played 

for  Arsenal  at  Anfield  to  deary 

Liverpool  the  Double  in  1989.  It 
seemed  unlikely  feat  he  would 

dare  show  his  lace  on  Mersey- 
side again,  but  in  December 

1991  Graeme  Socmess  signed  : 
him  far  £1.5  million,  and  his 

next  goal  at  Anfield  put  Liver- 
pool through  to  the  sixth round  of  the  FA  Cup. 

They  went  on  to  compete  in 
the  final  and  it  was  his  goal 
which  opened  the  scoring 

against  a   disappointing  Sun- 

derland, who  lost  3-0. It  seemed  then  feat  nothing 

could  stop  Thomas's  glitter- 
ing career,  from  captain  of 

England  Schoolboys  to  High- bury trainee,  and  via  youth, 
Under-19,  Under-21  and  B 
honours  to  two  full  caps.  He 

expected  to  become  an  Eng- 
land regular  and  win  more 

medals  to  add  to  his  two 

championships  and  a   League 

Cup  with  ArsenaL 
Halfway  through  this  sea- son, however,  be  had  started 

only  56  erf  Liverpool's  216 
games  since  he  signed.  'T  had two  years  of  injuries  after 

coming  to  Liverpool,"  he  said. “But  then  last  season  I   was  fit 

|   but  only  got  a   game  now  and 

again. 

"But  I   have  never  lost  belief 
in  myself-  I   know  Tm  good 

enough  to  hold  down  a   regu- 
lar place.  I'm  in  my  prime 

tvow  so  I   don’t  want  to  be  sit- 
ting in  the  reserves.  But  if  I 

can  keep  playing  like  I   am  at the  moment  then  surely  the 

manager  can't  leave  me  out" Thomas  made  himself 
available  to  other  clubs  after 
Liverpool  offered  him  only  a 

one-year  deal  last  summer. 
Surprisingly  only  one  dub. 
Atalanta  of  Italy,  made  a   firm 
bid,  their  offer  of  £750,000  less 

than  half  Liverpool's 
valuation. 

Serie  A’s  Torino  aresaid  to 

be  interested  now,  and  after 
the  Bosnian  ruling  Thomas 
could  move  abroad  as  a   free 
agent.  “It’s  no  good  me  com- 

ing in  and  doing  well  and 

then  being  left  out"  he  said. 
‘Tve  been  the  scapegoat  In 

the  past” 

But  Evans  said  yesterday; 
“Michael  has  worked  hard 

since  he  has  been  in' fee  team and  done  really  well  for  us. 

We  are  awaiting  his  reply." 
Looking  towards  the  next 

generation,  Liverpool  have 
their  eye  on  Lee  Bowyer, 

Charlton's  19-year-old  mid- fielder. Against  Thomas 
tonight  he  has  fee  opportunity 

of  a   90-minute  master  class. 

Job  at 
Boro 
U   ,   n   ftaiti'liia  nmm HOll  HOiffltaOD 

Middlesbrough  yes- 

terday became  the 

first  English  dub  to 
have  two  Brazilians  on  their 
: books  'when  the  Department 

for.  Education  and  Employ- 
ment finally  granted  Branco  a 

work  permit.. :   'Hie  decision  delighted  hi$ 

compatriot  .   Juninho,  already 

at  Middlesbrough,  and  en- 
couraged West  Ham  and  Ever- 

ton,  whose  requests  for  work 

permits  for  Romania's  Die Dumitrescu  and  the  Swiss 

M.arc  Hottiger  have  been 
rejected.  Neither  fulfils  the strict  criteria  laid  down  by 

fee  department  but  nor  does Branco,  and  both  clubs  will 

now  point  to  fee  Brazilian  as 
evidence  that  the  rules  can  be 
bent  if  not  broken. 
Part  of  the  stipulation 

regarding  fee  arrival  of  non- European  Union  foreigners  is 
that  they  must  have  played  in 
at  least  75  per  cent  of  their 
country’s  internationals  over 

the  past  two  years.  Yet  the  31- year -old  Branco,  who  has  82 

caps,  has  hardly  featured  for 
his  country  since  the  1994 
World  Cup  final.  However. 
Middlesbrough  successfully 

argued  feat  this  should  be 
overlooked  since  Brazil  sel- dom field  their  fell  team. “The  criteria  are  there  as  a 

guide  and  not  written  in 
stone,"  a   department  spokes- 

woman said  yesterday.  “We look  at  all  available  evidence 

and  treat  each  case  an  its  mer- 

|   its  before  making  a   decision." 

1   Branco  was  due  to  arrive  tn 

Middlesbrough  last  night  and hopes  to  make  his  Premier- 
ship debut  against  Evertxm  on Saturday.  "We  are  getting  a 

world-class  player  whose  best 

years  are  still  ahead  of  him.” said  Middlesbrough’s  man- ager Bryan  Robson,  who 

played  against  Branco  for 
England  in  1984. “The  days  of  saying  feat 

players  are  past  it  at  30  are 
gone..  You  are  now  linking  at 35  before  you  start  to  dip,  and 
he's  only  3L  It’s  a   question  of 
whether  you  have  the  desire, 

fitness  and  experience.” 
•   Rangers  appear  close  to 
signing  the.  25-year-old  Dan- ish striker  Erik  Bo  Andersen 

from  Aalborg  in  a   £1.4  million 
deal 

.   •   David  Foot  writes, :   Bristol 

Rovers  fans  were  shocked  to 

learn  yesterday  that  the 
club's  manager  John  Ward 

has  turned  down  a   new  two- 
year  contract.  Uncertainty 
over  a   new  home  for  Rovers 
an  Severnside  is  understood 
to  be  a   factor.  But  Ward,  for 

merly  a   No.  2   with  Graham Taylor  at  Aston  Villa,  is  also 

upset  at  fee  terms  of  the  pro- 

posed contract  'It's  less  than I   was  offered  earlier  in  fee 

season,”  he  said. 
Bristol  Rovers'  vice-chair- 

man Geoff  Dunford  said:  “We need  to  know  now  whether 
John  wants  to  stay  or  go.  If  he 
refuses  to  sign,  then  we  may 
have  to  start  looking  around 

for  someone  else." 

Branco . . .   permit  granted 

Results *i0tam  111  z 
Bowen  30.  77 

Soccer 
FA  CUP 

Fifth-round  replay 

Port  Valo  1   LamU  1O1  2 

lu>lc  ’■  Mo- 1 inter  C-»  60 
iL*. r-n  fr io  Li.urpaoi  cr  CnirUont 
ENDSLEiGH  LEAGUE 

First  Division 

Ekmiriey  2   MfflwaO  |l)  1 
P.ivron  t-1  *1  Fuchs  J3 
LnUcIl  6.331 

C   Palm  (1)  3 

Dyer  7.  B3.  Ddvic-%  55 1Z9M 
Luton  Hi  1 
Guenfchev  5   (pen) 

«.eu 

Southend  101  O   Sunderiand  (Oi  2 

5.786  Scott  53  Ipeni.  Bridges  80 

Wot  Brora  >1.  -l Taylor  37 

Second  Division 

OlAacn  (Q)  O 

18.859 

Tlie  Independent  News  and  Reports  Service 

Call  0891  33  77+ 
Arsenal oe Ipswich  Town 19 Sheffield  United 16 

Aston  ViUa il Leeds  United 03 Sheffield  Wed. 14 

Blrm.  City 34 UricoEter  City 35 Southhampton 20 

Black  b*Jm 
21 Liverpool 04 

Stoke  City 
30 

Bolton 
36 Man.  City 02 Sunderland 27 

Brentford 
24 Man.  United 

01 

Tottenham  Hot 07 
Burnley 31 Middlesbrough 23 West  Ham 12 

Chelsea OS MfiDwon 29 Wimbledon 26 

Coventry  City 17 Newcastle  Utd 

16 

Wolves 
37 

Derby  County 

28 

Norwich  City 18 
Cattle 

09 

Everton OS Nottm.  Forest 13 
Rangers 

10 

Hudd.Town 32 OPR 25 •r* 

Bradford  C   (2)  2 

Slallard  7 Jewell  45 
Br+otford  (8)  1 

Grainger  85 

3.446 
Brighten  |0|  O 
4.739 

Bristol  Rm  (I)  1 

Suwait  4 

Oxford  II)  2 
Flush  ir  E8 

BournoraMiBi  (0)  O   Motts  County  (1)  2 
3   191  Dm  un  39.  Hunt  64 

Peterborough  H)  a 

MarUndale  24.  09 
For  on  83 

■rtnm  lOl  t 

Jenson  90 

Mol  C   ID  £ 
K lift  I   37.  49 

York  KD  O 
4.013 

WyeoadM  101  O 

3.670 
Shrewsbury  (21  2 

Stevens  IB.  42 
3745 

Stockport  (0)  1 Armstrong  67 7.711 

Torpov  36 

Hodge  59 

Third  Dhrtstoa 

Barnet  (01  2   ■ 
Cooper  83 
Wilson  7B 
Bray  (0)  2 

Carter  86  (peril 

Jackson  70 
Chaatar  (0)  T 

Richardson  79 

2.001. 

Darflnglon  101  1 

Gaughan  S3 Eaotar  (11 1 

□aval  39 

L   Orient  (0)0 

3374 

PToaton  (1)  2 

ADUnson  5 

Seville  05 

9.761 RocMato  |2)  9 WhlrnhjIP  'K  (pen) 

Snuri  45  57 

i.rsi 

Scarborough  111  1 P«l:i  '■>  1 1   ippnl 

I   -.iU 

Cram  (21  2 

Murphy  7.  Edwards  18 Rivers  09 

Blackpool  (0)  1 

Ellis  90 
Walsall  wj  1 

Ughtbouma  90 

3.546 

W4M(D)1 Black  68 3   .BOO 

Torquay  10)  O   Cardiff  (0)  O 

2.004 
SCOTTISH  LEAGUE 

First  Division 

Dondoo  DM  (3)  *   Morton  (01  O 
Brows  tor  10.  19  8.788 

McSwegan  30.  Coyle  60 

Second  Division 

Ayr  lO)  2   Oydo  (1)  1 
Hood  65  Aimand  38 
Sharp!  r»  S3  1,378 

StonhouMunuir  101  O   SHrBug  (01  1 

1.100  Gibson  79 

SEMI-PROFESSIONAL  INTERNA- 
TIONAL: England  4.  Rep  <*  Ireland  0. 

UNIBOMD  LEAGUE]  Premier  DMdnc 
Mattock  6.  Fnckuy  0   PmWgntT  Ogr 
Sacand- round  ruplay:  Raddllte  t. 
Bamtnr  Bridge  3 
BEAZER  HOMES  LEAGUE:  Promfor 
DMmlou!  Gravesend  S   N   2.  VS  Rugby  0 

POKTTNS  LEAGUE:  First  DMriiu  Shell 
Wed  1.  Derby  2 

LEAGUE  OF  WALES!  Flint  2,  Conwy  2. 

Lljnaantffrjld  1.  Barry  1.  CuiK  Querter- 

■M,  second  legi  Etbw  Vale  4,  Caersws 

1   (agg-  6-1). 
TRANSFER:  Steve  WlUams.  Lincoln  to Poier  borough. 

Rugby  Union 

tortbamgitaa  (1)  2 

warburion  38 

Giayson  go Scunthorpe  (0)  O 

Hymrarih  (0)  1 

Logan  64 

Hereford  (1)  X 

Fish  lock  20 
Smith  66 

Uanaia  fij  3 

Carbon  16 AlWwwft  47 

Stuart  73  log) 

Una  field  (1)  1 

Suwon  27 

CIS  INSURANCE  COUNTY  CHJUmOM- 
SHtft  Southern  pend  Bneh  Middlesex 14.  Surrey  18. 

cun  MATCHES:  Maasteg  a.  Llanelli  46: 
Newbridge  20  Ponrypool  12  Pontypridd 
38.  Cross  Keys  5:  Lydney  20.  RAF  &   Car 
ceded:  Cardiff  v   Brtdgond. 

WHO  MfOWBEK  COUPSTTTIOHi  Pool  Cs 
Caerphilly  33.  $   Wales  Police  6. 

Tennis 
ULAN  INDOOR  TOURNAMENT]  First 
round:  F   Ctaeot  (Sp)  br  R   Agent*  (HoJD) 

6-0  7-6.  J   SeraerW:  (NODif  M   S   Bru- 

guera  |Sp>  0-3  0-2  D   Vaoofc  (&)  M   D 

Narqteo  (III  6-3.  1-6.  6-1.  M   Hoes  el 

(Switzl  bt  M   Doifim  (Cl  I   6-2.  6-2  V   KmM- 
idkow  (Hub)  bl  J   SurrUto  (Sp)  7-60-8.  ft-S. 
US  INDOOR  CHAMPIONSHIPS  (Phila- 

delphia! First  routs  T   CiiImwB  iSpi  bl 

FMoJwjcnl  (Br)  fr-2.  7-5.  J   Now*  (C2)  M   A 
Kridwlrw  (US)  6-0. 6-2:  C   Costa  (Sp)  bt  L 
Rau  (Fri  5-7. 6-2,  6-3  Q   Stafford  ISA)  N 

5   Mafitafka  | Japan!  6-2.  6-3  V   Spades 

(IAl  b!  P   Haaihuta  (Nolh)  6-0.  b   ’   M 
Joyce  I'JSI  bt  G   RmeMb  IDB1  6-4.  1-6. 

f-I 

LTA  MEN'S  INDOOR  SATELLITE  MAS- 

TERS (Croydon).  Second  round!  O   Stsa- 

aytdiev  iBufl  M   0   Seta  (ha)  7-6.  6-1.  L 
W gan  (GB)  bl  9   Humphries  I   US)  6-2. 
6-C  M   Rush  (Yen)  H   J   Dfl!0iido  6-3.  7-fl. A   MohardaoM  (GB)  bl  C   Haggard  ($A) 

6-3.  7-4:  J   Alwan  (Swe)  bt  C   Beecher  |GB> 
6-4.  6-4:  D   Sepaford  (GB)  M   V   LluhkD 

(FWl!  7-3  7-5.  A   Oman  (Noth)  bl  G   GaJIro- 
UHll  (III  7-6.  6-3;  I   Hootoorger  (Swltzl  bl 

U   Njvarra  <R)  6-3.  7-6. 
WOMEN’S  CHALLENGER  (Easllnlgh. 
Hampshire)-  Find  round:  A   Korafe  (Ger) 
bt  5   Smith  (GB!  1-3.  7-8.  4-3  ret  C 
Dtoonfci  (Fri  M   M   Mi  It  or  (GB)  8-1.  6-4;  V 
Bum  Puoonol  (Sol  bt  P   Thoron  (Fin) 

6-2.  7-5.  N   Decby  (Fr)  bt  E   Tatarkova 

I   urn  7-5.  6-4.  A-O  Side*  |Fr)  M   H   VHdovo 
reel  1-8.  7-5.  6-1:  4   LMTOVU  (Run)  bt  V 
Buttaon  (Fr)  6-1. 4-«.  6-3;  A   Ofacea  (Pol)  M 
N   Pratt  (Aus)  8-1.  8-1:  I   Demongaut  (Fr) 

bl  H   mate  (Japan)  7-6,  8-4. 

Basketball 
NBA:  Boston  113.  Indiana  122.  Utah  110, 
Phoenix  87:  LA  Lakers  114,  New  York  88; 

Sacramento  78.  Detroit  93. 

Billiards 
EWYttH  oral  CSfflP  (Wigan):  Fink 
round!  P   GHohriot  (Eng)  M   M   Kaftan 
Ibid)  905-372:  a   SotM  |lnd)  bl  A   Savur 

(kid)  91 7-27C  H   WBranan  (Eng)  bl  D   AkoJ- kar  (indiaj  MviiBfc  D   Courier  (Eng)  M   C 

Euertan  (Watesl  651-387.  S   Aigarwal  (In- 
dia) bl  S   Amamalh  (India)  B57-430;  D 

SMHMon  (Scot]  bt  E   Hughes  (Ire)  70R-416. 

Cricket 
WILLS  WORLD  COP:  Group  Eh  Folaali 

Indi  NZ  276-6  (R  G   Trass  92.  C   M   Spear- 

man 7B).  UAE 107-0.  NZ  won  by  109  runs. 
Panne  Konya  134  (Strang  5-21).  Zimba- bwe 137-6  Zimbabwe  won  by  five  wickets. 

RSD  STRIPE  dtPi  Charinfewa,  HiwfaE 

Leewar**  295  and  175.  Trinidad  and 

Totnga  317  and  156-1  (A  Baiurun  rone,  p 
Stmmons  Mi»)  TmUdod  and  Tobago  won 

by  nine  wkdists. 
Ice  Hockey 
NHU  Winnipeg  4,  Los  Angelos  ft  Color* da  ̂ 
3   Anaheim  i   San  Joss  7.  Montreal  4.  i 

Fixtures 

Snooker 
NUROKAN  OPEN  (Malta).  Phut  round: 
D   Mraga*  (Wales)  bl  K   Payne  (Eng)  5-8,  J 
Parrott  (Eng)  bl  C   Scanlon  (Enqj  5-a  % 

Hendry  iScoll  M   N   Foukb  (Eng)  5-1:  JC 
Doherty  lire!  M   M   Gam  Midi  (Scoli  S-ft  j 

£.*  ill  Mil  (H  0   Poe  (Eng)  5-J 

(7  30  unless  etnudj 

Soccer  . 
PA  Ctlpi  Firth  round:  Liverpool  v   Chad- 

ian (7.45).  Notim  Forest  v   Tottenham  (746). 
Fifth-round  raplayra  Southampton  v 
Swindon;  Wimbledon  v   Hudderslleld 
17.45),  ctwtaa  v   Grimsby  (7.45). 
FA  CARLING  PREMIERSHIP:  As  Ion  VWa v   Blackburn  (7  AS). 

ENDSLBGH  LBAQUEr  M   DMshMu 
Leicester  v   Derby  (7A6):  Norwich  v   Shed 

UW  (7 AS):  Stoke  v   Wolford  (7.45). SCOTTISH  LEAGUE:  fM  Dhrtehuu 

Dunlormilno  v   31  Johnstone.  Third  Dhr- 
lilorv  Albion  v   Caledonian  T:  Cowden- 
boam  v   Uvlnpaton 
UMBOHD  LEAGUE:  Praidter  DfuMora 

Droytsdan  v   Cotwyn  Bay.  First  Dtetelora 
Leigh  v   Fleetwood.  ChaDenge  cupi 
ThArd-nuaid  roptajp  Boston  Uld  v   Qatee- 

ley.  Fourth-round  replay:  Accrington 

Stanley  v   Leek  Tn JOB  LEAGUE:  Praralar  DMdnr  MoJe- 
aay  v   St  Albans  (7  45).  Cudton  Trophy: 
Fourth  round:  Weaklatona  v   Hwqertwf 

Tn.    

BEAZER  HOMES  LEAGUE  Premier 

Dtetelora  Salisbury  v   Newport  AFC.  Bad- 
land OMrioru  Dudley  Tn  v   Bridgnorth  Tn; 

Paget  Rngra  «   Reddhch  UW.  TouViam 
Dtetelora  Clnderford  To  *   Trowbridge  Tn. 

H-W  COUNTIES  LPAQ1BI-  Rm  Dfv 
fadem  Si  Helens  Tn  v   Maine  Rood. 

FEDERATION  BREWERV  NORTHiaw 

LEAGUE:  Phut  Otetrign.  Bodlmgton  Ter- 
riers v   Murton.  Croak  Tn  v   Stockton;  Ep- 

ptetan  CW  v   Ferryhill  Aft.  Northern 
Lrague  Capr  Fourth  roofed:  BUlinghem 
Tn  v   Durham  C:  Seeham  RS  «   South 
Shields:  WMtby  Tn  v   Consatt. 

NORTHERN  COUMTKB  EASTLEAOUBi 
Cite  Fourth  round:  Duett  ey  v   AslfMd 

Uld. 
POHTTHS  LEAGUE  (7.0c  Fhat  Dtetekac 
Bontm  *   Leeds:  Otdbam  v   Wo  hrem  amp  ton: 
Noth  Co  v   Eyerton  Soeond  Dtetelora 

Burnley  v   Blackpool  (7.15);  Preston  w 
Bradford  C.  Third  Dtetetam  Doncasnr  » 

ChesurlMd:  Rochdala  *   Wlgtuv  Ecun- 
tnorpe  v   Stockport  shrowsbtry  v   Lincoln; 
Wrexham  v   DarUngton. 
AVON  INSURANCE  COHEINATIONi Flrot  Drriaiara  C   Palace  ¥   Ipewidl  (7.0); 

Oxford  Uld  v   Brighton:  wtmHwlon  v   Tot- 
tenham 12.O):  Ponsmoun  v   Bristol  Rvrs 

(7.0)  Sooond  Dtetelora  Cardiff  v   Chelten- ham: Baft  v   Birmingham. 

LEAGUE  OF  WAUttc  Ton  Pontra  y   Atm 

Udo. 

SPRIMQHEATH  PRINT  CAPITAL 
LEAGUE:  Gillingham  v   West  Ham  UW 

(2.0).  DoriiB  Prorldonfa  Cup  Third rau«B  Brentford  v   Fulham  (30);  L   Orient  w 

Northampton  rJ3f.  Wokingham  Tn  v   South- 

end  UW.   

U-i  8   DfTERMATKJIlAL:  Franco  v   Eng- 

land (Parte.  7 AS).  ■ 

Rugby  Union 
REPRESENTATIVE  HATCHES!  Com- 

bined London  OB  «   Kara  (NalWen  Ground, 

Beckenham):  Glasgow  U-19  v   Edinburgh 
U-19(7  0.  Ayr). 

CUB  MATOMHfc  Cambridge  Unlv  v   And- 
AssaaMns  (301:  Oxford  Unte  v   Oxfordshire 

(7.16);  Bl  Britt  oath  v   Royal  Navy. 

Basketball EUROPEAN  CHAMPWKSHBF:  Rueeta  v 

England  tSJ)). 

•   JR  Reid  of  the  New  York  Knttks  was 
suspended  lor  two  games  wlftoul  pay  and 

Dried  *10.000  by  die  National  Basketball 
Association  for  liagrantty  efOowwo  Pnoe- 

nix's  A.C  Green  In  toe  mouth.  'Thte  was 

very  much  comparable  to  a   punch,"  Rod Thom,  the  NBA's  vtce-prosMent  of  opera- Nona,  said  alter  announcing  toe  penalty. 

Reid  knocked  out  two  of  Green's  teeth  Ow- 

ing Sunday's  game.  Green  played  (um  aa 
seconds  in  Phoenix's  no-87  toss  el  Utah 
on  Monday  night  stretching  his  ctmeeu- 
ihre  games  streak  alive  to  786.  The  league 
record  £*  909  la  held  By  Randy  Smith. 

"It'S  an.  unfortunate  incident."  the 

Knickd  president  Ernie  Grunfeto  sold.  ~We don't  condone  tola  type  of  behavior.  J   R 

feels  badly  about  IL  The  league  made  Its 

ruling  ™i  "Wl1  neve  to  lira  with  ft."  Die Arts  uid  tespeneton  were  the  affinal  pen- 

alty hi  NBA  history  lor  throwing  an  elbow. 
ReM  mskee  J2.6  mtiuon;  ms  mw  and  tost 

pay  will  cost  Mm  574,000. •   The  Scoitiah  Sports  Council  has 

launched  a   gram  programme  caCad  World 

does  Scotland  to  help  athlete  with  train- ing costs.  National  bodies  have  been 
asked  to  nominate  Scotoen  parformera  tor 

selected  awards  ' or  between  tS.000  end 
Cl  0. 000.  which  win  be  announced  next month, 

•   An  toftifoM  On  the  Kent  cricketer  Denny 
Keffenor,  who  was  found  dead  at  h*  home 
near  BexMyheato  In  December,  wUl  be 

hoto  «   Croydon  Gardner's  Court  on  March 

1Z. 

Sport  in  brief 

Snooker Stephen  Hendry  showed  feat 

his  surprise  second-round  de- 
:   feat  in  last  week’s  Interna- tional Open  was  merely  an  off 
day  by  convincingly  beating 
Neal  Foulds  5-1  to  reach  fee last  16  of  fee  European  Open 

in  Malta  yesterday,  writes 
Clive  Everton. 'fiie  world  champion,  at- 

tempting to  win  fee  tourna- ment for  fee  third  year  in 
succession,  required  only  80 
minutes  to  complete  victory, 
thanks  largely  to  breaks  of  57. 

88.  96  and  118. 
Athletics 
Donovan  Bailey's  50  metres 
world  record  performance  at 
I   the  Reno  Air  Games  this 
month  is  to  be  submitted  to 
fee  IAAF  for  ratification.  The Canadian’s  time  of  5.56sec  on 
February  9   had  been  ques- 

tioned but  a   television  slow- 
motion  replay  shows  Bailey 
was  not  moving  before  the 
gun  sounded, 

China's  Sun  Calyun  cleared 

i   4.28m  to  break  her  own  in- 
door pole  vault  world  record 

Of  4.27m  In  Tianjin. 
Golf 
The  PGA  European  Tour  has announced  a   new  tourna- ment the  Okl  Pro-Am,  to  be 

played  at  La  Moreleja  in  Ma- 
drid from  October  10-13. 
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SPORTS  NEWS  IS WORLD  CUP  CRICKET 

Group  As  India  v   Australia 

Waugh  silences  India’s  big  guns 
Derek  Qnmdy  In  Bombay 

IT  HAD  been  billed  as  Ten- 
dulkar v   Warne,  but  in 

the  event  the  first  genu- 
ine heavyweight  contest 

of  the  World  Cup  turned  out 
to  be  a   gripping  Tendulkar  v 
Waugh.  Mark,  affair. 
And  nobody  In  the  40,000 

crowd  that  packed  in  for  the 

Wankhede  Stadium's  first 
day-night  match  was  asking 
for  a   refund,  after  a   chance, 
less  126  by  Waugh  —   who 
then  dismissed  the  local  hero 
with  a   wide  off-break  —   con- 

demned India  to  a   16-run  de- 

feat Waugh’s  Man  of  the 

AUSTRALIA 
M   E   Waugh  run  out      

‘U  A   Taylor  t   Sflnath 
b   VsnkabpaMy  Haju   

n   T   Pwittng  c   Manp*kftr 
b   Venkaiapattiy  Raju 

S   ft  Waugh  run  out   
S   Q   Law  cab  Kumbla        
M   G   Sevan  run  out   
S   Lee  run  oui         

T>  A   Mealy  c   Kumble 
b   Venkaiesfl  Prasad       — 

S   K   Wame  c   Adwruddln 
b   VenfcaMsfi  Prasad     

□   W   Flaming  run  out  .   -     ..... 
G   □   McGrath  nor  out     

Extras  riba.  »2.  nW)   .... 

Total  (50  overs)       158 
FaB  of  wfcfaetB  100,  140.  167.  232.  237. 
3W.  258.  ZSB.  2Sa 

BmAw  RrabhaKar  10-0- 55-0;  Srlnsth 
10-t-Sl-Q:  Vonkatesn  Prasad  10-0-49-2; 
Kumble  10-V-47-1.  Venkatopathy  Ha|u 
10-0-48-2. 

INDIA 

A   0   4ads)a  tbw  b   Fleming      1 
S   n   Tenduhar  st  Mealy  b   M   E   Waugh  BO 
V   G   Kantrfl  b   Flaming       O 
'U  Arluruddln  b   Flaming     10 
8   V   Man|retiw  c   Mealy  b   S   R   Waugh  02 
M   PiaBhakor  run  mil         3 

TN  R   Mongla  c   Taylor  b   Wame     27 
A   R   KumUa  b   Fleming     17 
J   Srlnaih  c   Lae  b   Fleming     7 
Venkateeb  Prasad  c   Bevan 
HSR  Waugn           O 

Vonkaupathy  Ra)u  not  oui     a 
Extras  (b5.lb8.wd.  nbl)     22 

    242 Total  ftaoveie).. 
FaB  at  wteksfr.  7.  7.  70.  143.  147.  201. 

205.  234.  23?. 
Bowline:  McGrath  &- 3-48-0.  Flaming 
9-0-36-5:  Wame  10-1-58-1:  L«e  3-0-23-0; 

M   E   WWiglh  10-0-44-1;  Bevan  5-0-28-01 S 

R   Waugh  3-0-23-2. AuilnMi  wan  by  18  now. 

Match  performance  left  India 
facing  an  awkward  quarter- 

final against  either  South  Af- 
rica or  Pakistan. 

A   game  of  dramatic  fluctua- 
tions and  surprises  —   any 

day  when  Indian  fielding  pro- 
duces five  run-outs  must 

count  as  extraordinary  — 
ended  with  the  last  ball  of  the 
48th  over  when  Damien  Flem- 

ing claimed  his  fifth  wicket 
by  bowling  Anil  Kumble  for 
17,  with  India  mustering  242 

in  reply  to  Australia's  258. For  a   while  it  had  seemed 
that  Sachin  Tendulkar  would 
win  the  match  off  his  own  bat 
Undaunted  by  the  fall  of  his 
first  two  partners  in  the  open- 

ing six  overs  he  rode  his  luck 

in  a   daring  innings  of  90, 
smacked  off  84  bails  with  14 
fours  and  a   six. 

Wame  was  the  only  bowler 
to  command  any  respect  from 

Tendulkar;  there  was  a   suspi- 
cion that  the  prodigy  did  not 

always  “pick”  Wame,  who 
took  only  one  wicket  but 
turned  the  ball  prodigiously 
and  applied  the  screws  with 
ID  overs  for  only  28  runs. 

When  Tendulkar  was  even- 
tually stumped  with  the  score 

on  148,  chasing  the  wide  one 
from  Waugh,  he  and  Sanjay 

Manjrekar  had  added  72  in  16 
overs  for  the  fourth  wicket 
Home  hopes  dipped  as 

Manoj  Prabhakar  again  did 
not  fit  the  role  of  a   No.  6.  but 

Manjrekar  and  the  little 
wicketkeeper  Nayazi  Mongia, 
who  made  an  impish  27  as  the 
pair  added  54  in  10  overs, 
refused  to  concede  defeat. 

India  were  always  strug- 
gling when  Manjrekar,  the 

last  recognised  batsmen,  was 
seventh  out  with  54  runs 
wanted  and  52  balls  available. 
But  even  when  the  ninth 
wicket  fell  off  the  first  ball  of  ; 
the  47th  over  on  231.  the 

result  was  by  no  means  cer- 
tain until  Fleming  capped  his 

World  Cup  debut  with  a   good 
one  to  bowl  Kumble. 
Australia  perhaps  should 

not  even  have  been  within 
range.  Having  won  the  toss, 
Mark  Taylor  launched,  the 
Australia  innings  superbly 
with  a   stand  of  103  with  Mark 

Waugh  In  22  overs. 
Taylor,  who  biffed  the  ball 

heartily  off  the  back  foot  to 
score  59  off  73  balls,  took  foe 
bulk  of  the  strike  while 
Waugh  batted  as  if  the  plan 
was  for  him  to  stick  around. 
Even  while  seven  fielders 

were  confined  to  the  circle, 
Waugh  never  tried  to  loft  the 
balL  With  nimble  footwork  he 
was  always  poised  to  find  the 
gaps  with  caressing  strokes, 
and  even  later  when,  he  hit 
the  ball  high  it  was  only  to 
strike  his  three  sixes. 
With  a   big  total  on  offer 

Australia  could  only  make 
258.  because  once  Waugh  was 
run  out  for  126  off  135  balls 
they  went  for  some  suicidal 
runs  in  the  final  five  overs, 

during  which  they  lost  a   fur- 
ther six  wickets  for  25  runs. 

The  India  bowling  cm  a 

pitch  of  variable  pace  —   being 
used  for  the  first  time  —   was 
pretty  plain  and  not  always 
accurate.  But  by  their  stan- 

dards foe  Indians  fielded  su- 
perbly and  took  every  chance 

that  came  their  way.  Manjre- 
kar's  one-handed  catch  at 

backward  point  from  a   sear- 
ing square  cut  by  Ricky  Pout- 
ing being  quite  outstanding. Masterstroke . . .   Tendulkar  lets  fly  dating:  his  brilliant  innings  of  90  against  Australia PHOTOGRAPH:  SHAUN  BOTTERBJ, 

Zimbabwe’s  Strang  arm 
destroys  African  rivals 

FIGHTING  broke  out  in  the crowd  at  the  all-Africa 
match  in  Patna  but  there 
were  few  alarms  on  the  field 
as  Zimbabwe  exerted  their 

Test-playing  authority  in 
beating  Kenya. 
Kenya  were  dismissed  for 

134  with  two  balls  of  their  50 
overs  remaining,  and  although 
Zimbabwe  made  heavy 
weather  of  foe  chase  they 
eventually  won  by  five  wickets 
with  7.4  overs  remaining. 

Sent  in  to  bat,  Kenya  col- 
lapsed after  a   steady  start  saw 

them  reach  60  for  one.  Four 
wickets  fell  in  the  space  of 
seven  runs  and  32  balls  and 

then  the  leg-spinner  Paul 
Strang  took  all  the  remaining 
wickets  to  end  with  a   career- 
best  five  for  21  in  9.4  overs. 

"I  was  lucky  today."  Strang 
said.  "I  bowled  some  loose 
stuff  early  on  and  I   could 
have  gone  all  over  foe  park. 
And  then  when  they  did  try  to 
play  some  big  shots  they  got 

out “I  love  the  wickets  here.  It 
turns  and  bounces  a   lot  more 

on  the  pitches  here." The  opener  Deepak  Chuda- 
sama  (34V  and  foe  captain 
Maurice  Odum  be  (30)  were 

the  major  contributors  to  Ke- 
nya's score.  Zimbabwe  were 

Rugby  Union 

given  a   strong  start  by  Andy 
Waller  (30  off  32  balls)  and 
Andy  Flower  (45)  but  then  fell 
to  113  for  five. 
New  Zealand  crushed  foe 

United  Arab  Emirates  by  109 

runs  in  the  day's  other  game. In  Faisslabad.  to  clinch  a 

place  in  the  quarter-finals. 
Roger  Tivose.  foe  Devonian 

turned  New  Zealander,  nar- 
rowly misled  out  on  his 

maiden  one-day  international 
century.  The  former  War- 

wickshire left-hander  made  92 
off  112  balls. 

Craig  Spearman  scored  a 
forceful  78  from  77  balls  to 
help  New  Zealand  pile  up  an 
unbeatable  276  for  eight  in  an 
innings  reduced  to  47  overs 
after  mist  delayed  foe  start. 
Johanne  Samarsekera.  bat- 

ting at  No.  9.  made  a   vain  but 
valiant  unbeaten  47  from  59 
balls  as  foe  UAE  struggled  to 
167  for  nine. 

GROUP  A P VV L T   Nr  Pt> 

RH 

Srf  Lanka  . 
3 3 a 0 0 6 1   63 

Aiwrili  ,   . 3 I D 0 4 1.13 

India  ...  .   .. 3 s 1 0 a 4 
U.W 

Wait  Indie* 3 1 2 D a 2 aso 

Bmtalnw 3 1 2 0 D 3 

-a  63 

Kenya  .. 
3 0 3 0 0 u 

-1  S4 

GROUP  B P VV L T   Nr  Pts RR 
South  Africa 3 3 a 0 0 6 

2.11 Hew  Zoofamd 4 1 i 0 Q 6 094 

PdiMw   r 3 a a 0 4 

2.42 
England 

4 2 3 0 0 4 

0.14 Holland  .     3 u 3 a 0 0 

-1  9E 

UAE    4 0 4 0 0 0 

■2  53 

Players  caught  up  in  cola  war 
Mike  Selvey  reports  on  the  commercial 

conflict  fizzing  over  at  the  World  Cup 

7 ■HE  two  great  cola 
companies  of  the 
world  have  been  at  log- 

gerheads for  decades, 

locked  Into  perhaps  the 
deadliest  rivalry  in  corpo- 

rate history.  Now  the  battle 

between  "the  real  thing” and  the  one  claimed  to 

make  its  imbibers  "come 
alive”  has  spilled  over  into 
the  World  Cup;  with  some 

high-profile  players  caught 
in  no  man's  land  between 
an  official  sponsor  and  a 

personal  one. Coca-Cola  bas  contrib- 
uted millions  of  dollars  to 

become  an  official  sponsor 
of  the  competition  and  has 
launched  a   massive  cam- 

paign involving  television 
and  newspaper  promotions, 
prominent  and  extensive 
peripheral  advertising, 
huge  inflatable  bottles  hov- 

ering over  the  cricket 
grounds,  and  novelty  carts 
in  the  shape  of  the  trade- 

mark bottle  wheeled  on  for 
the  drinks  intervals. 

Bnt  its  rival  Pepsi-Cola 
has  mounted  a   counter- 

attack with  a   series  of  TV 
advertisements  featuring 

leading  players  such  as  Wa- 
slm  Akram,  Sachin  Tendul- 

kar, Mohammad  Azfaarud- din,  Courtney  Walsh,  Ian 
Bishop  and  Dominic  Cork 
as  well  as  the  English  um- 

pire Dickie  Bird.  This  has 
led  to  the  conflict  of 
interest. 
During  the  drinks  breaks 

in  India’s  match  against 
Australia  yesterday  It  was 
noticeable  that  Tendnlkar 
—   the  highest  earner  in  the 

game,  thanks  among  other 
ventures  to  a   contract  with 
Pepsi  reportedly  worth 
about  $8  million  (£5.2  mil- 

lion) —   and  the  India  cap- 
tain Azharuddin  were  care- 

ful to  dissociate  themselves 
from  the  official  sponsor, 

taking  their  refreshment 
some  way  from  the  cart. 

Earlier  In  the  week  Wa- 
sim,  the  Pakistan  captain, 
had  been  forced  to  ask  the 

competition  organiser  Pil- 
com,  Orient  Advertising 
and  the  Pakistan  Television 

Corporation  to  remove  un- 

authorised shots  of  him 

from  a   promotional  video of  an  official  World  Cup 

song,  the  showing  of  which 
infringes  the  terms  of  his 
contract  with  Pepsi  which 
lasts  until  the  end  of  next 

year. 

“The  use  of  the  song,” 

said  Wasim,  “not  only  en- 
dangers my  contract  but 

jeopardises  my  credibility 
in  the  eyes  of  the  general 
public.  As  such  I   do  not 
want  to  associate  myself 
with  Coca-Cola  in  any 

way." 

Once  Pepsi  realised  that 
its  rival  had  paid  $3.7  mil- lion to  become  an  official 

sponsor,  a   riposte  was  al- most inevitable  and  few 

stones  have  been  left  un- 
turned in  an  attempt  to 

make  capital,  with  board- ings outside  the  grounds 
and  the  distribution  of 
T-shirts  to  the  crowd. 

Most  damaging  of  all. 

Pepsi  launched  a   TV  adver- 
tising counter-campaign  in 

which  the  contracted  per- 
sonalities are  offered  the 

official  drink  but  shake 
their  heads  in  disgust, 

accepting  their  Pepsi  in- stead and  uttering  the  pay- 
off line:  “Pepsi:  nothing 

official  about  It." A   complaint  by  Coca-Cola 
to  Pilcom,  about  the  activi- ties around  the  grounds  in 

particular,  has  met  with  lit- 
tle success,  as  the  organis- ers concede  reluctantly 

that  there  is  little  they  can 
do  about  it. 

In  truth  there  were  al- 
ways going  to  be  conflicts of  interest  once  teams 

began  to  take  on  board 
their  own  official  sponsors 
and  as  the  marketability  of 
players  increased.  England, 
for  example,  have  their own  deal  with  Tetley  but 

like  all  teams  In  the  tourna- 
ment must  not  wear  any 

other  logo  than  that  of  the 
main  tournament  sponsor. Wills. 

It  is  a   situation'  that  Tet- 
ley accept  with  reluctance. In  the  cola  war,  however, 

the  participation  of  Cork  in the  rival  campaign, 

whether  through  his  own 

agent  or  as  part  of  a   team 

pool,  raises  the  sort  of  ethi- cal as  well  as  contractual 
problems  that  the  Test  and 
Connty  Cricket  Board 
might  have  foreseen  and 
which  it  and  perhaps  the 
ICC  must  address  properly 
before  the  next  World  Cup. 

Rugby  League 

Jones  the  medic  is  a   tonic  for  Wales 
t^yid  Plummer  on  the  rapid  rise  of  the 
flanfcpr  with  a   big  Saturday  job  in  Dublin 

* 

SIX.  weeks  ago  Gwyn 
Jones  was  a   name  lit- 

tle (known  in  rugby 

circles  outside  Wales. 

When  he  made  his  interna- 
tional debut  against  Italy  in 

January  foe  photographs  sent 
out  to  foe  media  bore  foe  cap- 

tion "Rhodri  Jones". There  is  a   Rhodri  Jones 

playing  first-class  rugby  in 
Wales  —   the  brother  of  foe 

huge  Wales  lock  Denvyn.  that 
Rhodri  packs  down  in  the 
back  five  for  Aberavon  —   but 
after  three  impressive  inter- 

nationals against  Italy.  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  nobody 

calls  Rhodri  Gwyn  Jones 

"Rhodri  Jones"  any  more. 
Jones  ts  a   traditional  break- 

away flanker  In  the  Josh 

Kronfeld  mould  but  he  is 
more  resolute  in  defence  than 
the  New  Zealander.  At  6ft  and 
15  stone  he  is  small  alongside 
some  of  foe  brutes  in  present- 
day  international  back  rows, 
but  bis  primary  asset  is  not  so 

much  his  pace  as  his  anticipa- 
tion. his  ability  to  materialise 

at  crucial  moments  In  defence 
as  well  as  attack.  Now  that 
Wales  have  rediscovered  foe 
virtues  of  width.  Jones  is  an 
unassuming  but  essential  cog 

In  his  side's  game  plan. 
He  is  a   throwback  in  an- 

other way.  In  an  era  of  full- 
time players,  the  23-year-old 

is  a   fourth  year  student  at  the 
University  of  Wales  College  of 
Medicine,  sitting  exams  every 
two  months  and  due  to  take 

his  finals  in  the  summer  of 
1997  when  foe  Lions  will  be 
touring  South  Africa  on  their 
first  professional  tour. Jones  is  following  his 

parents  into  medicine  —   Alun 
and  Esyllt  Jones  are  both  GPs 
in  Swansea  —   but  recognises 
that  he  will  probably  have  to 
make  a   choice  between  his 
career  off  the  field  and  rugby. 

"It  Is  not  a   question  of 
money."  he  said.  “Medicine  is 
not  a   badly  paid  profession 
and  rugby  does  not  compare 
in  terms  of  potential  income.  I 
am  having  foe  best  of  both 
worlds  at  the  moment  and.  as 

long  as  ray  studies  last,  there 

is  no  question  off  my  becom- 
ing a   full-time  rugby  player. 

“Making  money  as  a   rugby 

player  has  never  been  some- thing which  has  concerned 
me.  The  reason  I   play  Is  be- 

cause I   enjoy  the  game, 

though  I   supjjose  l   was  not 

saying  that  last  season  after 
being  sidelined  for  nine 
months  following  a   shoulder 

operation. "Wlie re  trying  to  combine  a 
career  in  medicine  and  rugby 
could  be  difficult  is  if  ail  the 

top  players  become  profes- 
sional. Trying  to  compete  as  a 

part-tuner,  both  in  terms  of 
competing  against  your  rivals 
for  a   place  in  the  Wales  team 
and  of  acquitting  yourself 
well  on  the  rugby  field,  would 

undoubtedly  be  difficult. 
Things  are  changing  by  the 
week,  but  so  for  1   can  marry 

the  demands  of  both." It  means  Jones  has  little 
spare  time,  however.  He  lives 
in  Cardiff,  is  currently  gain- 

ing practical  experience  in 
the  Royal  Gwent  Hospital  in 

Newport,  and  travels  to  Llan- elli for  training  twice  a   week 

—   staying  loyal  to  foe  club 
who  stood  by  him  during  his 

i: 

year  out  with  injury,  even 
though  a   club  in  east  Wales 
would  be  more  convenient 

"I  could  never  leave  Llan- 

elli.” said  Jones.  "They  have 
been  tremendous  to  me  and  I 
want  to  repay  the  loyalty  and 

foith  they  showed  in  me.  I   feel 
part  of  foe  dub,  and  more 
than  any  other  team  In  Wales 

they  embrace  foe  style  of 
rugby  Wales  have  adopted 
this  season.  I   could  not  Imag- 

ine playing  for  anyone  else." 
Jones  won  his  A   cap  against 

Canada  two  years  ago  having 

risen  through  the  Under-2is, 
but  he  injured  his  shoulder  In 
that  match  and  returned  to 

first-class  action  only  last  Oc- 
tober. Within  weeks  he  was  in 

foe  senior  squad. 
"I  was  amazed  to  be  in- 

cluded. My  priority  this  sea- 
son had  heed  establishing  my- 

self in  the  Llanelli  side  and 
steering  clear  of  u\)urira. 

1 

"I  guess  I   have  -a  lot  to 
thank  Josh  Kronfeld  and  the 
All  Blacks  for.  They  showed 
that  tactics  based  on  support 
and  continuity  could  triumph 
over  the  power  game.  New 
Zealand  were  superb  in  the 

World  Cup  and  we  are  look- 
ing to  recreate  that  dyna- 

mism with  Wales. "We  may  have  lost  oar 

opening  two  matches  but  we created  chances  and  showed 
what  we  are  capable  of. 
Against  Ireland  we  have  to 
move  to  the  next  stage  and 

win,"  
■ 

•   The  20-year-old  Neath  frill- 
back  Richard  Jones  was  yes- 

terday named  to  make  his Wales  A   debut  on  Friday 

against  Ireland  A.  The  former 
Wales  Youth  captain  replaces 

Crispin  Cormack.  with  the  fit- 
again  Mike  Rayer  still  out  of favour.  The  young  Llanelli 
lock  Paul  Jones  will  also 

\ 

Paul  Fitzpatrick 

■■  ■   UL  one  thing  that  now 

I   seems  certain  in  a   com- 

|   plex  situation  Is  that I;  the  Australian  Super 

League  will  . not  start  on  FrL 
day  as  planned.  A   ban  on  the Super  League,  in  the  form  :   of 
an  interim: injunction,  was 
confirmed'  in  Sydney  yester- 

day by  Justice  James  Bur- chett, wtur  had  ruled  foe- 
organisation  illegal  last 

Friday. 

Rupert  Murdoch's  News Corporation,  backer,  of  the 
Super  League,  has  appealed 

for  a   stay  of  proceedings  but 
that  will  not  be  heard  until next  week. 

Ken  Arthurson.  chairman 
of  the  Australian  Rugby 

League,  is  hoping  that  "sanity 
will  now  prevail"  at  a   meet- ing of  clubs  called  for  today. 
Arthurson  wants  ail  20 

clubs,  -those  who  have 
remained  loyal  to  the  ARL 

and  eight  ’'rebel"  Super 
League  clubs,  to  attend,  but 
none  of  the  rebels  were at  an  emergency  meeting 

yesterday: If  that  boycott  were 

repeated  foe  ARL’s  competi- tion.'also  due  to  start  on  Fri- 

day, .would-  be  thrown  into doubt  Arthurson  remains  op- 
timistic. however.  He  said 

that  confusion  had  been  cre- ated in  the  minds  of  the  pub- 
lic but  now  the  matter  had 

been  clarified. 

-   “I  think  once  we  get 

together  . . .   sanity  will  pre- vail and  we  will  be  able  to  get 

down  to  some  reasonable 
thinking.  I   think  our  competi- 

tion will  go  ahead  as  we  antic- 

ipated it  would." 

The  eight  “rebel"  clubs were  ordered  to  return  to  foe 

ARL  under  Justice  Burchett’s ruling  last  week,  but  could 

defy  foe  ruling  by  fielding weakened  sides. . 

,   According  to  a   lawyer  for 
the  ARL,  however,  that  would 
leave  them  liable  to  "very, 
very  severe"  fines  under  foe 
terms  of  loyalty  agreements 

they -signed  in  1994  and'  1995 . which  Justice  Burchett  has 
ruled  are  binding. 
Some  players  could  be  lost 

to  the  game.  The  brilliant 
Laurie  Daley,  of  the  Canberra 

Raiders,  is  threatening  to  ful- 

fil a   lifetime's  “burning"  am- 
bition and  switch  to  Austra- lian Rules  Football  if  he 

cannot  play  Super  League. 

The  great  worry  in  Eng- land, meanwhile,  concerns 
the  eight-dub  world  champi- 

onship play-offs,  which  were to  form  the  spectacular  and 
lucrative  finale  to  foe  first 

Super  League  seasons  in 
Europe  arid  Australasia. Brian  Smith,  Bradford 
Bulls'  head  coach  and  chief 
executive,  cannot  be  certain 
what  foe  friture  holds  but  he 
was  confident  yesterday  that 

foe  play-ofls  would  take  place. .   “I  would  advise  anyone 

with  ideas  that  the  world 
championships  will  not  take 
place  to  put  those  plans  in 
theta1  back  pockets."  he  said. Bradford  have  signed  a 

sponsorship  deal  'with.  Com- 
paq, the  computer  company, worth  about  £150,000  a   year. 

As  part  of  the  deal  computers 

will  analyse  players'  perfor- 
mances, using  software  intro- 

duced by  Smith. 

Warrington  and  Castleford are  both  chasing  Ricbard 

Henare.  Carlisle’s  New  Zea- 
land three-quarter.  ■   - 

Phil  Veivers  is  unhappy 

about  being  placed  on  offer  at 

£25,000  by  St  Helens.  The  31- yearold  utility  player  joined 
Saints  from  Brisbane  Souths 

in  1984  and  has  made  379  ap- 
pearances for  foe  club. 

Basketball 

England  deprived  of  their 
necessities  in  Moscow 

Christian  Bright  in  Moscow 

0NGLAND  are  ready  to 

Eraoixnd  foe  retreat  from 
Moscow  after  learning  that 
they  must  take  on  Russia  in 
the  European  Champioi 
tonight  without  fo^ir-A^p  , 

Peter  Scantlebu#  arfLthe 

outstand ing  player1,  Stew  e 
BuckualL  “This  leaves  me 

paralysed."  said  their  coach 
Laszlo  Nemeth. 
BucknaU  pulled  out  after 

aggravating  a   groin  strain  in the  process  of  scoring  24 
points  for  the  London  Towers 
against  Worthing  Beats  bn 

Sunday.  Scantlebury’a  eye  in- fection. sufficiently  improved 
to  enable  him  to  play  for  the 

Thames  Valley  Tigers  on  Sun- 
day. nevertheless  required 

another  doctor's  appointment 

yesterday. 

Nemeth  was  livid.  “We didn't  have  too  much  of  a 
chance  to  start  with.  Now 

what  chance  do  we  have?" Nemeth  was  prevented 
from  calling  up  replacements 
because  visas  would  not  have 
been  issued  at  such  short 
notice.  Roger  Huggins,  the 

England  Player  of  the  Year, takes  over  as  captain. 
If  it  was  the  Russian  food 

which  dissuaded  the  two  key 

performers  from  accompany- 

ing their  team-mates  on  Mon- day's flight  from  Gatwick, 

they  need  not  have  worried. 

"This  is  the  first  time  it's 

jben  edible,"  the  team  man- 
ager Mick  Byrne  commented. 

Neither  player  has  ever 

made  any  secret  of  his  dislike 
for  eastern  Europe.  BucknaU 
was  missing  from  previous 
trips  to  Poland  and  Latvia 
and  Scantiebury  recalls  Eng- land's last  trip  to  Moscow 
with  extreme  distaste. 

It  is  not  Karl  Brown's favourite  place  either  but  the 
Leopards  guard  has  taken  foe precaution  of  bringing  his 
own  food  -   cans  and  boxes  of 

tuna,  sardines,  cream  crack- ers, baked  beans,  German  hot 

dogs  and  pot  noodles.  "I’ve 
got  a   good  stomach,”  he  ex- plained, “but  I   am  very  par- 

ticular about  how  foe  stuff  is 

prepared  and  laid  out" 

rJfcmi  (London 

«,  Brown;  Whyta 

(ShemmdJ, 

(Dertiy).' 

Squash Parke  back  for  British  Open 

QIMON  PARKE,  foe  No.l 

^•player  In  England’s  world 
title-winning  team  in  Novem- 

ber, has  successfully  finished a   course  of  chemotherapy  for 
testicular  cancer,  diagnosed 
two  months  ago.  writes 
Richard  Jago. 

Parke,  the  world  No.  5,  has 
entered  the  British  Open  in 
Cardiff  to  the  first  week  in 
April  and  expects  to  play.  In 

what  will  be  the  world’s  lead- 
ing tournament.  “1  have 

Jones ... .   great  anticipation 

make  his  A-team  debut. 
WAUB  A   (v  Ireland  A   at  Ooiwvbn»k. 

OvfelUt.  Uar  II.  H   Janos  (Noaltil;  S   Hal 
(Canuffi.  M   Tojtnr  (SwEitMa),  m   Wkm* 
.0  Ewans  (Doth  Llanelli):  A   Davins 
i Cardiff).  Pant  John  (Pontypridd),  © Loader  (Swansea).  R   HgBrytto  (capi),  s 

Jolm  tbofft  Uarwdli.  M   Uoyb  (NowportS.  P 
Jotmt  (Unnetilj.  A   GU>  (Newbridge),  M 

Wnilpma  (Pontypridd).  S   Dnwloa 

(Swansea). 

nsfacawwMaj  C   Cormack  (Pontypridd). 

N   Bootqm-,  K   Hdfrifca  (Botti  Uanoilf).  n 
Workman  (Newport).  D   Horn*.  Bmrle 

WDfania  (both  Neatn) 

started  playing  again  this 
week  and  I   think  I   can  com- 

pete to  a   good  standard  in  foe 
British  Open,  even  if  it  is  ex- 

pecting too  much  for  me  to  be 

at  my  best"  he  said. 
Parke’s  former  team-mate 

Peter  Marshall,  who  reached 
last  year’s  British  Open  final, 
has  not  entered  the  tourna- 

ment this  time,  having  com- 
peted little  in  the  past  10 

months  because  of  chronic  fa- 

tigue syndrome. 

Guscott  gives 

Wigan  games 
firm  hand-off 

SATH’s  England  centre 
Jeremy  Gnscott  will 

boycott  two  proposed 
games  against  the  rugby 
league  champions  Wigan  in 

May,  writes  Oauid  Irvine. 
Yesterday  he  dismissed 

the  idea  of  the  cross-code 

challenge  as  “a  pointless 

exercise”. 

Guscott  said;  "They would  thrash  us  at  league 
and  we  would  thrash  them 
at  union.  I   am  sure  some* 
one  could  come  up  with  a 
better  Idea,  some  sort  of 
compromise.  As  it  stands 
now  L   for  one,  will  not  be 

playing.” 

Orrell,  Bath's  Courage 
League  One  rivals,  are  to 

help  thei*;  neighbours 
Wigan  prepare  for  the 
games.  Peter  Williams,  Or- 
rell’s  director  of  rugby, 
confirmed  that  his  pack 

.will  be  working  with  Wigan on  their  line-out  and scrummaging  ploys. 
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GEORGE  the  green- 

grocer and  military
 

historian
  

is  in  a   huff — bat  it’s  not  Mike 

Atherton'
s  

fault '   George  is  a   former  soldier. 

TO  hear  him  in  the  pub’ you'd 
swear  he  took  Caen  single- 

handed. 
 
Actually 

 
he  was  a   sap- 

per; he  was  invalided
  

out when  he  accidenta
lly  

blew  a 
hole  in.  a   British  parade 

ground  near  Hanover 
 
and 

then  fell  into  it 

But  George  understa
nds  

the 

English 
 
character

  
and  is  for- ever the  optimist

  
He  arrived 

in  the  shed  on  Sunday  when 

England 
 
were  99.for  seven.. 

“We’re  lulling  the  South 

Africans  Into  a   false  sense  of 
security,”  he  said  confidently. 
“Just  watch  Athers  stage  an- 

other rearguard  action.  He’ll bat  through  tomorrow  and  get 

a   draw.” 

I   pointed  out  that  it  was  a 
one-day  match,  and  besides 
Atherton  wasalready  out  for  a 

duck.  George  pondered  this. 

“Do  you  know  they’ve  deliber- 

ately given  us  bad  practice  fa- 
cilities?" he  snapped.  “Any- 

way m   be  queuing  up  for  foe 

new  video  tomorrow.”  He slammed  the  shed  door  after 
htm. 

A   quick  word  about  the shed.  Because  of  terrible  snow 
in  Kent  wehave  had  power 

cuts.  Since  foe  shed  has  a   stor- 
age heater  it  remains  warm fora  longtime.  Facing  hypo- 

thermia. my  wife  sought  all- 

party  talks  and  I’ve  been  able to  renegotiate  minimal  sports- 
viewing  rights  in  the  house. 
They  cover  soccer  and  rugby 

only.  Cricket  is  still  barred. 
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An  Anfield  era  is  about  to  end.  Ian  Ross  looks  back  over  its  spectacularly  striking  success 

Rush  seeking  new  goals 
on  a   cunin 
room  floor 

IAN  RUSH’S  irresistible 
relationship

  
with  Liver- 

pool will  end  in  a   free 
transfer  this  summer. 

The  man  widely  ac- 
knowledged as  the  finest  Brit- 

ish striker  of  his  generation 

is  to  leave  the  Merseyside 

club  after  16  years  of  remark- 
able achieve

ment  
and 

success. 

The  34-year-old  Welsh  inter- 
national announced  his  deci- 

sion yesterday  after  spending 
the  past  few  weeks  pondering 
precisely  where  be  would  like 
to  be  when  foe  curtain  finally 
descends  on  a   famous  career. 

“My  heart  is  still  here  with 
Liverpool  and  probably  al- 

ways will  be,  but  the  bottom 
line  is  that  1   am  a   profes- 

sional footballer  and  I   must 

look  to  the  future,"  he  said, 
with  foe  deep  regret  of  one 
about  to  end  a   glorious  love 
affair. 

Rush  has  decided  to  aban- 
don bis  attempts  to  reclaim 

the  first-team  berth  he  so 
reluctantly  surrendered  to 
Stan  CoUymore  this  season. 
Even  so.  he  conceded  yester- 

day that  in  an  ideal  world  he 
would  have  liked  to  remain  at 
Anfield  until  his  retirement 
from  playing. 

“I  have  always  said  that  I 
would  like  to  finish  here,  but 

it’s  not  to  be,”  he  said. 
“Clearly  foe  time  to  move  on 
has  arrived;  I   must  look  to 
the  future  and  so  must 

Liverpool." Rush’s  departure  will  sig- nal the  end  of  an  era  at  the 
most  successful  club  in  foe 
history  of  British  football,  as 
he  Is  the  only  member  of  foe 
current  Liverpool  squad  to 
have  been  signed  by  Bob  Pais- 

ley, who  died  this  month. 
Paisley  described  Rush  as  a 

"rough  diamond”  when  he 
bought  him  from  Chester  for  ! 
only  £300.000  in  May  1980.  The 

striker's  potential  was  swiftly 
realised  and  18  months  ago  he 

surpassed  Roger  Hunt’s  tally 
of  285  senior  goals  to  become 

Liverpool's  all-time  leading scorer. 
As  with  all  sportsmen  of 

impeccable  pedigree  the  sta- 
tistics speak  for  themselves. 

In  649  appearances  for  Liver- 
pool. Rush  has  scored  345 

goals  —   228  in  the  league,  39 
in  the  FA  Cup,  48  in  the 
League  Cup.  20  in  European 
fixtures,  three  in  Charity 
Shields  and  seven  others. 

He  is  also  Wales’s  all-time  \ record  scorer  with  28  goals  in 
72  internationals. 

Among  his  many  club  feats 
are  the  five  Wembley  goals  — 
four  against  Everton  —   that 
make  him  the  leading  individ- 

ual scorer  In  FA  Cup  finals. 
His  sense  of  occasion  was  also 

highlighted  when  be  struck  a 
hat-trick  on  his  600th  Liver- 

pool appearance  in  a   Coca- 
Cola  Cup  win  over  Blackburn 
last  season. 
Rush  has  left  Liverpool 

once  before,  joining  Juventus 
in  a   £3.2  million  deal,  only  to 
return  in  1987  after  an  unful- 
filling  season  in  Italy. 
Although  Rush  has  spent 

the  past  few  months  discuss- 
ing foe  prospect  of  a   new 

contract  with  Liverpool's manager  Roy  Evans,  he  could 
not  reach  agreement  simply 
because  the  club  were  not 
prepared  to  offer  him 
the  two-year  deal  he  is seeking. 

“I  do  believe  that  I   have  two 
good  years  in  me  and  I   want 
to  spend  those  two  years  play- 

ing first-team  football."  he said.  “I  am  confident  that  I 
can  do  a   good  job.  that  I   can 
score  goads  for  somebody, somewhere. 

“Liverpool  have  been  great 
to  me  and  we  have  now 

reached  an  amicable  arrange- 
ment I   will  stay  on  here  until 

foe  end  of  foe  season  and  then 
decide  what  to  do.  With  foe 
transfer  deadline  coming  up  ; 
next  month  I   was  anxious  to 

go.  but  I   do  appreciate  Liver- 
pool's situation. 

“It  would  have  been  easy 
for  me  to  stay  on  the  substi- 

tutes’ bench  and  to  keep  on 

taking  the  money,  but  I'm  not 

Him  that " Rush  may  have  entered  the 
twilight  of  his  career  but 
there  will  be  no  shortage  of 
takers  for  a   player  who  actu- 

ally weighs  less  now  than 
when  he  joined  Liverpool  In- 

deed. over  the  past  nine 
months  no  fewer  than  14 
clubs  at  home  and  abroad 
have  attempted  to  lure  him 
away  from  Anfield. 

Rufb„«vfil  demand  a   sign- 
i fee around  £500.000 

Ffiges  pT  fit  least  £8.000  a 
weefc*  .Jiven  so,  he  is  likely  to 
find  himself  very  much  in 
demand. 

“Where  can  you  find  some- 

one to  replace  lan  Rush?” 
asked  Evans  yesterday.  “I 
don’t  want  to  lose  him  but 
he  wants  regular  first-team 
football,  and,  bearing  in 
mind  his  stature  and  abil- 

ity, that  is  perfectly 

understandable.” 
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Vincent  Harina 

GEORGE  was  back  on 

the  phone  yesterday.
 

“Good  old  Athers!" 

he  said.  “He  sorted 

out  Illingwort
h,  

didn't  he?" It  was  an  understandable mistake.  Hearing  Mike  cry 

“Somebody  get  that  buffoon           out  of  here",  after  the  South  . 

Still  lean  and  hungry. .   .Ian  Rush,  now  34.  believes  he  can  go  on  playing  for  another  two  years  photograph:  stuart  frankun  African  game,  raised  our 

hopes  that  he  meant  the  man- 
ager. AJas,  Mike  had  again  ig- nored  the  central  tenet  of 

>   million  to  snatch  the  Open  igfS. Lmgworth;  to  paraphrase 

Paddy  Ashdown  on  the  Scott 
trial  television  because  of  the  offers  are,  bat  we  are  years  from  being  bought  attempted  to  secure  the  report,  can  you  think  of  any 
bigger  audience  figures,  in  no  hurry  to  make  a   for  exclusive  screening  by  listed  events  for  terrestrial  other  organisation  in  Britain. 

But  Bonallack  said:  “We  decision.”  any  pay-for-vlew  television  channels.  except  perhaps  British  Gas, 
have  to  weigh  that  up  These  eight  listed  events,  companies. 
against  what  we  could  do  which  include  Wimbledon  The  Government  was  de-  • 
with  the  extra  money.  and  both  soccer  cup  finals  tested  in  the  House  of  Lords 

“We  could  put  it  back  in  England  and  Scotland,  this  month  during  the  de-  ^   ■   u_  OA  eo. into  golf  and  help  a   lot  of  do  not  include  the  Open,  bate  on  the  new  Broadcast-  uUdfuiail  wi  uSSWOlu  NO  dUjOO / 

people.  We  don't  particu-  The  Conservative  MP  and  tag  BUI  which  reaches  the      ;   —   
lariy  want  to  become  a   former  Heritage  Secretary  Commons  next  month.  An  Set  by  AraUCSlria. 
listed  event  because  that  David  Mellor  said  on  Mon-  amendment  introduced  by 

takes  away  our  negotiating  day  that  he  wants  the  eight  Labour’s  former  Minister  — r — c — ] — r — i — n — i — r — — g — — r — — g — - power.  Pm  not  saying  what  events  protected  for  five  for  Sport  Lord  Howell  had  |   f   I   I   I   £   I 

Sky  offers  £25 

RUPERT  MURDOCH’S  |   aware  that  the  BBC's  cur-  tr 
satellite  television  rent  deal  expires  after  this  bi 

company  BSkyB,  July's  championship  at  Bi 
which  last  year  Royal Lytham.  hi 

Rupert  Murdoch’s 
satellite 

 
television

 

company
  

BSkyB. 

whicb  last  year 

showed  Europe’s
  
Ryder 

Cup  triumph  in  Rochester.
 

New  York  State,  is  now  set- 
ting its  sights  on  golfs 

Open  Champions
hip. 

A   five-year  contract 
worth  £25  million  is 

reported  to  have  been  of- 
fered by  BSkyB.  fully 

aware  that  the  BBC’s  cur- 
rent deal  expires  after  this 

July’s  championship  at 
Royal  Lytham. 
Michael  Bonallack,  the 

secretary  of  the  Royal  and 
Ancient  Club,  said  yester- 

day: “No  decision  has  been 
made  yet  We  are  still  talk- 

ing to  a   lot  of  people.” It  had  been  thought  that 
the  R&A  might  decide  to 
keep  the  Open  on  terres- 

million  to  snatch  the  Open 
bigger  audience  figures,  in  no  hurry  to  make  a 

But  Bonallack  said:  “We  decision." 
have  to  weigh  that  up  These  eight  listed  events, 
against  what  we  could  do  which  include  Wimbledon 
with  the  extra  money.  and  both  soccer  cup  finals 

“We  could  put  it  back  in  England  and  Scotland. 

except  perhaps  British  Gas, 

Guardian  Crossword  No  20,587 

Set  by  Araucaria 

The  original  papei* 

AVERAGE  50  LEAVES 

The  firzt  and  still  the  beset. 

Across   • 
1   One  to  give  catcall  (just  so) for  stage  show  (3, 5,2, 5) 

9   Dominate  one  obviously  In 

the  red?  (9) 

10  Plarrtagenet  sign  gathering 

dust?  (5) 

11  Outstanding  work  of  art 
turned  over  without 
falsehood  (7) 

12  Land  turned  over  on  a   site  (7) 
13  See  24 

14  Border  security  could  have fatal  consequences  (7) 

17  Add  spirit  to  double  score,  If 

put  in  (7) 

19  Seek  lad  wandering  either side  of  the  Border  (7) 

22  Tvpeofdotsinll.badty placed  In  slope  (7) 

24,26,13  Sing  low — threat 
uttered  by  nightly  singe-  in 

winter  (3,7,3) 

25  Mechanised  combat  where 

sailor  hokis  an  amount  of 

power  (4,3) 
26  See  24 28  See  8 

29  Daisy,  a   kid  Bruce  got Involved  with  (9) 

30  Lees  than  candid  news- 
paper backing  right  answer for  one  with  child  (15) 

Down   

1   Low  frequency  from 
Whltemoor  Street  p.2,5,5) 

2   Mutton  on  plates  in  Surrey  (5) 

3   Active  personally  after  non- starting period  (2&2) 

4   Latest  fashion  to  be  stunnhg 
to  wash  gMcfrnber  (3.4) 

5   Royal  speaker  to  emphasise 
breaking  of  roles  (7) 

6   Sort  of  cap  worn  by  sainted 

queen  or  gang  member  (7) 
7   Doubly  lovey-dovey  bird  (9) 

8,28  People  with  me  when 
Great  North-Easterns 

where  a   9enior  executive  vrith 
a   record  like  his  would  be 
allowed  to  hang  on  to  bis  job? 

Instead  it’s  poor  old  Athers 
who  is  holed  up  in  his  room. 

dy  dangles  there  because 
cricket  does  not  command 

mass  support  If  be  managed 

the  England  football  team  be would  have  been  shot  months 

ago.  Graham  Taylor  went back  to  Watford  on  Saturday, 

they  lost  3-2  and  by  5   o'clock 
wags  in  the  crowd  were  call- ing for  his  resignation. 

I   explained  to  George  about 
the  Pakistan  i   journalist  and 
the  apology.  He  said  it  was  a 
“put-up  job”  and  hadn't  we sorted  out  the  Dutch  team 
even  without  Ruud  Gullit?  He 
said  he'd  be  round  later  with 

the  video.  I   said  I   couldn't 
waiL  I   didn’t  mean  it 

I   am  well  fed  up  with  what 

until  yesterday,  has  been  a 
farce  of  a   cricket  competition. 
Apart  from  three  shiny  bits 
from  Sachin  Tendulkar  and 

the  Indla-Australla  garoo  it 
has  been  tedious.  The  unex- 

tended in  pursuit  of  the inexpert 

THE  English  cricket  tra- 

dition is  the  antithesis 
ofthe  one-day  game. 

The  Empire  was  built 
on  a   foundation  of  character 

and  constancy.  And  cricket 

should  breed  both.  “If  1   knew 

that  I   was  going  to  die  today.” said  G   H   Hardy, ’1  think  1 should  still  want  to  hear  the 

cricket  scores.”  Kipling 
would  have  scorned  the  flashy 

strokes  of  50over  games. 

George  embodies  those 
qualities.  His  military  stories 
extol  the  great  sieges:  Masada, 

Malta,  Khartoum — “the  real 
fiveday  games,”  he  calls 
them.  The  Charge  ofthe  Light 

Brigade  he  regards  as  a   stupid 
limited-overs  match  at  Bala- 

clava, in  foe  middle  ofthe  Se- 
vastopol Test  . 

Yesterday  George  arrived 

with  his  new  video.  Atherton's 
Innings,  which  went  on  sale this  week.  It  is  a   record  ofthe 

siege  of  Johannesburg,  Eng- 
land v   South  Africa  12  weeks 

ago.  George  says  Mike's  unde- 
feated 185  ranks  up  there  with 

Baden-Powell’s  217  days  at 

Mafeking  as  our  country's greatest  moment  in  Africa. For  both  men  achieved  what 

all  great  English  leaders  de- voutly— and  instinctively — 
desire. . .   a   draw. 

It  is  a   smartly  presented 

package,  featuring  a   long  in- terview with  Atherton.  But 
George  went  home  in  a   rage 

saying  he’d  “wasted  £1259  on 
subversive  rubbish”.  It  runs for  65  minutes  cf  which  40 
minutes  Is  foe  actual  innings. 
Over  10  hours  of  heroic  and 

baring  defiance  left  on  foe  cut- 
ting-room floor. 

But  how  do  you  expect  20th 
Century  Fox  to  understand 
that  the  English  love  perma- nence more  than  beauty? 

□□□□□Q  □□□□□□□ 
□   □□□□□□□ 
□□□□□□□□□  □□□□□ 
□   □□□□□□□ 
□□□□□  □□□□□□□□□ □   □   □   n   □   □ 
□□□anna  □□□□□□ 

□   o   □   □ □□□□□□□ 
□   a   □   □   □   □ 
□□□□□□duo  nanaa 
□   □□□□□□a □□□□□  □□□□□□□□□ 
□   □□□□□□□ 
□□□□□□a  □□□□nn 

wrecked  by  greater  one  with warrant  (7,8-5) 

15  Potty  sort  of  conservation? 

(6.3) 

16,18  Pass  the  Guardian's 

pretext  (B) 

20  One,  two,  three  letters  in 
sequence  as  a   m'nimisn  {2.5} 

21  Place  in  Staffordshire,  and 

partly,  rural  Italian  first  (7) 

22  Busy  creatures  include small  investor  83  well  (7) 

23  Walk  down  the  avenue  with an  unconvincing  US  lawman 

(7) 27  Hint  how  to  remove  head 
from  shellfish  (5) 

Solution  tomorrow 
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